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EPISCOPAL ADDRESS. 

To the Members of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church : 

Dearly Reloved Brethren: We esteem it 
our privilege and duty most earnestly to recom- 
mend to you this volume, which contains the Doc- 
trine and Discipline of our Church, both of 
which, as we believe, are agreeable to the word of 
God, the only and the sufficient rule of faith and 
practice.- ■ Yet the Church, using the liberty given 
to it by its Lord, and taught by the experience 
of a long series of years and by observations made 
on ancient and modern Churches, has from time to 
time modified its 'Discipline so as better to secure 
the end for which it was founded. 

We believe that God’s design in raising up the 

'v 

Methodist Episcopal Church in America was to 
evangelize the' continent and spread scriptural holi- 
ness over- these lands. As a proof hereof we have 
seen since that time an extraordinary Work of God 

extending throughout all the 'United States and 
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Episcopal Address. 

Territories, and throughout the British possessions 
of North America, and also the planting of suc- 
cessful Missions in South America and in Mexico. 

^ nr- - , 

Moreover, the Methodist Episcopal Church, in its 
organic form and in spiritual power, has been 
successfully planted in Africa, Asia, and Europe, 
and God has given it great prosperity in those 
countries. 

During the period in which this work has been 
thus extending, the Church has revised and en- 
larged its legislation to meet the new demands 
created by its own success, as well as by the ever- 
new conditions of the diverse peoples among whom 
it strives to build up the kingdom of God. Our 



I . Book of Discipline, at first small, and simple, has 

1 thus gradually become lai'ger, .more varied in its 

: : 

j topics, and more important by reason of the mag- 

- nitude of the activities 'which, it regulates. Its 

provisions for our expanding' educational, mission- 
ary, and publishing work are illustrations of this 
statement. ■ : 

t • The peculiar Constitution and Administrative 

I Rules , of our Church, to which its. prosperity is 

I largely due, require careful study. The Itinerant 

Ministry, the Sub-pastorate through Classes, the 

Episcopacy, the Presiding Eldership, the Con- 
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ferences in their gradation, the Local Ministry, 
the Judicial Administration, the Interdependence 
of the Ministry and the Laity, with the well- 
defined duties and rights of each, are severally 
parts of a coherent system which cannot he duly 
valued, profitably used, or wisely modified except 
by those who through loving and ' faithful care 
have become familiar with it both as a living — 
whole and in its manifold details. 

We therefore earnestly wish that this volume 
may be found in the house of every Methodist ; 
and the more so because it contains the Articles 
of Religion maintained more or less, in part or in 
whole, by every evangelical Church in the world. 

The Order of Worehip herein set forth we com- 
mend to your scrupulous observance. In sub- 
- stance, it has been received from our Fathers, has 
been approved by the sober judgment and en- 
joined by the supreme authority of the Church, 
and, if uniformly observed, will continue to be both 
a token and bond of unity thi’oughout our wide- 
spread communion. 

We are not willing that you should be ignorant 
of any of our Doctrines or of any part of our Dis- 
cipline, but desire you to read, mark, learn, and 
inwardly digest -the whole, ^^u ought, next to 
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.the Holy 'Scriptures, to understand the Articles 

of Religion and the Rules of the Church to ;>Vhich 

you belong. ' ' - • ' 

■We remain your very affectionate Brethren and 

Pastors, • - 

THOMAS BOWMAN, 

RANDOLPH S. POSTER, , 

STEPHEN M. MERRILL, 

■' '■ ■ ' EDWARD G. ANDREWS, ' 

HENRY W. WARREN, *' '' 
CYRUS D.FOSS, 

■; JOHN F. HURST, - _ . 

,, , , _ WILLIAJI X. NINDE, ; - 

JOHN M. WALDEN, * 

‘ \ . WILLARD F. MALLALIEU, 

' '■ ' CHARLES H. FOWLER, " 

' ‘ ‘ JOHN H. YINCENT, ‘ ' 

. • ■ ; JAMES N: FITZGERALD,' ' - 

_ • , ; I ’l • ) > . ISA'AC-'W. JOYCBjfi . .m:.i 

V 3, ,r , JOHN ,P. NEWMAN,- n , ; J 

. ; DANTEL A. GOOpSELL, _ 

_ ‘ . CHARLES C. McCABE, . 

■ earl CRANSTON. ■ ' ’ 
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HISTORICAL STATEMENT. 



The doctrine and spirit of Primitive Christianity iiave 
existed at different times and in different degrees in all 
branches of the kingdom of Christ among men. They 
were embodied in. a new form on this wise : 

“In 1729 two young men in England, reading the 
Bible, saw they could not be saved without holiness, 
followed after it, and^ incited others so to do. In 1737 
they saw, likewise, that men are justified before they are 
sanctified ; but still holiness was their object. God then 
thrust them out to raise a holy people.” 

This was the rise of Metliodism, as given in the words 
of its founders, John and Charles Wesley, of Oxford 
University, and Presbyters of the Church of England. 
Their evangelical labors were accompanied by an ex- 
traordinary divine infiuence ; other Ministers and many 
Lay Preachers were raised up to aid them; and through- 
out England and in Scotland and Ireland arose United 
Societies of men having the form and seeking the power 
of godliness. These subsequently became the Wesleyan 
Churches of GreaJ Britain. 

In the year 1766 Philip Embury, a Wesleyan Local 
Preacher from Ireland, began to preach in New York 
city and formed a Society, now the John Street Church. 
Another Local Preacher, Thomas Webb, captain in the 
British army, soon joined him, and also preached else- 
where in the city and its vicinity. About the same time 
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Robert Strawbridge, from Ireland, settled in Frederick 
County, Maryland, preaching there and forming Societies. 
In 1769 Mr. Wesley sent to America two Itinerant 
Preachers, Richard Boardman and Joseph Pilmoor, and 
in 1771 two others, Francis Asbury and Richard Wright. 
The work thus begun was signally owned of God, so that, 
at the close of the Revolutionary War, the number of 
Traveling Preachers was about eighty, and of Members 
in Society about fifteen thousand. 

When the independence of the United States was ac- 
knowledged* by the; treaty of 1783, the American Meth- 
odists, most of whom had been members of the Church 
of England, were, according to the express declaration of 
Mr. Wesley, ‘‘totally disentangled both from the State 
and the English hierarchy.” He added: “They are 

now at full liberty simply to follow the Scriptures and 
the Primitive » Church, and we judge it best that they 
should stand fast in that liberty wherewith God has so 
strangely made them free.’’ The parish clergy had 
mostly returned to England. The Methodist Societies ^ 
were without ordained Pastors, and “ for hundreds oi 
miles together” were destitute of the Christian .Sacra- 
ments. As his children in the Gospel, they appealed to 
Mr. Wesley for advice and. help. 

He responded by ordaining the Revs. Richard What- 
coat and Thomas Vasey as Presbyters (or Elders) for 
America ; and also (since he preferred the Episcopal form 
of Church government) by setting apart, by prayer and 
the imposition of hands, the Rev. Thomas Coke, Doctor 
of Civil Law, and a Presbyter of the Church. of England, 
to be a Superintendent, “to preside over the flock of 
Christ ” in America. In these services he was assisted 
by other ordained ministers. He also commissioned Dr. 
Coke to ordain, as , joint Superintendent with himself, 
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the Rev. Francis Asbury, then General Assistant for the 
American Societies. Mr. Wesley also prepared ^‘Arti- 
cles of Religion ” and a “ Sunday Service,” both abbre- 
viated from the Book of Common Prayer of the Church 
of England. In the “Sunday Semce” were included 
forms for the Administration of the Sacraments and for 
the ordination of Ministers. 

At the “ Christmas Conference,” begun in Baltimore, 
Maryland, December 24, 1784, sixty Preachers met Dr. 
Coke and his companions. The plan of Mr. Wesley was 
submitted to them, and was unanimously and heartily 
approved. Thereupon they organized the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, and adopted the Articles of Religion 
and the Sunday Service prepared by Mr. Wesley, adding 
to the Articles one containing a recognition of the new 
Civil Government, and inserting in the Ritual a prayer 
for the Supreme Rulers of the United States. They also 
enacted all laws necessary for the government of the new 
Church.. Mr. Asbury was elected to the Episcopal office 
conjointly with Dr. Coke, by whom, with the assistance 
of several Presbyters, he was duly consecrated a Bishop. 
Other members of the Conference were ordained Deacons, 
and of these twelve were ordained Elders, two of them 
for- missionary work in Nova Scotia and one for like work 
in Antigua, in the West Indies. 

Such was the origin of the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
the first with an Episcopal form of government to attain 
an independent existence in the new Republic. While 
its polity and administrative rules have from time to time 
been modified to meet changing conditions and oppor- 
tunities, it remains unchanged in doctrine and in minis- 
terial offices. Coeval with the Republic, it has expanded 
with it, and ministered to its moral and religious life. 

At this date (1896) its communicants, not including 
2 . 15 
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adherents, number more than two and three quarter 
millions. Other Methodist Churches, derived from the 
original root, flourish by its side. Obviously its found- 
ers were wise and godly men, fulfllling the purpose of 
the great Head of the Church. 

It has always believed that the only infallible proof of 
the legitimacy of any branch of the Christian Church is 
in its ability to seek and to save the lost and to dissem- 
inate the Pentecostal spirit and life. Its chief stress has 
ever been laid, not upon forms, but upon the essentials 
of religion. It holds that true Churches of Christ may 
differ widely in ceremonies, ministerial orders, and gov- 
ernment. Its members are allowed freedom of choice 
among the debated modes of Baptism. If any member 
has scruples against receiving the Lord’s Supper kneel- 
ing, he is permitted to receive it standing or sitting. 
In ordinary worship its people are invited to unite in 
extemporary prayer, but for the Administration of the 
Sacraments, Ordinations, the Solemnization of Matri- 
mony, the Burial of the Dead, and other special serv- 
ices, a Liturgy, much of which has been sanctioned 
by the universal Church from most ancient times, is 
appointed. 

The sole object of the rules, regulations, and usages 
of the Methodist Episcopal Church is that it may fulfill 
to the end of time its original divine vocation as a leader 
in evangelization, in all true reforms, and in the promo- 
tion of fraternal relations among all branches of the one 
Church of Jesus Christ, with whom it is a co worker in 
the spiritual conquest of the world for the Son of God. 
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CHAPTER L 

ARTICLES OF RELIGION. 




I. Of Faith in the Holy Trinity. 

IT 1 . There is but one living and true God, everlast- 
ing, without body or parts, of infinite power, wisdom, 
and goodness; the maker and preserver of all things, 
visible and invisible. And in unity of this Godhead 
there are three persons, of one substance, power, and 
eternity— the father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost. 



II. Of the Word^ or Son of God^ who was made very Man. 

T 2.1 The Son, who is the Word of the Father, the 
very and eternal God, of one substance with the Father, 
took man’s nature in the womb of the blessed Virgin ; so 
that two whole and perfect natures, that is to say, the 
Godhead and Manhood, were joined together in one per- 
son, never to be divided; whereof is one Christ, very 
God and very Man, who truly suffered, was crucified, 
dead, and buried, to reconcile his Father to us, and to 
be a sacrifice, not only for original guilt, , but also for the 
actual sins of men. 



III. Of the Resurrection of Christ. 

IT 3 . Christ did truly rise again from the dead, and 
took again his body, with all things appertaining to the 
perfection of man’s nature, wherewith he ascended into 
heaven, and there sitteth until he return to judge all 
men at the last dav. 
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IV. Of the Holy Ohost. 

IT 4. The Holy Ghost, proceeding from the Father 
and the Son, is of one substance, majesty, and glory 
with the Father and the Son, very and eternal God. 

V. The Sufficiency of -the Holy Scriptures for Sahation, 

IT 5. The Holy Scriptures contain all things necessary 
to salvation; so that whatsoever is not read therein, nor 
may be proved thereby, is not to be required of any man 
that it should be believed as an article of faith, or be 
thought requisite or necessary to salvation. In the 
name of the Holy Scriptures we do understand those 
canonical books of the Old and New Testament of whose 
authority was never any doubt in the Church. The 
names of the canonical books are : 

Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy, 
Joshua, Judges, Ruth, The First Book of Samuel, The 
Second Book of Samuel, The First Book of' Kings, The 
Second Book of Kings, The First Book of Chronicles, 
The Second Book of Chronicles, The Book of Ezra, The 
Book of Nehemiah, The ‘Book of Estlier, The Book of 
Job, The Psalms, The Proverbs, Ecclesiastes or the 
Preacher, Cantica or Song of Solomon, Pour Prophets 
the greater. Twelve Prophets the less, o 

All the books of the New Testament, as they are com- 
monly received, we do receive and account canonical. 



VI. Of the Old Testament. 

' - f ' 

IT 6 . The Old Testament is not contrary to the New; 
for both in the Old and New Testament everlasting life 
is offered to mankind by Christ, who is the only Medi- 
ator between God and man, being both God and Man. 

20 



Articles of Religion. 



19. 



Wherefore they are not to be heard who feign that the 
old fathers did look only for transitory promises. Al- ^ 
though the law given from God by Moses as touching 
ceremonies and rites doth not bind Christians, nor ought 
the civil precepts thereof of necessity be received in 
any commonwealth; yet, notwithstanding, no Christian 
whatsoever is free from the obedience of the command- 
ments which are called moral. 

VII. Of Original or Birth Sin. 

1 y. Original sin standeth not in the following of 
Adam (as the Pelagians do vainly talk), but it is the cor- 
ruption of the nature of every man, that naturally is en- 
gendered of the offspring of Adam, whereby man is very 
far gone from original righteousness, and of his own 
nature inclined to evil, and that continually. 

VIII. Of Free WiU. 

T §• The condition of m\a after the fall of Adam is 
such that he cannot turn- and prepare himself, by his 
own natural strength and works, to faith, and calling 
upon God; wherefore we have no power to do good 
works, pleasant and acceptable to God, without the 
grace of God by Christ preventing us, that we may have 
a good will, and working with us, when we have that 
good will. 

IX. Of the Justification of Man. 

IT 9 . We are accounted righteous before God only for 
the merit of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, by faith, 
and not for our own Works or deservings. Wherefoi^e, 
that we are justified by faith only is a jnost wholesome 
doctrine, and very full of comfort. 
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X. Of Good WorTcs. 

1 10 . Although good works, which are the fruits of 
faith, and follow after justification, cannot put away our 
sins, and endure the severity of God’s judgments; yet 
are they pleasing and acceptable to God in Christ, and 
spring out of a true and lively faith, insomuch that by 
them a lively faith may be as evidently known as a tree 
is discerned by its fruit. 

XI. Of Worlcs of Supererogation. 

IT 11 * Voluntary works — besides, over, and above 
God’s commandments — which are called works of super- 
erogation, cannot be taught without arrogancy and im- 
piety.' For by them men do declare that they do not 
only render unto God as much as they are bound to do, 
but that they do more for his sake than of bounden duty 
is required : whereas Christ saith plainly. When ye have 
done all that is commanded you, say, We are unprofit- 
able servants. 

XII. Of Sin after Justification. 

tl2. Not every sin willingly committed after justifi- 
cation is the sin against the Holy Ghost, and unpardon- 
able. Wherefore, the grant of repentance is not to 
be denied to such as fall into sin after justification: 
after we have received the Holy Ghost, we may depart 
from grace given, and fall into sin, and, by the grace of 
God, rise again and amend our lives. And therefore 
they are to be condemned who say they can no more sin 
as long as they live here ; or deny the place of forgive- 
ness to such as truly repent. 

22 
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Xin. Of the Church. 

1 , 13 . The visible Church of Christ is a congregation 
of faithful men in which the pure word of God is 
preached, and the Sacraments duly administered accord- 
ing to. Christ’s ordinance, in all those things that of 
necessity are requisite to the same. 

. XIV. Of Purgatory. 

4 ' 

IT 14 . The Romish doctrine concerning purgatory, 
pardon, worshiping and adoration, as well of images as 
of relics, and also invocation of saints, is a fond thing, 
vainly invented, tod grounded . upon no warrant of 
Scripture, but repugnant to the word of God. 

XV. Of Speaking in the Gongregatym in such a Tongue 

■ ’ as the People understand. ■< 

IT 15 . It is a thing plainly repugnant to the word of 
God, ’ and the custom of the primitive Church,' to have 
public prayer in the Church, or to administer the Sacra- 
ments, in a tongufe not understood by the people. 

XVI. Of the Sacraments. 

, IT 16 . Sacraments ordained of Christ are not only 
badges or tokens of Christian men’s profession, but 
rather they are certain signs of grace, and God’s good 
will toward us, by the which he doth work invisibly in 
us, and doth not only quicken, but also strengthen and 
confirm, our faith in him. * 

There are two Sacraments ordained of Christ our Lord 
in the Gospel ; that is to say, Baptism and the Supper 
iof the Lord. 

Those five commonly called Sacraments, that is to 
siay, confirmation^ penance, -orders, matrimony,, and ex- 
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treme unction, are not to be counted for Sacraments of 
the Gospel ; being such as have partly grown out of the 
corrupt following of the Apostles, and partly are states 
of life allowed in the Scriptures, but yet have not the 
like nature of Baptism and the Lord’s Supper, because 
they have not any visible sign or ceremony ordained of 
God. 

The Sacraments were not ordained of Christ to be 
gazed upon, or to be carried about ; but that we should 
duly use them. ' And in such only as worthily receive 
the same they have a wholesome effect or operation : but 
they that receive them unworthily, purchase to them- 
selves condemnation, as St. Paul saith, 1 Cor. xi, 29. 

XVII. Of Baptism. 

1 17 . Baptism is not only a sign of profession and 
mark of difference whereby Christians are distinguished 
from others that are not baptized ; but it is also a sign 
of regeneration or the new birth. The baptism of young 
children is to be retained in the Church. 

XVIII. Of the Lord's Supper. 

IT 18 . The Supper of the Lord is not only a sign of 
the love that Christians ought to have among them- 
selves one to another, but rather is a Sacrament of our 
redemption by Christ's death; insomuch that, to such 
as rightly, worthily, and with faith receive the same, 
the bread which we break is a partaking of the body of 
Christ ; and likewise the cup of blessing is a partaking 
of the blood of Christ. 

Transubstantiation, or the change of the substance of 
bread and wine in the Supper of our Lord, cannot be 
proved by Holy Writ, but is repugnant to the plain 
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words of Scripture, overthrow eth the nature of a Sacra- 
ment, and hath given occasion to many superstitions. 

The body of Christ is given, taken, and eaten in the 
Supper, only after a heavenly and spiritual manner. 
And the means whereby the body of Christ is recei\ ed 
and eaten in the Supper is faith. 

The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper was not. bj 
Christ’s ordinance reserved, carried about, lifted up, or 
worshiped. 

XIX. Of both Kinds. 

IT 19 . The Cup of the Lord is not to be denied to the 
Lay People ; for both the parts of the Lord’s Supper, 
by Christ’s ordinance and commandment, ought to be 
administered to all Christians alike. 



XX. Of the one Oblation of Christy finished upon the 

Gross. 

* IT 5BO. The offering of Christ, once made, is that per- 
fect redemption, propitiation, and satisfaction for all 
the sins of the whole world, both original and actual ; 
and there is none other satisfaction for sin but that alone. 
Wherefore the sacrifice of masses, in the which it is com- 
monly said that the priest doth offer Christ for the quick 
and the dead, to have remission of pain or guilt, is a 
blasphemous fable and dangerous deceit. 



XXI. Of the Marriage of Ministers. 



IT 21 . The Ministers of Christ are not commanded by 
God’s law either to vow the estate of single life, or to 
abstain from marriage : therefore it is lawful for them, 
as for all other Christians, to marry at their own dis- 
cretion, as they shall judge the same to serve best to - 



godliness. 
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XXII. Of the Bites and Ceremonies of Churches, 

IT 22. It is not necessary that rites and ceremonies 
should in all places be the same, or exactly alike ; for 
they have been always different, and may be changed 
according to the diversity of countries, times, and men’s 
manners, so that nothing be ordained against God’s 
word. Whosoever, through his private judgment, will- 
ingly and purposely doth openly break the: rites and 
ceremonies of the Church to which he belongs, which 
are not repugnant to the word of God, and are ordained 
and approved by common authority, ought , to be re- 
buked openly (that others may fear to do the like); as. 
one that offendeth against the common order of, the 
Church, and woundeth the consciences of weak brethren. 

Every particular Church may ordain, change, or abol- 
ish rites and ceremonies, so that all things may be done 
to edification. 



XXIII. Of the Rulers of the United States of America, 

_ ' • 

1 23 « The President, the Congress, the General As- 
semblies, the Governors, and the Councils. of State, as 
the Delegates of the Peophy are the Rulers of the United 
States of America, according to the division of power 
made to them by the Constitution of the United" States, 
and by the Constitutions of their respective States. 
j And the said States are a sovereign and independent 

Nation, and ought not to be sulgect to any foreign juris- 
^ _ diction.* . 

It • ' ^ 

i; ■ — ^ ^ 

] ♦ As far as it resects civil affairs we believe it the duty of Christians, 

and esTOcially qf all Christian Ministers, to be subject to the supreme 
i authority of the country where they may reside, and to use all laudable 

means to enjoin obedience to the powers that be ; and therefore it is 
expected that^ all our Preachers and People, who may be under the 
British or any other Government, wUl behave themselves as peacqabl«» 
and orderly subjects. 
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I 

XXIV. Of Christian Men^s Ooods. : 

IT 24. The riches and goods of Christians are not 
common, as touching the right, title, and possession 
of the same, as some do falsely boast. Notwithstand- 
ing, every man ought, of such things as he possesseth, i 

liberally to give alms to the poor, according to his ! 

ability. 

XXIV. Of a Christian MarDs Oath. 

IT 25, As we confess that vain and rash swearing is 
forbidden Christian men by our Lord Jesus Christ and 
James his Apostle ; so we judge that the Christian re- 
ligion doth not prohibit, but that a man may swear 
when the magistrate requireth, in a cause of faith and ; 

charity, so it be done according to the Prophet’s teach- | 

ing, in justice, judgment, and truth. I 

CHAPTER II. ■ ‘ I 

THE GENERAL RULES. | 

' t 

The Nature, Design, and General Rules of our United 

Societies.^ 

m 26, In the latter end of the year 1739 eight or ten 
persons who appeared to be deeply convinced of sin, 
and earnestly groaning for redemption, came to Mr. 

Wesley in London. They desired, as did two or three 
more the next day^ that he would spend some time with 

• The United Societies founded in this country by the apostolic As- 
bury and his colaborers were, in 1784, organized into the Methodist 
Episcoiial Church. But in this chapter, and occasionally elsewhere in 
the Discipline, the words Society and Societies are retained as the equiv- 
alent of tne words Church and Churches, both as a convenience, and as 
a memorial of our early ecclesiastical life.— Com. of Revision, 1892. 
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them in prayer, and advise them how to flee from the 
wrath to come, which they saw continually hanging 
over their heads. That he might have more time for 
this great work, he appointed a day when they might 
all come together; which from thenceforward tliey did 
every week, namely, on Thursday^ in the evening. To 
these, and as many more as desired to join with them 
(for their number increased daily), he gave those afl- 
vices from time to time which he judged most needful 
for them; and they always concluded their meeting 
with prayer suited to their several necessities. 

1 27 , This was the rise of the United Society, first 
in Europe, and then in America. Such a society is no 
other than « company of men having the form and seeTc- 
ing the power of godliness^ united in order to pray together ^ 
to receive the word of exhortation^ and to watch over one 
another in love, that they may help each other to worTc out 
their salvation.’''^ 

1 28, That it may the more easily be discerned 
whether they are indeed working out their own salva 
tion, each Society is divided into smaller companies, 
called Classes, according to their respective places of 
abode. There are about twelve persons iu a Class, one 
of whom is styled The Leader. It is his duty, 

§ 1. To see each person in his Class once a week at 
least; in order, (1.) To inquire how his soul prospers. 
(2.) To advise, reprove, comfort, or exhort, as occasion 
may require. (3.) To receive what he is willing to give 
toward the relief of the Preachers, Church, and poor.* 
§ 2. To meet the Ministers and the Stewards of the 
Society once a week; in order, fl.) To inform the Min- 
ister of any that are sick, or of any that walk disorderly 

♦ This part refers to towns and cities, where the poor are generaUy 
numerous and Church expenses considerable. 
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and will not be reproved, (2.) To pay the Stewards 
what he has received of his Class in the week preceding. 

1 29 , There is only one condition previously required 
of those who desire admission into these Societies — “a 
desire to flee from the wrath to come, and to be saved 
from their sins.” But wherever this is really flxed in 
the soul it will be shown by its fruits. 

IT 30 , It is therefore expected of all who continue 
therein that they shall continue to evidence their desire 
of salvation, 

First: By doing no harm, by avoiding evil of every 
kind, especially that which is most generally practiced ; 
such as, 

The taking of the name of God in vain. 

The profaning the day of the Lord, either by doing 
ordinary work therein or by buying or selling. 

Drunkenness, buying or selling spirituous liquors, or 
drinking them, unless in cases of extreme necessity. 

Slaveholding; buying or selling slaves. 

Fighting, quarreling, brawling, brother going to law 
with brother; returning evil for evil, or railing for rail- 
ing; the using many words in buying or selling. 

The buying or selling goods that have not paid the duty. 

The giving or taking things on usury — that is, unlaw- 
ful interest. 

Uncharitable or unprofltable conversation; particu- 
larly speaking evil of Magistrates or of Ministers. 

Doing to others as we would not they should do unto us. 

Doing what we know is not for the glory of God, as: 

The putting on of gold and costly apparel. 

The taking such diversions as cannot be used in the 
name of the Lord Jesus. 

The singing those songs, or reading those books, which 

do not tend to the knowledge or love of God. 
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Softness and needless self-indulgence. ^ ^ 

Laying up treasure upon earth. * 

Borrowing without a probability of paying ; or taking 
up goods without a probability of paying for them. 

IT 31 . It is expected of all who continue in these So- 
cieties that they shall continue to evidence their desire 
of salvation, . 

Second: By doing good; by being in every kind mer- 
ciful afte^heir power; as they have opportunityy doing 
good of every possible sort, and, as far as possible, to all 
men : i 

, To their bodies of the ability which God giveth, by 
giving food to the hungry, by clothing the naked, by 
visiting or helping them that are sick or in prison : 

To their souls, by instructing, reproving, or exhorting 
all we have any intercourse with ; trampling under foot 
that enthusiastic doctrine, that ‘‘we are not to do good 
unless our hearts iefree to 

By doing good, especially to them that are of the 
household of faith or groaning so to be; employing 
them preferably to others ; buying one of another; help- 
ing each other in business; and so much the more be- 
cause the world will love its own and them only. 

By all pr>ssible diligence and frugality, that the Gos- 
pel be not blamed. 

By running with patience the race which is set before 
them, denying themselves, and "taking up* their ctqss 
daily ; submitting to bear the reproach of Christ, to be 
as- the filth and offscouring of the ^orld;. and looking 
that men should say all manner of evil of them falsely^ 
for the Lord’s sake. 

IT 32 . It is expected of all who desire to continue, in 
these Societies that they shall continue to evidence their 
desire of salvation, 

2Q 
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Third i By attending upoi- all the ordinances of God ; 
such are, 

The Public Worship of God; 

The Ministry of the 'Word, either read or expounded; 

The Supper of the Lord; 

Family and private Prayer; 

Searching the Scriptures ; 

Fasting or Abstinence, 

IT These are the General Rules of our Societies ; 
all which we are taught of God to observe, even in his 
written word, which is the only rule, and the sufficient 
rule, both of our faith and practice. And all these we 
know his Spirit writes on truly awakened hearts. If 
there be any among us who observes them not, who 
habitually breaks any of them, let it be known unto 
them who watch over that soul as they who must give 
an account. We will admonish him of the error of his 
ways. We will bear with him for a season. But if 
then he repent not, he hath no more place among us. 
We have delivered our own souls. 



CHAPTER III. 

SPECIAL ADVICES. 



I. Temperance. 



IT 34. Temperance, in its broader meaning, is distinct- 
ively a Christian virtue, enjoined in the Holy Scriptures. 
It implies a subordination of all the emotions, passions, 
and appetites to the control of reason and conscience. 

Dietetically, it means a wise use of suitable articles of 
8 . 81 
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food and drink, with entire abstinence from such as are 
known to be hurtful. Both science and human experi- 
ence agree with the Holy Scriptures in condemning all 
alcoholic beverages as being neither useful nor safe. 
The business of manufacturing and of vending such 
liquors is also against the principles of morality, polit- 
ical economy, and the public welfare. We therefore re- 
gard voluntary total abstinence from all intoxicants as 
the true ground of personal temperance, and complete 
legal prohibition of the traffic in alcoholic drinks as the 
duty of civil government. We heartily approve of all 
lawful, and Christian efforts to save society from the 
manifold and grievous evils resulting from intemperance, 
and earnestly advise our people to cooperate in all meas- 
ures which may seem to them wisely adapted to secure 
that end. We refer to our General Rule on this subject 
(IT 30), and affectionately urge its strict observance by 
all our Members. Finally, we are fully persuaded that, 
under God, hope for the ultimate success of the Tem- 
perance Reform rests chiefly upon the combined and sanc- 
tifled influence of the Family, the Church, and the State. 

li. Dress. 

IT 35, Let all our people be exhorted to conform to the 
spirit of the apostolic precept, not to adorn themselves 
“with gold, or pearls, or costly array ” (1 Tim. ii, 9).^ 

> 

III. Marriage. 

IT 36* We do not prohibit our people from marrying 
persons who are not of our Church, provided such per- 
sons have the form, and are seeking the power, of god- 
liness; but we are determined to discourage their mar- 
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r 3 ring persons who do not come up to this description. 
Many of our Members have married unawalcened persons. 
This has produced bad effects; they have been either 
hindered for life, or have turned back to perdition. 

IT 37. To discourage such marriages, 1. Let every 
Minister publicly enforce the Apostle’s caution, “Be ye 
not unequally yoked together with unbelievers ” (2 Cor. 
vi, 14). 2. Let all be exhorted to take no step in so 

weighty a matter without advising with the more serious 
’ of their brethren. 

IT 3§. In general a woman ought not to marry with- 
out the consent of her parents. Yet there may be ex- 
ceptions. For if, 1. A woman believe it to be her duty 
to marry ; if, 2. Her parents absolutely refuse to let her 
marry any Christian; then she may, nay, ought to mar- 
ry without their consent. Yet even then a Methodist 
Minister ought not to be married to her. 

IV. Divorce. 

1 39. No divorce, except for adultery, shall be re- 
garded by the Church as lawful ; and no Minister shall 
solemnize marriage in any case where there is a divorced 
wife or husband living ; but this rule shall not be applied 
to the innocent party to a divorce for the cause of adultery, 
nor to divorced parties seeking to be reunited in mar- 
II riage. . 

' V. Slavery. 

1 40. We declare that we are as much as ever con- 
vinced of the great evil of Slavery. We believe that the 
buying,- selling, or holding of human beings, to be used 
as chattels, is contrary to the laws of God and nature, 

and inconsistent with the Golden Rule, and with that 
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Rule in our Discipline which requires all who desire to 
continue among us to “do no harm,” and to “avoid 
evil of every kind,” We therefore affectionately ad- 
monish all our Ministers and people to keep themselves 
pure from this great evil, and to seek its extirpation hy 
all lawful and Christian means. 

CHAPTER IV. 

MEMBERSHIP. 

I. Reception on Probation. 

0 

IT 41 . In order to prevent improper persons from 
gaining admission into the Church, and in order to the 
exercise of the power of godly admonition and disci- 
pline, 

§ 1. Let great care be taken in receiving persons on 
Probation, and let no one be enrolled as a Probationer 
unless he give satisfactory evidence of an earnest desire 
to be saved from his sins, and to enjoy the fellowship of 
God’s people. 

§ 2. Let the Pastor and the Class Leaders see that all 
persons on Probation be early made acquainted with the 
doctrines, rules, and regulations of the Methodist Epis- 
copal Church. 

§ 3. Probationers are expected to conform carefully to 
all the rules and usages of the Church; they are entitled 
to all its spiritual privileges and aids; but they may not 
be members of the Quarterly Conference, nor take part 
in judicial proceedings except as witnesses. 
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II. Admission into Fuil Membership. 

IT 42, § 1. Let no one be admitted into Full Member- 
ship in the Church until he has been at least six months 
on Probation, has been recommended by the Leaders and 
Stewards’ Meeting, or, where no such meeting is held, by 
his Leader, has been baptized, and, on examination by 
the Pastor before the Church, has given satisfactory as- 
surances both of the correctness of his faith and of his 
willingness to observe and keep the rules of the Church. 
H 445. 

§ 2. Nevertheless, a Member in good standing in any 
Orthodox Evangelical Church desiring to unite with us 
may, on giving satisfactory answers to the usual inquiries 
(H 445), be received at once into Full Membership. 

§ 3. Let the Pastor and the Committee on Church 
Records be careful to see that the names of all persons 
received into the Church are duly recorded; and the 
Pastor shall report at each Quarterly Conference all 
changes that have occurred in the membership during 
the quarter. IT 193, § 26. 



III. Baptized Children and the Church. 

T 43. We hold that all children, by virtue of the un- 
conditional benefits of the atonement, are members of 
the kingdom of God, and therefore graciously entitled 
to Baptism ; but, as Infant Baptism contemplates a course 
of religious instruction and discipline, it is expected of 
all parents or guardians who present their children for 
Baptism that they will use all diligence in bringing them 
up in conformity to the word of God; and they should 
bc-solemnly admonished of this obligation, and earnestly 

exhorted to faithfulness therein. 
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IT 44 . We regard all children who have been baptized 
as placed in visible covenant relation to God, and under 
the special care and supervision of tfie Church, 

IT 45 . The Pastor shall make an accurate register of 
the names of all the baptized children within his pas- 
toral care; giving the dates of their birth and baptism, 
the names of their parents, and th^ places of their resi- 
dence. And he shall give a certificate of such regis- 
tration to the parents of all such children removing 5' 
from his Charge, which certificate shall transfer the re- 
lation of said children to the Charge to which they are 
removed. 

IT 46 . The Pastor shall organize the baptized children a 
of the Church, when they shall have reached the age of i 

ten years, or at an earlier age, wheh it is deemed ad- 
visable, into Classes, and appoint suitable Leaders (male 
or female), whose duty it shall be to meet them in Class 
once a week, and instruct them in the nature, design, 
and obligations of Baptism, and in the truths of re- 
ligion necessary to make them ‘ ‘ wise unto salvation ; ” 
to urge them to give regular attendance upon the means j 

of grace; to advise, exhort, and encourage them to an i 

immediate consecration of their hearts and lives to God, ■ 

and to inquire into the state of their religious experience ; i 

provided^ that unbaptized children shall not be excluded j 

from these Classes. ! 

IF 47 . Whenever baptized children shall understand 
the obligations of religion, and shall give evidence of | 
piety, they may be admitted into Full Membership in 
the Church, on the recommendation of a Leader with 
whom they have met at least six months in Class, upon 
publicly assenting before the Church to the Baptismal . 

Covenant, and also to the usual questions on Doctrines r 

and Discipline. IF 444. 

86 



k 

i 



Membership. 



1 48 * Whenever a baptized child shall, by orphanage 
or otherwise, become deprived of Christian guardian- 
ship, the Pastor shall ascertain and report to the Leaders 
and Stewards’ Meeting the facts in the case; and such 
provision shall be made for the Christian training of the 
child as the circumstances of the case admit and require. 



IV. Transfer of Membership by Certificate. 

1 49 , § 1. An acceptable Member of the Church 
desiring to remove his membership from one Pastoral 
Charge to another is entitled to a Certificate from the 
Pastor, or, if there is no Pastor, from the Presiding 
Elder, in the following form : 

“ This certifies that A, jB., the hearer^ is an acceptable 

Member of the Methodist Episcopal Church in 

and is affectionately commended to the 

fellowship of the Methodist Episcopal Church in , 

or in any other place where he may take up his residence. 
When admitted to another Church his relation to this 
Church will cease, 

A footnote shall be subjoined to the Certificate as 
follows : 

Note. — T|iis is not a letter of dismissal, and does not terminate the 
connection of the Member with the Church which gives It. 

§ 2. When a Pastor shall have received a Member on 
said Certificate, he shall notify the Pastor of the Church 
from which it was issued in the following form : 

‘ ‘ You are herdry notified that A, B, has heen duly enrolled 
as a Member of this Church upon a Certificate issued from the 
Church of which you are Pastor^ and signed hy 

§ 3. This Certificate of Church Membemhip shall not 

be valid for a longer period than one year; but if for 
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any cause it^ has been impracticable to present it to 
another Church within that time, it should be renewed 
by the Pastor of the Church from whiph it was issued. 

§ 4. During the time in which a Member shall hold a 
Certificate his membership shall be in the Church which 
issued said Certificate; and if charges are presented 
against him during this time, he cannot avoid trial there- 
on before said Church by presenting the Certificate to 
another Church. But when a Member shall have been 
duly received on Certificate by any Church he shall be 
responsible to such Church for his previous conduct. 

§ 5. The Pastor shall inform Members about to change 
their residence that without a Certificate of Membership 
they will not be received as Members of the Church in 
anotlier place; and shall also inform them of the period 
during which such Certificate will be valid, and of the 
conditions under which, if it has become invalid, it may 
be renewed. 

§ 6. The Pastor who gives a Certificate shall, if 
practicable, give notice of the fact to the Pastor of 
the Charge to which the Member receiving the Cer- 
tificate shall have removed. If a Member of the Church 
shall remove frona a Charge without applying for a Cer- 
tificate of Membership, the Pastor of such Charge shall, 
if practicable, inform the Pastor of the Charge within 
wl)ose bounds said Member has taken up his residence." 

§ 7. If the residence of the Member who has thus re- 
i moved cannot be ascertained for one year, the words 

! ‘ ‘ Removed without Certificate ” shall be written against 

I his name in the Record of Church Membership; and 

I such name shall not be counted in the returns of statistics] 

But membership <n the Church can be terminated only 
' by the withdrawal, expulsion, or death of the Member. 

§ 8. A Certificate of Membership may not be refused, 
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if demanded by a Member removing his residence, ex- 
eeot for reasons that justify and require judicial pro- 
ceedings against such Member. 

§ 9. A Certificate of membership shall not . be given 
unless a change of the place of holding membership is 
actually intended. 

§ 10. A Pastor may give a Note of Recommendation 
fco any Member who wishes to unite with any other 
Evangelical Denomination. 

§ 11. When any Memb^ in good standing proposes to 
withdraw from the Methodist Episcopal Church he shall 
communicate his purpose in writing to the Pastor of the 
Church. On receiving such notice of withdrawal, the 
Pastor shall enterHhe fact of withdrawal upon the Rec- 
ord of Church membership; .and such withdrawal can- 
not be retracted except by consent of the Pastor and 
the Quarterly Conference. 

§ 12. Whenever a Pastor is appointed to * another 
Charge he may complete the record of his Pastorate by 
entering in the Church Record opposite the names of 
the members of his family who are Church Members : 

‘‘ Member of Pastor’s family transferred to ; ” and 

enter the names on the Record of his new Charge with 
the note: ‘‘Member of Pastor’s family transfeired from 

u f *r ; , 



V. Classes and Class Meetings. 

IT 50 , The design of the organization of Classes and 

the appointment of Leaders is, 

§ 1. To establish a system of pastoral oversight that 

shall effectively reach every Member of the Church. 

§ 2. To establish and keep up a meeting for social and 

religious worship, for instruction, encouragement, and 
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admonition, that shall be a profitable means of grace to 
our people. 

§ 3. To aid, when desired, in carrying out the Finan- 
cial Plan. of the' Church. IF 284. 

IT 51. The primary object of distributing the Members 
of the Church into Classes is to secure the subpastoral 
oversight made necessary by our itinerant economy. In 
order to secure this oversight, 

§ 1. Let the Classes, wherever practicable, be com 
posed of not more than * twenty persons, and let tht^ 
Leader report at each Quarterly Conference the condi 
tion of his Class as follows:- 

1. Number of Members in his Class. 

2. Number of Probationers. 

3. Average attendance.. ? i 

4. Number habitually absent. r = 

5. Number of Class Meetings held. ' 

6. Number who contribute to the support of the 
Church. 

. 7. Number of visits made. 

8. Number of heads of families in the Class, and how 
many of them observe family worship. 

9. Number of Church papers taken by Class members. 

10. Miscellaneous matters. 

§ 2. Let each Leader be careful to inquire how every 
member of his Class prospers; not only how each person 
outwardly observes the Rules, but also how he grows in 
the knowledge and love of God. 

§ 3. Let the Leaders converse with their Pastors fre* 
quently and freely. 

1 59. In order to render our Class Meetings interest- 
ing and profitable, let the Pastor, 1. Remove improper 
Leaders. 2. See that all the Leaders be of sound 
judgment and truly devoted to God. 
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IT 53. In the arrangement of Class Meetings two 
or more Classes may meet together, and be conducted 
according to such plan as shall be agreed upon by 
the Leaders in concurrence with the Pastor. 

IT 54. Let care be observed that tliey do not fall into 
formality through the use of a uniform method. Let 
speaking be voluntary or the exercises conversational, 
the Leader taking such measures as may best assist in 
making the services fresh, spiritual, and of permanent 
religious profit. 

IT 55. Let the Leaders be directed to such a course of 
reading^ and study , as shall best qualify them for their 
work; .especially let such books be recommended as will 
tend to increase their ‘knowledge of the Scriptures and 
make them familiar with those passages best adapted 
to Christian edification. Whenever practicable let the 
Pastors examine the Leaders in the studies recom- 
mended. (Appendix IT 71.) 

CHAPTER V. 

WORSHIP. 

I. Order of Public Worship. 

/ i ■ ■■ i 

> 

IF 56. In order to establish uniformity in public wor- 
ship among us on the Lord’s Day, 

§ 1. We earnestly^ recommend the following Order of 
Morning Service : 

[N. B.— Parts inclosed in brackets may be omitted.] 

1. [Voluntary.] 

3. Singing from the Hymnal, the People standing. • 
^ 41 
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3. [The Apostles’ Creed. ] 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and ] 

. earth : | 

And in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord ; who was con- I 
ceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary ; suffered \ I 
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried ; the 
third day he rose from the dead ; he ascended into heaven, 
and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty ; 
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Ghost ; the holy catholic Church, the ' ' 

communion of saints ; the forgiveness of sins ; the resurrec- 
tion of the body ; and the life everlasting. Amen.] 

4. Prayer, concluding with the Lord’s Prayer re- 
peated audibly by all, both Minister and People kneeling. j 

5. [Anthem.] * I 

6. Lesson from the Old Testament, which, if from 

*the Psalms, may be read responsively. ' 

7. [The Gloria Patrt. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy 
Ghost ; as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
world without end. Amen.] 

8. Lesson from the New Testament. 

9. Collection and Notices. 

10. Singing from the Hymnal, the People standing ' 

11. Sermon. 

12. Short Prayer for a blessing on the word, 

13. Singing (the People standing), closing with the 
Doxology. 

14. The Apostolic Benediction. 

§ 2. Let the Afternoon or Evening service follow the 
same order, except that either of the Scripture lessons 
may be omitted. 

§ 3. At the service during which the Sacraments are 
administered any of the items of the preceding order 
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Worship. T 

may be omitted except singing, prayer, and the apostolic 
benediction. 

§ 4. In administering the Sacraments, and in the 
Burial of the Dead, let our form of Ritual invariably be 
used. 

§ 5. Let the people be earnestly exhorted to take 
part in the public worship of God : first, in singing ; 
secondly, in prayer, in the scriptural attitude of kneel- 
ing, by the repetition of the Lord’s Prayer. 

§ 6. Let the Society be met, wherever it is practicable, 
on the Sabbath day. 



II. The Spirit and Truth of Singing. 

IT 57. To guard against formality in singing, 

§ 1. Choose such hymns as are proper for the occa- 
sion, and do not sing too much at once; seldom more 
than four or five stanzas. 

§ 2. Let the tune be suited to the sentiment, and do 
not suffer the people to sing too slowly. 

§ 3. In every Congregation let due attention be given 
to the cultivation of sacred music. 

§ 4. Should the Pastor desire it, let the Quarterly 
Conference appoint annually a Committee of three or 
more, of which Committee the Pastor shall be chairman, 
and they cooperating with him shall regulate all mat- 
ters relating to this part of divine worship. The action 
of said Committee shall be in every respect subject to 
the control of the Quarterly Conference. 

§ 5. As singing is a part of divine worship in which 
all'ought to unite, therefore exhort every person in the 

Congregation to sing, not one in ten only. 
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CHAPTER I. 

THE GENERAL CONFERENCE. 

• r ^ 

IT 58, The General Conference shall be composed of 
Ministerial and Lay Delegates. 

IT 59. The Ministerial Delegates shall consist of one 
Delegate for every forty-five Members of each Annual 
Conference, to be appointed either by seniority or choice 
at the discretion of such Annual Conference, yet so that 
such Representatives shall have traveled at least four 
full calendar years from the time that they were received 
on Trial by an Annual Conference, and are in Full Con- 
nection at the time of holding the Conference.* 

M 60. The Lay Delegates shall consist of two Laymen 
for each Annual Conference, except such Conferences as 
have but one Ministerial Delegate, which Conferences 
shall each be entitled to one Lay Delegate. 

IT 61 . The Lay Delegates shall be chosen by an Elec- 
toral Conference of Laymen, which shall assemble for 
the purpose on the third day of the session of the 
Annual Conference, at the place of its meeting, at its 
session immediately preceding that of the General 
Conference. 

IT 63. The Electoral Conference shall be composed of 
one Layman from each Circuit or Station within the 
bounds of the' Annual Conference, such Layman to be 
chosen by the last Quarterly Conference preceding the 

♦ A Transferred Minister shall not be counted twice in the same year 
in the basis of the election of Delegates to the General Conference, nor 
vote for Delegates to the General Conference in any Annual Conference 
where he is not counted as a part of the basis of representation* nor 
vote twice the same year on any constitutional question. 

4 47 




Geneeal Conference. 




168 . 

time of the assembling of such Electoral Conference; 
and on assembling, the Electoral Conference shall organ- 
ize by electing a Chairman and Secretary of its own 
number; provided^ that no Layman shall be chosen a 
Delegate either to the Electoral Conference or to the 
General Conference who shall be under twenty-five years 
of age, or who shall not have been a Member of the 
Church in Full Connection for the five consecutive years 
preceding the elections.* 

IT 63, The General Conference shall meet on the first 
Wednesday of May, in the year of our Lord 1900, and 
thenceforward on the first Wednesday in May once in 
four years perpetually, at such hour and in such place in 
the United States as the General Conference may from 
time to time direct; but the General Superintendents, 
or a majority of them, by and with the advice of two 
thirds of all the Annual Conferences, shall have power 
to call an extra session of the General Conference, to be 
constituted in the usual way. But if there shall be no 
General Superintendent, then two thirds of all the An- 
nual Conferences shall have power to call such extra 



session. 

% 64. At all times when the General Conference is 
met it shall take two thirds of the whole number of 
Ministerial and Lay Delegates to form a quorum for^ 
transacting business. 

IT 65. The Ministerial and Lay Delegates shall delib- 
erate and vote together as one body ; but they shall vote 
separately whenever such separate vote shall.be de- 
manded by one third of either Order; and in such cases 



* The Secretarleg of the several Annual and Electoral Conferences 
shall send to the Secretary of the last General Conference a certified 

copy of the election of Delegates and Reserves to the next General Con- 
ference, in the order of their election, as soon after the election as prac- 
ticable, so that a roll of Delegates and Reserves may preparea for 
the opening of the pe:^t General Conference, * 
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Gkneeal Conference; ^ 67, § 4. 

&e concurrent vote of both Orders shall be necessary to 
complete an action. 

IT 66. One of the General Superintendents shall pre- 
side in the General Conference; buHn case no General 
Superintendent be present the General Conference shall 
chose a president pro tempore. 

IT 67. The General Conference shall have full power 
to make rules and regulations for our Church under the 
following limitations and restrictions, namely : 

§ 1. The General Conference shall not revoke, alter, 
nor change our Articles of Religion, nor establish any 
new standards or rules of doctrine contrary to our pres- 
ent existing and established standards of doctrine. 

§ 2. The General Conference shall not allow of more 
"than one Ministerial Representative for , every fourteen 
Members of an Annual Conference; nor of a less number 
than one for every forty-five ; nor of more than two Lay 
Delegates for an Annual Conference ; provided^ never- 
theless, that when there shall be in any Annual Confer- 
ence a fraction of two thirds the number which shall be 
fixed for the ratio of representation, such Annual Con- 
ference shall be entitled to an additional .Delegate for 
such fraction; and provided^ also, that no Conference 
shall be denied the privilege of one Ministerial and of 
one Lay Delegate. 

§ 3. The General Conference shall not change nor 
alter any part or rule of our governments so as to do 
away Episcopacy, nor destroy the plan of our itinerant 
General Superintendency ; but may appoint a Missionary 
Bishop or Superintendent for any of our Foreign /Mis- 
sions, limiting his EpiscopaL jurisdiction to the same 
respectively. 

§ 4. The General Conference shall not revoke nor 

change the General Rules of the United Societies. 
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% 67, § 5. General Conference. 

§ 5. The General Conference shall not do away the 
privileges of our Ministers or Preachers of trial by a 
Committee, and of an Appeal; neither shall they do 
away the privileges of our Members of trial before the 
Society or by a Committee, and of an Appeal. 

§ 6. The General Conference shall not appropriate the 
produce of the Book Concern, nor of the Chartered 
Fund, to any purpose other than for the benefit of Trav- 
eling, Supernumerary, Superannuated and Worn Out 
Preachers, their wives, widows, and children. 

IT 6 §. Provided^ nevertheless, that upon the concur- 
rent recommendation of three fourths of all tlie Memb^ 
of the several Annual Conferences who shall be present 
and vote on such recommendation, then a majority of 
two thirds of the General Conference succeeding shall 
suffice to alter any of the above Restrictions, excepting 
the First Article; and also, whenever such alteration or 
alterations shall have been ‘first recommended by two 
thirds of the General Conference,' so soon as three 
fourths of the Members of all the Annual Conferences 
shall have concurred as aforesaid, such alteration or al- 
terations shall take effect. 



CHAPTER II. 

THE ANNUAL CONFERENCES. 

j 

IT 69 . There are now one hundred and twenty-three 
Annual Conferences, and these shall severally become 
bodies corporate, wherever practicable, under the au- 
thority of the laws of the States and Territories within 
whose bounds they are located. 

IT 70 . For the purpose of representation on the Book 
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Committee and on the General Committees for Missions, 
for Church Extension, and for Freedmen’s Aid and 
Southern Education, the Annual Conferences shall be 
grouped into as many General Conference Districts as 
the General Conference may from time to time direct. 

All Members of an Annual Conference and 
those on Trial therein shall attend its sessions. 

^ 72. No Annual Conference shall be organized with 
less than twenty effective Members. 

IT 73. The Bishops shall appoint the times for holding 
the Annual Conferences; but they shall allow each An- 
nual Conference to sit one week at least. ♦ 

IT 74. Each Annual Conference shall appoint the place 
of its own session; but should it become necessary, from 
any unforesee^ cause, to change the place of its session 
after it has been fixed by the Conference, the Pastor 
or Pastors in the place where the Conference was ap- 
pointed to be held, and the Presiding Elder of the Dis- 
trict, shall have power to make such change. But this 
authority shall not be exercised without first consulting 
the other Presiding Elders of the Conference so far as 
practicable. 

IT 75. A Bishop shall preside in the Annual Confer- 
ence. In case no Bishop is present, a Member of the 
Conference, appointed by the Bishop, shall preside. But 
if no appointment is made, or the person appointed 
does not attend, the Conference shall elect a President 
by ballot from among the Elders, without debate. 

IT 76. A record of the proceedings of each Annual 
Conference shall be kept by a Secretary chosen for the 
purpose, and shall be signed by the President and Sec- 
retary; and a copy of said record shall be sept to the 
General Conference. Journals not thus attested cannot 

be approved by the General Conference. 
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^ 11 . AkNFAL CONl^ERENCES. 

IT 77 . The business of the Annual Conference is, ^ 
inquire, 

1. Who have been Received by Transfer, and fron"^ 
what Conferences? 

2. Who have been Readmitted? 

Note.— H ere enter date of Location and the Conference which 
granted it. . 

3. Who have been Received on Credentials, and from 
what Churches? 

4. Who have been Received on Trial? 

(a) In studies of First Year. 

(J) In studies of Third Year. 1 165, § 2. 

5. Who have been Continued on Trial? 

{a) In studies of First Year. 

(&) In studies of Second Year. ' 

{c) In studies of Third Year. 

(d) In studies of Fourth Year. 

6. Who have been Discontinued? 

7. Who have been Admitted into Full Membership? 

(a) Elected and ordained Deacons this year. 

(h) Elected and ordained Deacons previously. 

8. What Members are in studies of Third Year? 

(a) Admitted into Full Membership this 
year. 

(&) Admitted into Full Membership previously. 

9. What Membei-s are in studies of Fourth Year? 

10. What Members have completed the Conference 

Course of Study? 

(a) Elected and ordained Elders this year. 

(b) Elected and ordained Elders- previously. 

11^ What others have been elected and ordained 

Deacons? 

, (a) As Local Preachers. 1 165, § 1. 

(6) Under Missionary Rule. IT 165, § 4. 
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12. What others have been elected and ordained 
Elders? 

(a) As Local Deacons. IT 168, § 1. 

(b) Under Missionary Rule. IT 168, § 4. 

13. Was the character of each Preacher examined? 

14. Who have been Transferred, and to what Con- 
ferences? 

15. Who have Died? 

16. Who have been Located at their own request? 

17. Who have been Located? 

18. Who have Withdrawn? 

19. Who have been permitted to Withdraw under 
Charges or Complaints? 

20 Who have been Expelled? 

21. What other Personal Notation should be made? 

Note.— Here enter with adequate statement of facts the names ; I. Of 
those whose Orders have been recognized without admission to the An- 
nual Conference. II. Of those whose Credentials have been restored. 
III. Of those formerly expelled, but now restored by the action of a 
Judicial or a General Conference. 

22. Who are the Supernumerary Preachers? 

23. Who are the Superannuated Preachers? 

24. Who are the Triers of Appeals? 

25. What is the Statistical Report for this year? 

Note.— For order of Statistical Report, see IT 85. 

26. What is the aggregate of the Benevolent Collec- 
tions ordered by the General Conference, as reported by 
the Conference Treasurer? 

27. What are the claims on the Conference Fund? 

28. What has been received on these claiihs, and how 
has it been applied? 

29. Where are the Preachers stationed? 

30. Where shall the next Conference be held? ' 

IT 78 . An Annual Conference has power to hear com- 
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plaints against its Members, and may try, reprove, sus- 
pend, deprive of Ministerial Office and Credentials, 
expel, or acquit any of them against whom charges may 
be preferred. 

IT 79. The Electing and, so far as it is practicable, 
the Ordaining of Elders and Deacons is to be done in 
the Annual Conference. 

IT §0. Each Annual Conference shall appoint annually, 
for each of its Districts, a Board of Church Location, 
which shall consist of the Presiding Elder, who shall 
be Chairman, and not less than two nor more* than five 
Ministers, and an equal number of Laymen. The duty 
of said Board shall be to prevent, as far as possible, the 
selection of improper sites, and to consider and deter- 
mine all questions relating to the selection of new church 
locations which may be referred to it by the Presiding 
Elder or by the vote of any Quarterly Conference. The 
decision of said Board in regard to the location of a 
church edifice shall be final, unless overruled by the 
Annual Conference. 

IT §1. Each Annual Conference shall carefully observe 
the obligations laid upon it in the chapter on Missionary 
Work. 

IT 82. In each Annual Conference, the Bishop pre- 
siding shall inquire whether the disciplinary plan for 
the support of our benevolent causes is carried out” in 
every District and Pastoral Charge : and of each Presid- 
ing Elder, whether he has urged in the Quarterly Con- 
ference the collection in full for all the benevolent 
causes. 

IT 83. Each Annual Conference shall report, through 
its Statistical Secretary, to the Sunday School Union, 
th^ number of Schools within its bounds, together with 

other facts named in the form published by the Union, 
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Annual Conferences. % 84, § 5. 

and contained in the annual reports of Pastors, as di- 
rected in IT 85. 

1 84, That the Statistics may be accurately reported 
and the Benevolent Collections duly accounted for, let 
the following Rules be observed : 

§ 1. Each Annual Conference shall appoint a Statis- 
tical Secretary and a Conference Treasurer, whose names 
and addresses shall be printed in the General Minutes at' 
the head of its Statistical Tables. 

§ 2. On the first day of the Conference session, each 
Pastor shall present his Statistical and Financial Reports 
correctly and plainly written, all collections ahd other 
moneys being reported in dollars only, without fractions 
thereof. 

§ 3. In connection with’ his report of the amount col- 
lected for each of our benevolent causes, the Pastor 
shall deliver to the Conference Treasurer either the 
money thus raised or a satisfactory voucher for the 
same; and the credit given to his Charge shall exactly 
correspond with the money and vouchers thus de- 
livered. 

§ 4. At the opening of the second day’s session the 
Bishop presiding shall call uponjhe Statistical Secre- 
tary and the Conference Tr/asurer respectively to read 
the names of all Charges from which reports have not 
been received, or from which incorrect or defective re- 
ports have been made. This call shall be made at the 
beginning of each day’s session until correct reports have 
been received from every Charge. 

§ 5, in case any Charge fails to make a report the 
Statistical Secretary shall fill up the blanks from the 
report of the preceding year, omitting the collections; 
and he shall indicate such filling up by putting the fig- 
ures in brackets. 
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T 84, § 6. Annual Conferences. 

§ 6. When the name of a Charge has been changed 
the Statistical Secretary shall cause the former name to 
be printed in a parenthesis under the present one, 

§ 7. The Statistical Secretary and the Conference 
Treasurer shall compare the reports of collections made 
for the Statistical Tables with the accounts of money 
and vouchers received by the Treasurer, so that dis- 
crepancies, if any shall be found, may be corrected be- 
fore publication. 

§8. The Conference Treasurer shall receive and ac- 
count for such other moneys, additional to the regular 
benevolent collections, as the Conference may direct; 
and a Committee, appointed by the Conference, shall 
audit his accounts. 

§ 9. The Publishing Agents shall provide, 1. Statis- 
tical Blanks for the Pastor and the Statistical Secretarv ; 
2. Blank “Financial Report ” for each Pastor, with suit- 
able “Envelopes” also printed in blank; 8. Blanks for 
the Treasurer’s Accounts. 

§ 10. When the provisions of § 3 shall have been com- 
plied with, the Conference Treasurer shall return the 
“Financial Report” to the Pastor with the word 
“Credited” either written^ or stamped over the Treas- 
urer’s signature as a voucher for the Quarterly Confer- 
ence of the contributing Charge. 

IT §5. The Statistical Report to the Conference shall 
be in the following form : 



NOTE l.~Statistics Nos. I and IV and a summary of No. Ill must be 
published in the General Minutes. 

Note 2.--The several Annual Conferences are required invariably to 
publish Statistics Nos. I, III, and IV in their OAvn Minutes. The publi- 
cation of Statistics No. II is optional with the respective Conferences. 

Note 3. — Statistical Secretaries of the Annual Conferences must fur- 
nish Statistics No. II to the Secretary of the Sunday School Union for 
nso in his office. 
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Statistics No. I.— Church Membership, etc. 

CHURCH MEMBERSHIP. 

Number of Probationers. 

Number of Full Members. 

Number of Local Preachers. 

Number of Deaths. 

BAPTISMS. 

Number of Children. 

Number of Adults. 

SUNDAY SCHOOLS. 

Number of Schools. 

Number of Officers and Teachers. 

Number of Scholars. 

CHURCH PROPERTY. 

Number of Churches. / 

Probable Value. 

^ Number of Parsonages. 

Probable Value. 

Amount paid on Building and Iinprovements. 
Amount paid on old Indebtedness. 

Present Indebtedness. 



Statistics No. il.— Sunday Schoois. 

Number of Schools. 

Number of Officers and Teachers. 

Number of Scholars of all grades. 

Average attendance. 

Number of members in the Home liepartment. 
Number of Officers and Teachers who are Church Mem- 
bers or Probationers. 
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^ 85. Annual Confeeences. 

Number 'of scholars (whether attendants or membew 
in the Home Department) who are Church Members or 
Probationers. 

Number of Members of the Sunday School converted 
during the year. 

Current expenses. 

Statistics No. III.— Church Expenses. 

Note 1.— The General Conference has ordered that in reporting the 
amount raised in each Pastoral Charge for “Ministerial Support” the 
amount reported shall include the several sums rai^d for the support 
of the Pastor, for the support of the Presiding Elder, and for the sup- 
port of the Bishops ; and shall also include the rent paid for a House 
for the Pastor ; and in case the Pastor occupies a Parsonage, then it 
shall Include, instead of rent paid, a sum equal to a fair rental value of 
the said Parsonage. Missionary appropriations are not to be included. 

Note 2.— Any Conference desiring to do so may use separate columns, 
in Statistics No. Ill, for House Rent and Traveling Expenses. 

SUPPORT OF PASTOR. 

Claims : 

Salary. 

House Kent. 

Total. 

Receipts: 

Salary. 

House Rent. 

Total. 

Deficiencies. 

SUPPORT OP PRESIDING ELDERS. 

Amount ^Apportioned. 

. Amount Paid. 

SUPPORT OP BISHOPS. 

Amount Apportioned. 

Amount Paid. 

Total Support Paid as above. 

CONFERENCE CLAIMANTS. ^ 

Received from Collections. 

Received from other sources. 

Total Receipts. 
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CURRENT EXPENSES. 

Church : 

Sexton, Fuel, Light, etc. 

Sunday School: 

Lesson Leaves, Books, etc. 

Total. 



Statistics No. IV.— Benevolent ColiectionSi etc. 

Missionary Society: 

a. Church. 

b. Sunday SchooL , 

Church Extension. 

Sunday School Union. 

Tract Society. 

Freedmen’s Aid and Southern Education Society. 
Education : 

a. Public Educational Collection. 

b. Children’s Fund. 

American Bible Society. 

Woman’s Foreign Missionary Society. 

Woman’s Horae Missionary Society. 

Total Disciplinary Collections. -- 

Other Benevolent Collections. 

Total Benevolent Collections. 



General Conference Expenses. 

Conference Claimants. 

Episcopal Fund. 

Note.— A pplications for blanks are to be made to Methodist Book 
Concern, New York, by the Secretary of each Conference, for distribu- 
tion among the Pastors. Orders for the Spring Conferences should be 
made by October 1, and will then be filled by December 1. Orders for 
the Fall Conferences should be made by March 1, and will then be filled 
by June 1. Applications must state the name of Conference, number of 
Districts, number of Charges, and how many of the Districts have over 
forty Charges. 
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86, § 1. Mission Confbrencks. 



CHAPTER III. 

MISSION CONFERENCES. 

1 § 6 , § 1. Any Mission established under the provi- 
sions of the Discipline (11 354, 355), be constituted 
a Mission Conference by the General Conference. 

§ 2. A Mission Conference is authorized to exercise 
the powers of an Annual Conference (11 76-85), subject' 
to the approval of the Presiding Bishop, and its Mem- 
bers shall share pro rata in the proceeds of the Book 

Concern with Members of the Annual Conferences, but 1 1 

^ I ! 

shall not elect Delegates to the General Conference nor 
vote on Constitutional changes! 

§ 3. The Bishop having Episcopal supervision of a 
Mission Conference may appoint a Superintendent, who 
may also be the Presiding Elder of a District where 
there are two or more Districts. It shall be the duty of 
the Superintendent to take the general supervision of 
the Conference, and yet not so as to interfere with the 
duties of the Presiding Elders, and to represent the state 
Df the work and its needs to the Bishop having charge, 
and to the Corresponding Secretaries of the Missionary 
Society. 

§ 4. If there is no Bishop present at an Annual* Ses- 
sion of a Mission Conference the Superintendent shall 
preside; but if there is no Superintendent present the 
presidency shall be determined as in an Annual Confer- 
ence. 1 75. 

§ 5. Each Mission Conference at its Annual Session 

shall appoint a Standing Committee, whose duty it shall 
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be, with the concurrence of the President of the Con- 
ference, to make an estimate of the amount necessary 
for the support of each Pastoral Charge, in full, or sup- 
plementary to the amount raised by the Charge thus 
aided ; such estimates shall be subject to modification 
by the Board of Managers of the Missionary Society, 
and in the aggregate shall not exceed the amount ap- 
propriated by the General Missionary Committee; and 
the amount to be expended in a Mission Conference 
shall be paid in quarterly installments to the Superin- 
tendent, or to the Presiding Elders where there is no 
Superintendent. 

§ 6. Any Charge within a Mission Conference may 
receive aid from the Missionary Society without having 
been designated in the estimates made by the Confer- 
ence at its Annual Meeting. 



CHAPTER IV. 

CENTRAL MISSION CONFERENCES. 

IT §*?• When in any of our foreign Mission fields 
there is more than one Annual Conference or Mission, 
it shall be lawful, by order of the General Conference, 
to organize a Central Conference, to be composed either 
of all the Members of those Annual Conferences or 
Missions, or of Delegates from the same, elected accord- 
ing to such ratio as may be agreed upon between the 
constituent parties, who may also provide for the ad- 
mission of Laymen to such Conference, the number of 
Lay Delegates not to vexceed that of the Clerical Dele^ 
gates. ^ / 

§ 1. The first meeting of the Central Conference shall 



CENTRAL Mission Conrerencrs. 

be called by tbe Bishop in charge, at such time and place 
as he may select, to which all the Members of the Con- 
ferences and Missions concerned shall be invited, and at 
which a ratio of representation shall be fixed by the 
Conference. The time and place of future meetings 
shall be determined by the Conference; provided^ that it 
shall meet at least once in two years. 

§ 2. A Bishop, if present, shall preside over the Con- 
ference ; but in his absence the Conference shall elect a 
President from among its own members. 

§ 3. This Conference may take under its supervision 
the educational, publishing, and such other connec- 
tional interests and work as may be committed to it by 
the Annual Conferences and Missions ; but never in con- 
travention of the Book of Discipline, or the orders of the 
General Conference ; and it shall have no authority to 
involve the Missionary Society in any financial responsi- 
bility, nor to hold or control the property of the Society 
without the oflGlcial permission of said Society. 

§ 4. In the Central Conference the right shall be re- 
served to vote by Conferences or Missions whenever one 
third of the Delegates of either Conference or Mission 
who are present shall so demand. In such cases the 
concurrent vote of all the Conferences and Missions 
present and voting shall be necessary to complete an 
action. 

§ 5. A Central Conference may fix the boundaries of 
the Annual Conferences within its bounds, proposals for 
changes being first submitted to the Annual Conferences 
concerned as prescribed in IFIT 435-437; provided^ how- 
ever, that the number of Annual Conferences which may 
be organized within the bounds of a Central Conference 
shall first have been determined by the General Confer- 
ence, 
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f do. 

§ 0. When a Central Conference has been duly organ- 
ized the organization shall not be discontinued except 
by order or consent of the General Conference. 

§ 7. The Journal of the proceedings of this Central 
Conference, duly signed by the President and Secretary, 
shall be sent to the General Conference for its consider- 
ation. 



CHAPTER V. 

THE DISTRICT CONFERENCES. 

IT §8. The District Conference shall be composed of 
the Traveling Ministers, the Local Preachers, the Ex- 
horters, and the District Stewards within the District, 
together with one Sunday School Superintendent, one 
President of an Epwbrth League Chapter, and one Class 
Leader from each Pastoral Charge in the District. But 
if there shall be more than one Sunday School Superin- 
tendent or League President in any Charge, then the 
Quarterly Conference shall designate one of each for 
this service, and it shall also select the Class Leader. 

IT 89 , The District Conference shall meet once or 
twice each year as it may determine. The Presiding 
Elder shall designate the time and place for the first 
meeting after the adoption of this plan by the District; 
but the District Conference shall at each meeting de- 
termine the place for its next meeting, the time to be 
fixed by the Presiding Elder. 

IT 90 , If a Bishop be present at the District Confer- 
ence, he shall preside. In the absence of a Bishop the 
Presiding Elder shall preside. If neither be present, the 
District Conference shall choose its ^ own President by 

ballot from among the Traveling Elders. 
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IT 91, A record of the proceedings of each District 
Conference shall be kept by a Secretary chosen for the 
purpose, and a copy of said record shall be sent to the 
ensuing Annual Conference. 

IT 92* The regular business of the District Conference 
shall be : 

§ 1. To take the general oversight of all the temporal 
and spiritual affairs of the District, subject to the pro- 
visions of the Discipline. 

§ 2. To take cognizance of all the Local Preachers and 
Exhorters in the District, as provided in IT IT 196-204, 
and to arrange a Plan of Appointments for each until 
the next District Conference. 

§ 3. To inquire whether all the collections for the be- 
nevolent institutions of the Church, as recognized by 
the Discipline, are properly attended to in all the Pas- 
toral Charges, and to adopt suitable measures for pro- 
moting their success. 

§ 4. To inquire into the condition of the Sunday ] 
Schools in the District, and to adopt suitable measures 
for insuring their success. 

§5. To inquire into the condition of the Epworth 
League Chapters in the District, and to adopt suitable 
measures for insuring their success. 

§ 6. To Inquire respecting opportunities for Mission- 
ary and Church Extension enterprises within the Dis- 
trict, and to take measures for the occupation of any 
neglected portion of its territory by Mission Sunday 
Schools, and by appointments for Public Worship. 

§ 7. To provide for appropriate religious and literary 
exercises during the session, for the mutual benefit of 
those in attendance. 

t 93, The order of business for the District Confer- 
ence shall be : 
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1. To" inquire what members of the District Confer- 
ence are present. 

2. To appoint Committees on the 

1; Examination of candidates for License to preach. 
2. Examination of Local Preachers in each of the 
four years of the Course of Study. 

8. Examination of candidates for Reception on 
Trial in the Annual Conference; 

4. Examination of candidates for Orders. 

5. Home Mission work. 

6. Appointments of Local Preachers and Ex- 

horters. 

7. Apportionment to each Charge of the amounts 

' to be raised for benevolent causes. 

8. Program of religious and literary exercises for 

’ the next meeting. 

9. Miscellaneous matters. 

3. To receive Reports : 

1. Prom the Presiding Elder, as to the condition 

of the work under his charge, and his own 
' work as Presiding Elder. 

2. From each Pastor, as to the religious condition 

of his Charge, his p^toral labors, the benev- 
olent collections, and the circulation of our 
c Church periodicals and books* 

3. From each Local Preacher, according to the 

form prescribed in IT 200. ^ 

’ 4. From each*Exhorter, including a statement of 

• > ' the Prayer Meetings he has held, and other 
" • • work done, especially in destitute places and 

among the sick and the poor. I 204. 

5. From each District Steward, as to the tem- 
^ poral ajffairs of the Charge he represents. 

'6. From each Superintendent, as to the condition 
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of the Sunday Schools of the Charge \he rep* 
resents. 

7. Prom each President of an Epworth liCague , 
Chapter, as to the conditiou of the Chapters 
of the Charge he represents* 

8* Prom each Class Leader, as to the condition of 
the Classes of the Charge he represents. 

9. Prom each Committee. 

4. To inquire concerning Local Preachers: 

1. Are there any Charges or Complaints? 

2. Who shall have their Licenses renewed? 

3. Who shall be licensed to preach? 

4. Who shall be recommended for Ordination? 

5. Who shall be recommended for Recognition of 

Orders? 

6. Who shall be recommended for Reception on 

Trial in the Annual Conference? 

7. What work is assigned to each Local Preacher? 

5. To inquire concerning Exhorters : 

1. Who shall have their Licenses renewed? 

2. What work is assigned to each Exhorter? 

6. To fix the seat of the next District Conference. 

7. To transact other appropriate business. 

IT The order of business may be varied, and the 
business interspersed with such literary and religious 
exercises as the Conference may direct. , 

IT 95. The provisions for District Conferences shall 
be of force and binding only in those Districts in which 
tlie Quarterly Conferences of a majority of the Circuits 
and Stations shall have approved the same by asking the 
Presiding Elder to convene a District Conference, as 
herein provided. A District Conference may be discon- 
tinued by a vote of a majority of the members present 

at any regular session, notice thereof having been given 
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at a previous session, and with the concurrence of a ma- 
jority of the Quarterly Conferences in the Districti In 
those Districts in which District Conferences shall be 
held the powers given to the District Conferences t^all 
not be exercised by the Quarterly Conferences. In all 
other cases the powers of the Quarterly Conferences shall 
remain as hereinafter provided. 



CHAPTER VI. 

QUARTERLY CONFERENCES, 

IT 96. The Quarterly Conference shall be composed* of 
all the Traveling Ministers, Local Preachers, Exhorters, 
Stewards, and Class Leaders within the Charge, together 
with the Trustees of the Churches, the first Superintendents 
of the Sunday Schools, and the Presidents of the Ep worth 
League Chapters within the Charge; provided^ that said 
Trustees, Superintendents, and Presidents are members 
of our Church in the Charge, and approved by the Quar- 
terly Conference for membership therein. 1 98, §§ 3, 5, 6. 

IT 97. The Presiding Elder shall preside in* the Quar- 
terly Conference ; or, he may appoint a Traveling Elder 
to preside; but in the absence of the Presiding Elder, 
and of the Traveling Elder so appointed, the Pastor shall 
preside. ■ 

§1. The Quarterly Conference shalT appoint a Secre- 
tary, who shall take minutes of the proceedings thereof, 
and transmit them to the* Recording Steward. 

^ t 98. The regular business of the Quarterly Confer- 
ence is: ‘ ^ 

§ 1. To hear complaints, and t6 receive and try 

Charges and Appeals, as directed in ITf 836-243, 273. 
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§ 2. To take cognizance of all Local Preachers and 
Exhprters in the Circuit or Station, as provided in 
196-204. * ^ 

To receive the Annual Report of the Trustees ; to 
elect Trustees where the laws of the State permit; and 
at its discretion, to approve for membership in the Quar- 
terly Conference Trustees who are Members of the 
Cliurch within the Charge, but who were elected other- 
wise than by the Quarterly Conference. ITIF 291-305. 

§ 4. To elect Stewards for the Charge, and to elect 
one of these a District Steward, and one a Recording 
Steward. IT IT 276-281. 

§ 5. To have oversight of all the Sunday Schools 
within the bounds of the Circuit or Station,, and to In- 
quire into the, condition of each; to confirm or reject 
Sunday School Superintendents nominated by the Sun- 
day School Board ; at its discretion, to approve for mem- 
bership in the Quarterly Conference Superintendents 
who are Members of the Church within the Charge; and 
to remove any Superintendent who may prove unworthy 
or jneflSicient. 11343-347.. 

.. § 6. To have general oversight of the Epworth League 
Chapters and other organizations of young people; to 
confirm or reject Presidents of the Epworth . League 
elected by the Chapters; at its discretion, to approve^' 
for membership in the Quarterly Conference Presidents 
who are Members of the Church within the Charge; and 
tO' remove any President who may prove unworthy or 
inefficient. .11 339-342. 

§7. To observe carefully all the obligations laid by 
the Discipline upon the Quarterly Conference in refer- 
ence to the support of the Ministry and of our benevo- 
lent causes. ; •' ' • 

§ 8/ To < appoint at: the Fourth Quarterly Conference 
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Committees on (1) Missions. IIT 367-374. (2) On 

Chnrcli Extension/ flT 401, 402. (3) On Sunday 

Schools. iri 345-347. (4) On Tracts. IT 434. (5) On 

Temperance. IT 193, § 18. (6) On Education. 1 338. 

(7) On Freedmen’s Aid and Southern Education Society. 
ITir 407, 408. (8) On Church Records. T 100. (9) On 

Parsonages and Furniture. IT 321. (10) On Church 

Music. 1" 57. (11) On Estimating the Pastors’ Salaries. 

H 291. (12) On Estimating the amount necessary for 

Conference Claimants. IT 294. 

IT 99. The Order of Business in j the Quarterly Confer- 
ence, after the Roll of Members..has been called and a 
Secretary appointed , shall be %o inquire : 

Note.— Q uestions, or items under questions, marked thus [- 1 -] are to 
be considered at the first Quarterly Conference; those marked [- 1 , 

3-] at the first, second, and third Quarterly Conferences; those marked 
[- 4 -] at the fourth Quarterly Conference ; all other questions and items, 
at each Quarterly Conference. 

1. What Trustees are approved as members of the 
Quarterly Conference ? If 98, § 3. 

2. Who are confirmed as Sunday School Superintend- 
ents ? If 98, § 5. 

3. What Superintendents are approved as members of 
the Quarterly Conference ? If 98, § 5. 

4. Who are confirmed as Presidents of Epworth 
League Chapters ? If 98, § 6.- 

5. What Presidents of Epworth League Chapters are 
approved as members of the Quarterly Conference ? 
T 98, I 6. 

6. Are there any Complaints ? 

7. Are there any Appeals ? 

8. [- 1 -] What is the Complete Record of Ministerial 
Support for the past year ? 

1. Paid to Pastor. 
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99. Quarterly Conferences. 

2. Paid to Assistant. 

3. Paid to Presiding Elder. 

< 4. Paid to Episcopal Fund. { ^ : 

5. Paid to Conference Claimants. 

' 9. Are there any Reports ? . 

1. Prom the Pastor. H 193, § 26. 

. • ^ 2. Prom the Local Preachers. 1 200. 

- 3. Prom the Exhorters. IT 204. 

M 4. From the Sunday* School Superintendents. 

1T 344, §5. ' 

5. From the Presidents of Ep worth League Chap- 

■ • • ters. 1 342./1 ^ i 

6. From .the Class ^icaders.' . IT 51. - 

7. [-4-] From the Trustees. IT 305. 

8. [-4-] Prom the Official Board.,' f 102.* 

9. From Committees. IT 98, § 8. 

10. [-1-] What ainounts have been estimated for, and 

apportioned to, this Charge this year for the support of 
the Ministry ? i r ; , / 

1. For Pastor. ^ ; '* i ^ 

2. For Assistant. » • . m: , 

3. For Presiding Elder. r , 

4. For Episcopal Fund. • . . . 

5. For Conference Claimants. ; • ’ ; 

6. For Rent.* 

7. For Traveling and Moving Expenses. 

11. What is the Financial Plan adopted . by the 

Stewards ? ; IT 284. - v j? 

12. Have the directions of the Discipline foi* raising 
supplies for the support of the Ministry been-fcarried 
out ? IT IT 282-294. 

» 

I ;13i What amounts have b<een , received this- quarter 
for the support of the Ministry, and^how have they been 
applied ? 
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j Received : 

p 1. For Pastors and Presiding Elder, 

j 2. For Episcopal Fund. 

3. For Rent. 

4. For Traveling and Moving Expenses. 

5. [-4-] For Conference Claimants. 

Applied: 

1. To Pastor. * 

2. To Assistant. * 

3. To Presiding Elder. 

4. To Episcopal Fund, 

6. To Rent. 

6, To Traveling and Moving Expenses. 

7. W ?o Conference Claimants. 

14. [ 1 ] What amounts have been apportioneji to this 
Charge this year for benevolent causes? 

1. For Missions. v ' , ' 

2. For Board of Church Extension. - ' 

' • 3. For Freedmen’s Aid and Southern Education 

Society. . “ 

4. For Education. 

. : 5. For Sunday School Union. . . <• 

i 6. For Tract Society. '• 

7. For Other Purposes. 

15. [-4-] What amounts have been’ asked and re- 
ceived for benevolent causes this year ? 

1. ForMisfflons; a. From Church and Congre- 

gation; i. From Sunday School. 

2. For Board of Church Extension. 

8. For Freedmeh’s Aid and Southern Education 
^ Society. 

4. For Education : a. Public Educational 'Col- 
lection; i. Children’s Fund. 

8. For Sunday School Union. 

71 





^ 99. Quartebly Conferekces. 

6. For Tract Society. 

7. For American Bible Society.* 

8. For Woman’s Foreign Missionary Society. 

9. For Woman’s Home Missionary Society, 

10. For Other Purposes. 

16. Are the Sunday Schools organized into Missionary 
Societies. IT 375. 

17. Have the Rules respecting the Instruction of 
Children been observed ? IT IT 347-348. 

18. Who are licensed to preach, or recommended to 
the District Conference for License to preach? IT 197. 

19. [-4-] Was the Character of each Local Preacher 
and Exhorter examined ? IT 197. 

20. [-4-] What Local Preachers and Exhorters have 
had their Licenses renewed, o^have been recommended to 
the District Conference for renewal of License ? IT 197/ 

21. [-4-] What Local Preachers are recommended for 
Orders ? IT 197. 

22. [-4-] What Local Preachers are recommended for 
the Recognition of Orders ? IT 197. T 154, § 2. 

23. [-4-] What Local Preachers are recommended for 
Re'ception on Trial in the Annual Conference ? f 197. 

24. [- 1 , 2 , 3 -] Is any change desired in the Board of 
Stewards ? IT 281. 

25. [-4-] Who shall be the Stewards for the ensuing 
^ Conference year ? If 276-278. 

•26. [-4-] Who shall be the Recording Steward? f 276. 

37. [-4-] Who shall be the District Steward ? f 276. 

28. [-4-] Who are the Trustees of Church and Par- 
sonage property ? f f 299-302. 

29. [-4-] What Committees are appointed ? f 98. 

30. [-4-] Have the General Rules been read this 
year ? f 193, § 4. 

31. [-4-] Has the Pastor made a Visiting List, or 
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Leadsbs and Stewards’ Meeting. 1 101. 

Plan of liis Charge, as required by the Discipline? 
IF 193, § 28. 

32. Are the Church Records properly kept ? IF 100. 

33. Is the Church and Parsonage property insured ? 
IF 190, § 9. 

34. When and where shall the next Quarterly Con- 
ference be held ? 

35. Is there any other Business ? 

IF 100 . It shall^ be the duty of the Committee on 
Church Records to see that the Records of Membership, 
of the Leaders and Stewards’ Meeting, of the Official 
Board, of the Sunday School Board, of the Board of 
Trustees, and of the Quarterly Conference are properly 
kept; and when any of these books are filled up, or are 
no longer in use, they shall be deposited with the Re- 
cording Steward for preservation. / 

T 

CHAPTER VII. 

THE LEADERS AND STEWARDS’ MEETING. 

T 101 . The Pastor shall, as often as practicable, hold 

a meeting of all the Leaders and Stewards of the Charge, 

to be denominated the Leaders and Stewards’ Meeting, 

in order to inquire, 1. Are there any sick ? 2. Are 

there any requiring temporal relief ? 3. Are there any 

who walk disorderly and will not be reproved ? 4. Are 

there any who willfully neglect the means of grace ? 5. 

Are any changes to be made in the classes ? 6. Are there 

any Probationers to be recommended for admission into 

Pull Membership ? 7. Are there any to be recommended 

for License to exhort or preach ? 8. What amount has 

been received for the support of the Pastor or Pastors ? 

9. Is there any miscellaneous business ? 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

THE OFFICIAL BOARD. 

IT 103. The Quarterly Conference of any Charge may 
organize and continue during its pleasure an Official 
Board, to be composed of all the members of the Quar- 
terly Conference. In the case of circuits the Quarterly 
Conference may organize, and continue during its pleas- 
ure, Official Boards for the several appointments of the 
Charge, such Official Boards to be composed of the mem- 
bers of the Quarterly Conference attached to the respec- 
tive appointments. The Official Board may hold its 
meetings at such times as it may determine, and shall 
be presided over by the Pastor, or, in his absence, by a 
chairman elected by the meeting. When so organized 
the Official Board may discharge such duties as the 
Quarterly Conference may from time to time direct, in- 
cluding those of the Leaders and Stewards’ Meeting. 
The Board shall keep a record of its proceedings, and 
send the same to the Fourth Quarterly Conference for 
approval. 
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CHAPTER I. 

QUALIFICATIONS AND WORK. 

I. The Call to Preach. 

I 

1 103 . In order that we may try those persons who 
profess to be moved by the Holy Ghost to preach, let 
the following questions be asked, namely : 

§ 1. Do they know God as a pardoning God? Have 
they the love of God abiding in them? Do they desire 
nothing but God? Are they holy in all manner of con- 
versation? 

§ 2. Have they gifts, as well as grace, for the work? 
Have they, in some tolerable degree, a clear, sound un- 
derstanding; a right judgment in the things of God; a 
just conception of salvation by faith? Has God given 
them any degree of utterance? Do they speak justly, 
readily, clearly? 

§ 3. Have any been truly convinced of sin and con- 
verted to God, and are believers edified, by their preach- 
ing? 

As long as these marks concur in anyone, we believe 
he is called of God to preach. These we receive as suf- 
ficient proof that he is moved by the Holy Ghost. 

II. Rules for a Preacher’s Conduct. 

T 104 . Rule 1. Be diligent. Never be unemployed. 
Never be triflingly employed. Never trifle away time; 
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neither spend any more time at any place than is strictly 
necessary. 

1 105 . Hule 2. Be serious. Let your motto be, 
“Holiness to the Lord.” Avoid .all lightness, jesting, 
and foolish talking. 

1 106 . Hule 3. Converse sparingly, and conduct jour- 
self prudently with women (1 Tim. v, 2). 

IT 107 . Rule 4. Believe evil of no one without good 
evidence; unless you see it done take heed how you 
credit it. Put the best construction on everything. You 
know the judge is always supposed to be on the prison- 
er’s side. 

H 10 §. Rule 5. Speak evil of no one, because your 
word, especially, would eat as doth a canker. Keep 
your thoughts within your own breast till you come to 
the person concerned. 

IT 169 . Rule 6. Tell everyone under your care what 
you think wrong in his conduct and temper, and that 
lovingly and plainly, as saon as may be ; else it will fes- 
ter in your heart. Make all haste to cast the fire out of 
your bosom. 

H 110 . Rule 7.* Avoid all affectation. A Preacher of 
the Gospel is the servant of all. 

IT 111 .' Rule 8. Be ashamed of nothing but sin. 

IT 112 . Rule 9. Be punctual. Do everything exactly 
at the tiine. And do not mend our rules, but keep them ; 
not for wrath, but for conscience’ sake. 

IT 113 . Rule 10. You have nothing to do but to save 
souls; therefore spend and be spent in this work ; and 
go always hot only to those that want you, but to those 
that want you most. 

Observe ! it is not your business only to preach so 
many times, and to take care of this or that Society, but 
tp save as many as you can; to bring as many sinners as 
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V 

you can to repentance, and with all your power to build 
them up in that holiness without which they cannot see 
the Lord. And remember! a Methodist Preacher is to 
mind every point, great and small, in the Methodist 
Discipline! Therefore you will need to exercise all the 
sense and grace you have. 

IT 114 . Rule 11. Act in all things not according to 
your own will, but as a son in the Gospel. As such, it 
is your duty to employ your time in the manner in which 
we direct: in preaching, and visiting from house to 
house ; in reading, meditation, and prayer. Above all, 
if you labor with us in the Lord’s vineyard, it is needful / -j 
you should do that part of the work which we advise, 
at those times and places which we judge most for His 
glory. 

1[ 115 . Smaller advices which might be of use to us 
are perhaps these: 1. Be sure never to disappoint a con- 
gregation. 2. Begin at the time appointed. 3. Let 
your whole deportment be serious, weighty, and solemn. 

4. Always suit your subject to your audience. 5. Choose 
the plainest text you can. 6, Take care not to ramble, 
but keep to your text^ and make out what you take in 
hand. 7. Take care of anything awkward or affected, 
either in your gesture, phrase, or pronunciation. 8. Do 
not usually pray extempore above eight or ten minutes 
(at most) without intermission. 9. Fre*quently read and 
enlarge upon a portion of Scripture; and let young 
Preachei's often exhort without taking a text. 10. Al- 
ways avail yourself of the great festivals by preaching on 
the occasion. 

III. Spiritual Qualifications. 

IT 110 . The duty of a Preacher is : 1. To. preach. 2. To 

meet the Societies and Classes. 3. To visit the sick. 
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f 117 , A Preacher shall be qualified for his charge 
by, jvalkiDg closely with God, and having his work 
greatly at heart, and by understanding and loving dis- 
cipline, ours in particular. 

ir !!§• We do not suflSciently watch over each other. 
Should we not frequently ask each other. Do you walk 
closely with God? Have you now fellowship with the 
Father and the Son? At what hour do you rise? Do 
you punctually observe the morning and evening hours 
of retirement? Do you spend the day in the manner 
which the Conference advises? Do you converse seri- 
ously, usefully, and closely? To be more particular: 
Do you use all the means of grace yourself, and enforce 
the use of them on all other persons? 

IT 119 . The means of grace are either Instituted or 
Prudential. 

IT 120 . The Instituted are: 

§ 1. Prayer: private, family, and public; consisting of 
deprecation, petition, intercession, and thanksgiving. Do 
you use each of these? Do you forecast daily, wherever 
you are, to secure time^ for private devotion? Do you 
practice it everywhere? Do you ask everywhere, Have 
you family prayer? Do you ask individuals, Do you use 
private prayer every morning and evening in particular? 

§ 2. Searching the Scriptures : 1. Reading: constantly, 
some part of every day; regularly, all the Bible in order; 
carefully, with notes; seriously, with prayer before and 
after; fruitfully, immediately practicing what you learn 
. there, 2. Meditating: at set times; by rule. 3. Hear- 
ing : at every opportunity ; with prayer before, at, after. 
Have you a Bible always about you? 

§ 3. The Lord*s Supper : Do you use this at every op- 
portunity? With solemn prayer before? With earnest 

and deliberate self-devotion? 
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§4. Fmting: Do you use as much abstinence and 
fasting every week as your health, strength, and labor 
will permit? 

§ 5. Christian conference : Are you convinced how im- 
portant and how difficult it is to order your conversation 
aright? Is it always, in grace? Seasoned with salt? 
Meet to minister grace to the hearers? Do you not con- 
verse too long at a time? Is not an hour commonly 
enough? Would it not be well always to have a deter- 
mined end in view? And to pray before and after it? 

1 121 . Prudential means we may use either as 
Christians, as Methodists, or as Preachers. 

§ 1. Christians: What particular rules have you in 
order to grow in grace? What arts of holy living? 

§ 2. As Methodists: Do you ever miss your Class? 

§ 3. As Preachers: Have you thoroughly considered 
your duty? And dq you make a conscience of executing 
every part of it? Do you meet every Society and their 
Leaders? 

1 122 . These means may be used without fruit. But 
there are some means which cannot, namely : watching, 
denying ourselves, taking up our cross, exercise of the 
presence of God. 

§ 1. Do you steadily watch against the world? Your- 
self? ' Your besetting sin? 

§ 2. Do you deny yourself every useless pleasure of 
sense? imagination? honor? Are you temperate in all 
things? For instance, 1. Do you use only that kind 
and that degree of food which is best both for body and 
soul? Do you see the necessity of this? Do you eat no 
more at each meal than is necessary? Are you not heavy 
or drowsy after dinner? 2. Do you use only that kind 
and that degree of drink which is best both for your 
body and soul? Do you choose and use water for your 
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i 

i common drink, and only take wine medicinally or sacra- 

[ mentally? 

§ 3. Wherein do you take up your cross daily? Do you 
cheerfully bear your cross, however grievous to nature, 
. as a gift of God, and labor to profit thereby? 

§ 4. Do you endeavor to set God always before you? 
To see his eye continually fixed upon you? 

• IT 123 . Never can you use these means but a blessing 
will ensue. And the more you use them the more you 
will grow in grace. 



IV. The Profitable Use of Time. 

1 124 . As a general method of employing our time 
we advise you, 1. As often as possible to rise at four. 
2. From four to five in the morning and from five to six in 
the evening to meditate, pray, and read the Scriptures 
with notes, and the closely practical parts of what Mr. 
Wesley has published. 3. From six in the morning till 
twelve, wherever it is practicable, let the time be spent 
in appropriate reading, study, and private devotion. 

1 125 . Other reasons may concur, but the chief rea- 
son that the people under our care are not better is be- 
cause we are not more knowing and more holy. 

IT 126 . And we are not more knowing because we 
are idle. We. forget our first rule : “Be diligent. Never 
be unemployed. Never be trifiingly employed. Neither 
spend any more time at any place than is strictly neces- 
sary.” We fear there is altogether a fault in this mat- 
ter, and that few of us are clear. Which of us spend as 
many houi*s a day in God’s work as we did formerly in 
man’s work? We talk — talk — or read what comes next 
to hand. We must, absolutely must, cure this evil, 

or betray the cause of God. But how? 1. Read the 
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most useful books, and that fegularly and constantly. 
2. Steadily spend all the morning in this employment, or 
at least five hours in the four and twenty. “ But I have 
no taste for reading.” Contract a taste for it by use, or 
return to your former employment. But I have no 
books.” Be diligent to spread the books, and you will 
have the use of them. 

V. The Necessity of Union among durseives. 

t 127, Let us be deeply sensible (from what we have 
known) of the evil of a division in .principle, spirit, or 
practice, and the dreadful consequences to ourselves and 
others. If we are united, what can stand before us ? If 
we divide, we shall destroy ourselves, the work of God, 
and the souls of our people. 

IT 128, In order to a closer union with each other, 
1. Let us be deeply convinced of the absolute necessity 
of it. 2. Pray earnestly for, and speak freely to, each 
other. 3. When we meet, let us never part with- 
out prayer. 4. Take great care not to despise each 
other’s gifts. 5. Never speak lightly of each other. 
6. Let us defend each other’s character in everything so 
far as is consistent with truth. 7. Labor in honor each 
to prefer the other before himself. We recommend a 
serious perusal of The CauseSy EvilSy and Cures of Heart 
and Church Dvoisions. 

VI. Deportment at the Conference. 

IT 129. It is desired that all things be considered on 
these occasions as in the immediate presence of God ; 
that every person speak freely whatever is in his heart. 

IT 130. In order, therefore, that we may best improve 

our time at the Conferences, 1. While we are conversing 
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let us have an especial care to set God always before us. 
2. In the intermediate hours let us redeem all the time 
we can for private exercises. 3. Therein let us give 
ourselves to prayer for one another, and for a blessing 
on our labor. 

VII. Where and How to Preach. 

1 131 . It i^ by no means advisable for us to preach 
in as many places as we can without forming any Soci- 
eties. We have made the trial in various places, and 
that for a considerable time. But all that seed has 
fallen by the wayside. There is scarcely any fruit re- 
maining. 

IT 133 . We should endeavor to preach most, 1. Where 
there is the greatest number of quiet and willing hearers; 
2. Where there is most fruit. 

IT 133 . We ought diligently to observe in what places 
God is pleased at any time to pour out his Spirit more 
abundantly, and at that time to send more laborers than 
usual into that part of the harvest. 

H 134 . The best general method of preaching is, 
1. To convince; 2. To offer Christ; 3. To invite; 4. To 
build up. And to do this in some measure in every sermon. 

1135 . The most effectual way of preaching Christ 
is to preach him in all his offices; and to declare 'his 
law, as well as his Gospel, both to believers and unbe- 
lievers. Let us strongly and closely insist upon inward 
and outward holiness in all its branches. 



VIII. Pastoral Fidelity. 

1 136 . We can further assist those under our care by 

instructing them at their own houses. What unspeaka- ' 
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ble need is there of this ! The world says, “ The Meth- 
odists are no better than other people.” This is not true 
in the general ; but, 

§ 1. Personal religion, both toward God and man, is 
too superficial among us. We can only touch on a few 
particulars. How little faith is there among us ! How 
little communion with God ! How little living in heaven, 
walking in eternity, dead ness to every creature! How 
much love of the world ! Desire of pleasure, of ease, of 
getting money I How little brotherly love ! What con- 
tinual judging one another! What gossiping, evil- 
speakin^,^iiale^earing ! What want of moral honesty ! 
To instance only one particular: Who does as he would 
be done by in buying and selling ? 

§ 2. Family religion is wanting in many branches. 
And what avails public preaching alone, though we 
could preach like angels? We must, yea, every Travel- 
ing Preacher must, instruct the people from house to 
house. Till this be done, and that in good earnest, 
Methodists will be no better. 

§ 3. Oiir religion is not sufficiently deep, universal, 
uniform ; but superficial, partial, uneven. It will be so 
till we spend half as much time in this visiting as we 
now do in talking uselessly. Can we find a better 
method of doing this than Mr. Baxter’s ? If not, let us 
, adopt it without delay. His whole tract, entitled Gildas 
Salvianus ; oVy The Reformed Pastor^ is well worth a careful 
perusal. Speaking of this visiting from house to house 
he says (p. 273), “We shall find many hindrances, both 
in ourselves and the people.” 1. In ourselves there is 
much dullness and laziness, so that there will be much 
ado to get us to be faithful in the work. 2. We have a 
base, man-pleasing temper, so that we let people perish 
rather than lose their love ; we let them go quietly to 
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hell lest we should offend them. 3. Some of us also 
have a foolish bashfulness. We know not how to begin, 
and blush to contradict the devil. 4. But the greatest 
hindra^jce is weakness of faith. Our whole motion is 
weak, because the spring of it is weak. 5. Lastly, we are 
un 3 killful in the work. How few know how to deal 
with men, so as to get within them, and suit all our dis* 
course to their several conditions and tempers; to choose 
the fittest subjects and follow them with a holy mixture 
of seriousness, terror, love,* and meekness ! 

137 . But undoubtedly this private application is 
implied in those solemn words of the Apostle : “I charge 
thee before God and the Lord Jesus Christ, who shall 
judge the quick and the dead at his appearing, preach 
the word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, 
rebuke, exhort, with all long-suffering.” 

1 138 . O brethren, if<we could but set this work on 
foot in all our Societies, and prosecute it zealously, what 
glory would redound to God ! If the common luke- 
warmness were banished, and every shop, and every 
house, busied in speaking of the words and works of 
God, surely God would dwell in our habitations, and 
make us his delight ! 

IF 139 . And this is absolutely necessary to the wel- 
fare of our people, some of whom neither repent nor be- 
lieve to this day. Look around, and see how many of 
them are still in apparent danger of damnation. And 
how can you walk and talk, and be merry with such 
people, when you know their case ? When you look 
them in the face, you should break forth into tears, as 
the prophet did when he looked upon Hazael, and then 
set upon them with the most vehement exhortations. O, 
for God’s sake, and the sake of poor souls, bestir your- 
selves, and spare no pains that may conduce to their sal* 
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vatiou ! What cause have We to mourn before the Lord 
that we have so long neglected this good work ! If we 
had but engaged in it sooner, how many more might 
have been brought to Christ ! And how much holier 
and happier might our Societies have been before how 1 
And why might we not have done it sooner ? There 
were many hindrances ; and so there always will be. But 
the greatest hindrance is in ourselves, in our littleness 
of faith and love. 

% 140 , But it is objected : 

§ 1. ‘‘This will take up so much time that we shall not 
liave leisure to follow our studies.” We answer, 1. Gain- 
ing knowledge is a good thing, but saving souls is a better. 
2. By this very thing you will gain the most excellent 
knowledge, that of God and eternity. 8. You wil . have 
time for gaining other knowledge, too, only sleep no 
more than you need, “and never be idle, nor triflingly 
employed.” But, 4. If you can do but one, let your 
studies alone. We ought to throw by alt the libraries in 
the world, rather than be guilty of the loss of one soul. 

* § 2. “ The people will not submit to it.” If some will 
not, others will, and the success with them will repay 
all your labor. O let us herein follow the example of 
St. Paul! 1.' For pur general business. Serving the Lord 
with all humility of imnd : 2.‘ Our special work, *Tdke 
heed to yourselves and to all the Jloclc : 3. Our doctrine. 
Repentance toward God, and faith toward our Lord Jesus 
Christ : 4. The place, I Have taught you puUicly, and 
from house to house : 5. The object and manner of teach- 
ing, / ceased not to warn everyone night and day, with 
tears : His innocence and self-denial herein, I have 

coveted no maiCs silver or gold: 7. His patience, Nei" 
ther count I my life dear unto myself And among all 

other motives let these be ever before our eyes: "(1)- 
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Church of God^ which he hath purchased with his own Mood : 
(2) Grievous wolves shall enter in; yea^ of yourselves shall 
men anse^ speaking perverse things. 

IT 141 , Write this upon your hearts, and it will do 
you more good than twenty years’ study. Then you will 
have no time to spare: you will have work enough. 
Then likewise no Preacher will stay with us who is as 
salt that has lost its savor. For to such this employ- 
ment would be mere drudgery. And in order to it, you 
will have need of all the knowledge you can procure, 
and grace you can attain. 

IT 142 . The sum is. Go into every house in course, 
and teach every one therein, young and old, to be Chris- 
tians inwardly and outwardly : make every particular 
plain to their . understandings : fix it in their minds: 
write it on their hearts. In order to this, there must be 
precept upon precept, line upon line. What patience, 
what love, what knowledge is requisite for this! We 
must needs do this, were it only to avoid idleness. Do 
we not loiter away many hours in evdry week ? Each 
try himself ; no idleness is consistent with a growth in 
grace. Nay, without exactness in redeeming time you 
cannot retain the grace you receive in justification. 

IT 143 . Why are we not more holy 'i why do we not 
live in eternity ? walk with God all the day long ? why 
are we not all devoted to God, breathing the whole 
spirit of missionaries ? Chiefly because, we are enthusi- 
asts; looking for the end without using the means. To 
touch only upon two or three instances: Who of us rise 
at four, or even at five, when we do not preach? Do we 
know the obligation and benefit of fasting or abstinence? 
How often do w^ practice it? .The neglect of this alone 
is sufilcient to account for our feebleness and faintness 
of spirit. We are continually grieving the Holy Spirit 
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of God by the habitual neglect of a plain duty. Let us 
amend from this hour. 

If 144 . In order to guard against Sabbath-breaking, 
evil-speaking, unprofitable conversation, lightness, ex- 
pensiveness or gayety of apparel, and contracting debts 
without due care to discharge them, 1. Let us preach 
expressly on each of these heads. 2. Read in every So- 
ciety the Sermon on Evil-speaking. 3. Let the Leaders 
closely examine and exhort every person to put away the 
accursed thing. 4. Let the Preachers warn every So- 
ciety that none who is guilty herein can remain with us. 
5. Extirpate out of our Church buying or selling goods 
which have not paid the duty laid upon them by gov- 
ernment. Let none remain with us who will not totally 
abstain from this evil in every kind and degree. Extir- 
pate bribery — receiving anything, directly or indirectly 
- — for voting at any election. Show no respect to per- 
sons herein; but expel all that touch the accursed thing. 
And strongly, advise our people to discountenance all 
treats given by candidates before or at elections, and 
not to be partakers, in any respect, of such iniquitous 
practices. 

CHAPTER II. . 

MINISTERS AND ANNUAL CONFERENCES. 

.1. Reception on Trial. 

f 145 . A Preacher is to be received ou Trial by an 
Annual Conference. 

1 146 .' But' he must (1) present a- recommendation 

from the District Conference {or, wher^ no District Oon- 
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ference exists, from the Quarterly Conference) of which 
he is a member, duly signed by the President and Secre- 
tary thereof ; (2) give to the Annual Conference satisfac- 
tory evidence of his knowledge of the studies prescribed 
for candidates for Reception on Trial; and (3) have 
preyiously deposited with the Secretary of the Confer- 
ence, or with the Committee on Conference Relations, 
written answers to the following questions, namely : 

(1) Are you in debt so as to embarrass you in the work 
of the Ministry? 

(2) Will you wholly abstain from the use of tobacco? 

Note (l) Like answers shall also be required of Ministers proposing 
to come to us from other Churches. 

(2) AU Preachers now (1896) on Trial shall also be called upon to give 
written answers to these questions at the next session of their respective 
Conferences. 

1 147 . While he is on Trial the A.nnual Conference 
alone has jurisdiction over the question of his authority 
to preach, and his continuance on Trial shall be equiva- 
lent to the renewal of his License to preach. If he shall 
be discontinued he shall be a member of the Quarterly 
Conference of the Charge where he resides at the time; 
and, if he is not a Deacon or Elder, his License shall ex- 
pire unless renewed within one year. 1 198, § 3. 

IT 14 §. Observe ! Taking on Trial is entirely diflfer- 
ent from admitting a Preacher into Full Membership. 
One on Trial may be either admitted pr rejected without 
doing him any wrong; otherwise it would be no trial 
at all. 

1 149 . At each Annual Conference those who are re- 
ceived on Trial or are admitted into Full Membership 
shall tie asked whether they are willing to devote them- 
selves to the missionary work, and a list of the names 
of all those who are willing to do so shall be taken and 

reported to the Cbrresponding Secretaries of the Mission- 
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ary Society; and all such shall be considered as ready 
and willing to be employed as Missionaries whenever 
called for by any of the Bishops. 



II. Admission into Full Membership. 

1 150. A Preacher on Trial who has been employed 
in the regular itinerant work on Circuits or Stations, or 
as an instructor in an institution of learning, for two 
successive years from the time he was received on Trial, 
may be admitted into Full Membership in the Annual 
Conference after he has given satisfactory evidence of 
his knowledge of the first two years of the Conference 
Course of Study, and after the examination before the 
Conference prescribed in T[ 151. 

IT 151. In admitting a Preacher at the Conference 
into Full Membership, after solemn fasting and prayer, 
he shall be asked, before the Conference, the following 
questions, with any others which may be thought neces- 
sary, namely : 

1. Have you faith in Christ? 

2. Are you going on to perfection? 

3. Do you expect to be made perfect in love in this 
life? 

4. Are you earnestly striving after it? 

5. Are you resolved to devote yourself wholly to God 
and his work? 

6. Do you know the General Rules. of our Church? 

7. Will you'keep them? 

8. Have you studied the Doctrines of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church? 

9. After full examination do you believe that our 
Doctrines are in harmony with the Holy Scriptures? 

10. Will you preach and maintain them? 
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11* Have you studied our form of Church Discipline 
and Polity? 

12. Do you approve our Church Cover nnaent and Polity ? 

13. Will you support and maintain them? 

14. Have you considered the Rules for a Preacher, ejs- 
pecially those relating to Diligence, to Punctuality, and 
to Doing the Work to which you are assigned? 

15. Will you keep them for conscience’ sake? 

16. Will you diligently instruct the children in every 
place? 

17. Will you visit from house to house? 

18. Will you recommend fasting or abstinence, both 
by precept and example? 

19. Are you determined to employ all your time iij 
the work of God? 

^ Note.— The candidate for Admission into Pull Membership mus^ 
again deposit with the Secretary of the Conference, or with the Com . 
mittees on Conference Relations, written answers to the questions set 
forth in IT 140. 

IT 152 . A Missionary employed in a Mission may be 
admitted into Full Membership, if recommended by the 
Superintendent of the Mission where he labors, without 
being present at his Annual Conference for examina- 
tion;' but he shall in all cases answer the questions in 
IT 151, in the presence of the Annual Meeting of the 
Mission when practicable; ‘otherwise in the presence of 
the Superintendent. 

IT 153 . A Minister who has been located at his own 
request may be readmitted by an Annual Conference, at 
its discretion, upon his Certificate of Location. 

III. Ministers from Other Churches. 

IT 154 . Ministers duly accredited as in good standing 

in other Evangelical Churches until their withdrawal or 
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dismissal therefrom, and having been blameless in life 
and doctrine thereafter, may be received into our minis- 
try in the following manner: 

§ 1. The Quarterly Conference may receive them as 
Local Preachers not entitled to administer the Sacraments. 

§ 2. Upon the recommendation of the District Confer- 
ence (or of the Quarterly Conference where no District 
Conference exists) the Annual Conference may at any 
time thereafter recognize the Orders of those thus re- 
ceived; may, upon like recommendation, receive them 
into the Conference, either on Trial or in Full Member- 
ship; and may, at its discretion, require them to pursue, 
in whole or in part, the Conference Course of Study. In 
case a Minister comes from a Church having but a single 
Order in its ministry, the Conference may receive him 
either as a Deacon or as an Elder. 

§ 3. But Ministers of the above description may apply 
directly to the Annual Conference, which may receive 
their Credentials from another Church, and, finding them 
of unquestionable validity and sufficiency, may exercise 
in behalf of said Ministers all the powers conferred in 
the preceding section. 

§ 4. In all these cases the candidates for Admission 
into Pull Membership* must satisfactorily answer the 
questions set forth in T 151 ; and candidates who come 
to us from other than Methodist Churches must, before 
the Recognition of their Orders, take upon them our Or- 
dination Vows, and give satisfactory evidence of their 
agreement with us in Doctrine and Discipline. 

§ 5. The Annual Conference may also admit* to equal 
grade Preachers who are on Trial in the ministry of 
another Methodist Church, using, however, special care 
that before they are admitted to Pull Membership their 

examination be entirely satisfactory. 
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IF 155. Whenever the Orders of a Minister are recog- 
nized according to the foregoing provisions he shall be 
furnished with a Certificate, signed by the Bishop, in 
the following words, namely : 

“ This is to Certify that the Annual Conference, 

having examined the Credentials of the Rev as 

(ari Elder or a Deacon) of the ...... Church, and 

having received other testimonials of his Grace, Gifts, 
and Usefulness, and being satisfied therewith, has this 

day accepted and recognized him in due form as 

{an Elder or a Deacon) in the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, entitled to exercise under, its authority all the 
functions pertaining to that office, so long as his life and 
doctrine become the Gospel of Christ. . . , ^ 

“Given under my hand and seal at , this 

day of in the year of our Lord 

a 9) . 

IT 156. When the Orders of a Minister of another 
Church shall have been duly recognized, his Credentials 
from said Church shall be returned to him with this in- 
scription written plainly across the face of them : 

“ x\ccredited by the Annual Conference of the 

Methodist Episcopal Church, this of , 18. ., 

as the basis of new Credentials. 

“ President. 

‘‘ , Secretary.” 

IV. Ministers in Official Positions. 

IT 157. Traveling Preachers who are elected to official 
positions by the General Conference shall be Members of 
such Annual Conference as they may, with the approba- 
tion of the Bishops, select. 
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V. Termination of Conference Membership. 

• 1* -By Location. 

. IT 158 . An Annual Conference may grant to any 
Member who is in good standing therein a Location, 
certified by the President of the Conference. Sueh Min- 
ister shall thereupon hold his membership as a Local 
Elder (or Deacon) in the Quarterly Conference where he 
resides. iT 198, § 8. ' ‘ ’ 

IT 159 . Whenever a Member of an Annua! Conference 
applies for a Location, it shall be asked, Is^he indebted 
to the Book Concern? and if it be ascertained that he is, 
the Conference shall require him to secure said debt, if 
they judge it necessary or proper, before they grant him 
a Location. 



2. By Surrender of the Ministerial Office, ,,, I 

IT 160 . Any Member of an Annual Conference in good 
standing, who may desire to surrender his Ministerial 
OflSce and withdraw from the Conference, may be 
allowed to do so by the Conference at its session ; in 
which case his Credentials shall be filed with the papers 
of the Annual Conference of which he was a Member, 
and his membership in the Church may be recorded in 
any Society within whose bounds he may wish to reside. 



3. By Withdrawal, 

IT 161 , § 1. When a Minister in good standing with- 
draws to join the Ministry of another Church, his Cre- 
dentials should be surrendered to the Conference, and, 
if he shall desire it, may be returned to him with the 
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following Inscription written plainly across the face of 
them, namely! 

‘‘A B has this day been honorably dis* 

missed by the Annual Conference from the min- 

istry of the Methodist Episcopal Church. 

“Dated 

President. 

“ Secretary.’’ 

§ 2. When in the interval of the Annual Conference a 
Member thereof shall deposit with a B,ishop or with his 
i Presiding Elder a letter of withdrawal from our Minis- 
try, or his Credentials, or both, the same shall be pre- 
sented to the Annual Conference at its next session for 
its action thereon. . 

4. By Refusal to do the WorTc Assigned, 

1 162 , No Member of an Annual Conference who de- 
clines, or ceases, to do the work to which he was duly 
appointed, except in case of sickness, serious disability, or 
other unavoidable circumstance, shall on any account 
exercise the peculiar functions of his Office, whether 
Deacon or Elder, or even be allowed to preach among 
us; ne 7 )ertheless^ the final determination in every such 
case is with the Annual Conference. IT 227. 

CHAPTER III. 

DEACONS. 

IT 163 . A Deacon is constituted by the election of 
the Annual Conference and the laying on of the hands 
of a Bishop. 

IT 164 . A Deacon has authority- to preach ; \to con- 
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duct Divine Worship; to solemnize Matrimony; to ad- 
minister Baptism ; and to assist the Elder in administer- 
ing the Lord s Supper. 

IT 165. Preachers of the following classes are eligible 
to the Office of Deacon : 

§ 1. Those who, having been Local Preachers for four 
consecutive years, shall present a recommendation for 
Deacons’ Orders from the District Conference (or from 
the Quarterly Conference where no District Conference 
exists), duly attested by the President and Secretary 
thereof ; and shall have completed, satisfactorily to the 
Annual Conference, the studies prescribed for Local 
Preachers who are candidates for Deacons’ Orders. 

NoTB.—Preachers on Trial In an Annual Conference are for purposes 
of ordination, as for amenability, considered as Local Preachers. 

§ 2. Those who, having been Local Preachers for two 
full years, and also at and during the same time regular 
students in one of our theological seminaries, shall there- 
after have been received on Trial, but previously to such 
Reception on Trial shall have completed, satisfactorily 
to the Annual Conference, the first two years of- the 
Conference Course of Study. 

.. . § 3. Those who have been on Trial in an Annual Con- 
ference for two years, and shall have completed satisfac- 
torily to the Annual Conference the first two years of 
the Conference Course of Study. 

§ 4. Those Preachers on Triarl who shall be appointed 
by a Bishop to a foreign mission, or to a remote field in 
any Conferencej or to a Church in a foreign country 
outside of a. Mission or Conference, or to a Chaplaincy 
in the Army or Navy, in a Prison, or in a Reformatory, 
Sanitary or Charitable Institution; pr(ycidedy that the 
Bishop and a majority of the Presiding Elders recom- 
mend such election, 
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CHAPTER IV. 

ELDERS. 

I • . 

IT 166 , An Elder is constituted by the election of the 
Annual Conference, and by the laying on of the hands 
of a Bishop and of some of the Elders who are present. 

f 167 . An Elder has authority to preach; to conduct 
Divine Worship ; to solemnize Matrimony ; and to ad- 
minister the Sacraments of Baptism and the Lord’s 
Supper. 

IT 16 §. Preachers of the following classes are eligible 
to the OflSce of Elder: 

§ 1. Those who, having been for four consecutive 
years Local Deacons, shall present a recommendation 
for Elders’ Orders from the District Conference (or from 
the Quarterly Conference where no District Conference 
exists), duly attested by the President and Secretary 
thereof; and shall have completed satisfactorily to the 
Annual Conference the Studies prescribed for Local 
Deacons who are candidates for Elders’ Orders. 

Note 1. Preachers on Trial in an Annual Conference are for purposes 
of ordination* as for amenability, considered as Local Preachers. 

Note 2. But the Election of such Preachers to Elders’ Orders prop« 
erly precedes their Admission to Full Membership. 

§ 2. Those who have been in Full Membership in the 
Annual Conference, and also Deacons, for two successive 
years, and shall have completed, satisfactorily to the 
Conference, the Conference Course of Study. 

§ 3. Those who, having been received on Trial, and 

elected to the office of Deacon under the provisions of 
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T 165, § 2, shall have completed, satisfactorily to the 
Conference, the Conference Course of Study, and been 
admitted* into Full Membership. ! 

§ 4. Those who, having been received on trial in an 
Annual Conference; have been appointed to a foreign 
mission, or to the Pastorate of a Church in a foreign 
country outside of a Mission or Conference. 

IF 169 . The Annual Conferences in India are author- 
ized, with the concurrence of the Bishop presiding,; to 
elect to the Office of Deacon or Elder Local Preachers 
who have been engaged in the regular work for two 
years, or four years, respectively. 

IF 170 . When a Preacher shall have passed his exam- 
ination, and been admitted into Full Membership, and 
been elected to the Office of a Deacon, but fails of his 
Ordination through the absence of the Bishop, his eligi- 
bility to the Office of Elder shall count from the time 
of his election to' the Office of Deacon, 

CHAPTER V. . .. ‘ * - 

BISHOPS. 

IF 171 . A Bishop is to be constituted by the election 
of the General Conference and the laying on of the 
hands of three Bishops, or at least of one Bishop and 
two Eldei*s. But the General Conference may authorize 
the election of a Missionary Bishop in the interim of the 
General Conference. 

IF 172 . If by death, or otherwise, there be no Bishop 
remaining in our Church, the General Conference shall 
elect a Bishop, and the ,Eldei’s, or any three of them, 

who shall be appointed: by the Gb.*eral Conference for 
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that purj^ose, shall consecrate him accoMing to the 
Ritual. 

1 173 . The duties of a Bishop are: 

§ 1. To preside in the Annual Conferences. 

§ 2. To form the Districts according to his judg- 
ment. 

§ 3. To fix the appointments of the Preachers under 
the following provisions and limitations : 

1. He shall not allow any Preacher to remain in the 

same Pastoral Charge more than five consecutive years,, 
nor more than five years* in any consecutive ten., Never- 
theless, if in any case the' term of five years shall expire 
in the interval between the,, sessions . of .the Annual 
Conference, he may continue him- until the next ses- 
sion,! provided the time shall not be more than six 
months. *v i 

2. He shall not allow a Presiding .Elder to. preside in 
the same District more than six consecutive years, nor 
more than six years in any consecutive twelve. But 
Presiding Elders in either Missions or Mission Confer- 
ences in heathen lands may be appointed to the same 
District for more thin six*consecutive years. 

3. He may make the following appointments annually, 
without limitation of time : 

1. The Corresponding Secretaries of* our Cohnec- 

tional Benevolent Societies ' and Boards, and 

the Assistant Corresponding Secretaries of the 

Board of Church Extension. ’ 

2. The Publishing Agents at New York and Cin- 

cinnati. • 

‘ ' 8. The Editors and Assistant Editors at New York, 

' Syracuse, Pittsburg, Cincinnati, Chicago,* St. 

Louis, San Francisco, and New Orleans, and 

the Editor of Zion's Herald. ^ ■ 
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4. Missionaries to the Indians, , to neglected por- 
tions of our cities (including the Five Points 
Mission in New York), to foreign lands, and 
to foreign populations in the United States 
where Preachers are obtained with difficulty, 
including, however, no Germans but those on 
the Pacific coast. 

6. Our Preachers in Germany and Switzerland. 

6. Chaplaina to Prisons, to Reformatory, Sanitary, 

and Charitable Institutions, and in the Army 
and Navy. 

7. Preachers appointed to labor for the special 

benefit of Seamen. 

8. Ministers in the service of the American Bible 

Society, or, of any State Bible Society auxib 
iary thereto. 

9. The Minister stationed at the American Chapel 
’ in Paris. 

10. The Presidents, Principals, and Teachers of in- 
stitutions. of learning which are under our 
care;- and also those who, upon the request of an 
Annual Conferemey are appointed to. institu- 
tions of learning not under our care. 

4. He may, ^ requested hy an Annual Conferencey ap- 
point^ — 1 * 

1. An Agent to travel throughout such Con- 
ference for the purpose ^of distributing 
Tracts. 

• 2. Ah Agent to promote the cause of Temper- 
ance. 

3. An Agent or Agents for the benefit of our ip- 

' - ' stitu tions of learning. , I . . 

4. An Agent for the German Publishing Fund; ^ ^ 

6. Agents for other benevolent institutions.* 
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6. Editors of unofficial Papers or t Magazines. pub- 

lished in the interest of the Methodist Epis- 
copal Church;. the* Annual Confer- 

ences of which 'they are Members shall request 
' ‘ ^ ^ such appointment; and provided^ further, that 

•“ in’ no 'such case shall the Church incur any 
financial responsibility. 

7. One or more Members of an Annual Conference to 

^ * do evangelistic work, oh Charges •'^ithin that 

Conference df invited by their Pastors, and in 
cooperation with them ; or in neglected terri- 
■ ' tory within any District, when * requested by, 
and in cooperation with, the Presiding Elder 
• ‘ of such District ; the Conference shall 

determine by vote how 'many of* its Members 
may be thus appointed ; and, provided further, 
the said Annual Conference shall by vote of 
two thirds of its Members pre^nt arid voting 
request such appointment. T 198, § 29. " T 

§ 4. To change, in the interval between the sessions 
of the Annual Conference, the appointments of the 
Pi’eachers as necessity may require and as the Discipline 
directs. ^ ^ ^ 

§ 5. To travfeb through the Connection at large.^ . . 

§ 6. To oversee the spiritual and temporal business 
of bur Church. • 

' § 7. To preside, when present, in the District Confer- 
ence. 

§ ‘8. To Consecrate Bishops, and Ordain Elders and 
Deacons. 

9. T6 decid e all Questions of Law involved in pro- 
ceedings pending in an Annual Conference, subject to 
appeal* tblthe iCeineral Conference; but in all cases the 

application of law shall bo with the Conference*. 
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1 iy4. The Bishops shall prescribe the studies upon 
which those applying for License to preach, for Orders 
as Local Preachers, and for Reception on Trial shall re- 
spectively be examined ; and also (1) a Course of Study 
for Local Preachers, extending through four years, and 
(2) a Conference Course of Study, extending through 
four years, to be pursued by those who have been re- 
ceived on Trial in an Annual Conferene'e. / 

T lys, A Bishop may leave without appointment a 
Preacher on Trial or a Member of an Annual Confer- 
ence w;ho desires to attend any of our literary or theolog- 
ical Seminaries, whenever he shall be requested so td do 
by the Annual Conference and it shall seem to him ex- 
pedient; provided, however, that the time thus spent in 
. school shall not count on that required for Trial in the 
Annual Conference^ 

IF’ 176. A Bishop may, when he judges it necessary, 
unite two or more Pastoral Charges for Quarterly Con- 
ference purposes, without affecting their separate finan- 
cial interests or pastoral relations. 

If 177. If a Bishop cease from traveling at large 
among the people without the consent of the General 
Conference he shall not thereafter exercise, in any de- 
gree,’ the Episcopal Office in our Church. - 

T 17§. In case there be no Bishop to travel at large 
throu^ the Districts and exercise the Episcopal Office, 
on account of death or otherwise, the Districts shall be 
regulated in every respect by the Annual Conferences 
and the Presiding Elders in the interval of the sessions 
of the General Conference, ordination excepted. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

MISSIONARY BISHOPS. 

1 179 . A Missionary Bishop is a Bishop elected fora 
specified Foreign Mission field, with full Episcopal 
powers, but with Episcapal jurisdiction limited to the • j 
Poi^ign Mission field for which he was elected. | 

T 1§0. A iMissionary Bishop is not, in the meaning | 
•of*the Discipline, a General Superintendent. j 

.IF 1 § 1 . A Missionary Bishop is not subordinate to | 
the General Superintendents, but is coordinate with . I 
them in authority in the field to which he is appointed. 

In the practichl application of this coordinate authoirity, j 
when the General Superintendents are majking theirl as- 
signments to the Conferences, any Missionary Bishop ^ 
who may be in the United States shall sit with them I 
when his field is under consideration ; and arrangements | 
^ shall be made so that once in, every quadrennium, and j 
not oftener unless a serious emergency arise, every Mis- 
sion over which a Missionary Bishop has jurisdiction j 
shall be administered conjointly by the General Super- | 
intendents and the Missionary Bishop.. In case‘Of:a 
diflference of judgment the existing status shall con»- | 
tinue, unless overruled by the General Superintendents, | 
who shall have power to decide finally. ^ * 

1 1§2. A* Missionary Bishop is amenable for his con> S 
duct to the General Conference, as is a General Superin- 
tendent. 

IF 1 § 3 . The election of a Missionary Bishop carries 

with it his assignment to a specified Foreign Mission 
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field, and such Bishop cannot be made a General Super- 
intendent except by a distinct election to that office. 

IT 1 § 4 . A Missionary Bishop shall receive his support 
from the Missionary Society, 

IT 185 . A Missionary Bishop shall be ex officio a mem- 
ber of the General Missionary Committee, and shall, in his 
field, cooperate with the Missionary Society of the 
Church in. the same way in which a General Superin- 
tendent cooperates in the Foreign Mission field over 
which he has Episcopal charge. 

^ 186 . When a Missionary Bishop, by death or other 
cause, ceases to perform Episcopal duty for the foreign 
field to which he was assigned by the General Confer- 
ence, the General Superintendents shall at once take 
supervision of said field. 

: IT 187 . The transfer of a Preacher from a field within 
the jurisdiction of a Missionary Bishop to a Conference 
under the Episcopal supervision of a General Superin- 
tendent, or from a Conference under the Episcopal 
supervision of a General Superintendent to a" field within 
the jurisdiction of a Missionary Bishop, shall require 
mutual agreement between the two Bishops; 'and a sim- 
ilar agreement shall be required, between the two 
Bishops having charge when the proposed transfer is 
between two Foreign fields over which there are Mis- 
sionary Bishops. ' ^ ! I ^ 

IT 188 . In case of a complaint against, or the trial of, 
a Missionary ^Bishop, the preliminary steps shall be as in 
the case of a General Superintendent, hut the Mission- 
ary Bishop may he tried before a Judicial Conference in 
the United States of America. . 
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CHAPTER VII. 

PRESIDING ELDERS. 

IT 1 § 9 . Presiding Elders are to be chosen and ap- 
pointed by the Bishops. 

IT 190 . The duties of a Presiding Elder are: 

§ 1. To travel through his District. 

§ 2. In the absence of a Bishop to take charge of all 
the Traveling Ministers, Local Preachers, and Exhorters 
in his District, as the Discipline directs. 

§' 3. To change the appointments of Preachers in his 
District, if necessary, during the interval between the 
sessions of the Conference^ and in the absence of a 
Bishop; provided, that a Presiding Elder shall not 
change a Preacher in his district from a Charge to which 
he has been appointed by a Bishop and appoint him to 
another to which he could not be legally appointed by a 
Bishop. The law of limitation applies also to Super- 
numerary, Superannuated, and Local Preachers who 
are employed in the Pastoral work. IT 173, § 3. 

§ 4. To preside in the District Conference in the ab- 
sence of a Bishop. 

§ 5. To be .present, as far as practicable, at all the 
Quarterly Meetings, especially at the first and fourth, 
and at each to call together the Quarterly Conference to 
transact the business assigned to it by the Discipline. 

§ 6. To issue Licenses and to renew them; in accordance 
with the action of the District or Quarterly Couferi6nces. 

§ 7. To oversee the spiritual and temporal business of 
the Church in his District. 

§ 8. To see that all Charters, Deeds, and other Con- 
veyances of Church property in his District conform 
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strictly to the laws, usages, and forms of the State or 
Territory .within which such property is situated, and 
also to the Discipline.* 

§ 9.^ To see that all Church property is w ell insured. 

§ l6. To promote by all proper means the interests of 
Missions, Church Extension, Education, Sunday Schools, 
and Epwoiiih Leagues ; to observe the rules of the ( 
Church on these and other benevolent causes, and to | 
secure conformity thereto by both Pastors and Quarterly | 
Conferences. 

§ 11. To report to the Annual Conference the condi- 
tion and statistics of the literary and theological insti- 
tutions located in his District, and under the care of our 
Church: and to ask at the last Quarterly Conference of 
each Charge, the questions set forth in IT 338. 

§ 12. To carefully inquire at each Quarterly Confer- 
ence whether the rules respecting the instruction of 
children have been faithfully observed; and to report 
to the Annual Conference the names of all Pastors 
within his District who have not observed these rules, 
irir 46, 347, 348. 

§ 13. To take care that every part of our Discipline 
be enforced in his District. 

§ 14. To decide all Questions of Law involved in pro- 
ceedings pending in a District or Quarterly Conference, 
subject to an appeal to the President of the next An- 
nual Conference ; but in all cases the application of law 
shall be with the Conference. 

§ 15. To attend the Bishop when present in his Dis- 
trict, and to give him by letter, when absent, all neces- 
sary information of the state of his District. 

♦For specific information on the laws of the States and Terri- 
tories concerning Church Incorporations, Trustees, Titles, etc., consult 
The Religion of the Republic^ by Kev. A. J. Kyuett, D.D., Secretary of the 
Board of Church Extension. 
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§ 16. To furnish the Member of the General Mission- 
ary Committee for his General Conference District, 
prior to the annual meeting of that Committee, a writ- 
ten statement of the condition of the Missions under his 
care, and of their pecuniary needs. 

§ 17. To direct the attention of candidates for the 
Ministry to the advantages of li thorough training in 
the literary and theological schools of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, and also to direct those who are ad- 
mitted on Trial to the Course of Study prescribed by 
the Bishops. 

§ 18. To explain .to Preachers on Trial, as well as to 
those who are to be proposed for Trial, that the Annual 
Conference may refuse to admit them to Full Member- 
ship without doing them any wrong. 

' IT 191 . If any Pastor absent himself from his Charge 
the Presiding Elder shall, as far as possible, fill his place 
with another Preacher, who shall be paid for his labors 
out of the allowance of the absent Pastor, and in pro- 
portion thereto. ^ 

IT 192 . A Presiding Elder shall not employ a Preacher 
who has been rejected by the previous Annual Confer- 
ence, unless the Conference give him authority. 




CHAPTER VIII. 



PASTORS. (Preachers in Charge.) , 

IT 193 . The duties of the Pastor of a Station or Cir- 
cuit are: 

§ 1,. To have the oversight of the other Preachers in 
his Pastoral Charge, 

§3, To appoint all the Leaders: to change them 
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when he deems it necessary; and to examine .each of 
them, with all possible exactness, at least once, a quar- 
ter, concerning bis method of leading a Class. 

§ 3. To receive persons on Probation, and into'Full 
Membership after Probation; to. receive and dismiss 
Members by Certificate; ^nd to administer the Disci- 
pline within his Charge. ^ 

§ 4 . To read and explain the General Rules at least 
once a year in every Congregation. 

§ 5. To enforce vigorously but calmly the rules of the 
Church. 

§ 6. To appoint Prayer Meetings wherever advisable 
in his Charge. 

§ 7. To arrange the appointments, wherever practi- 
cable, so as to give the Local Preachers regular and sys- 
tematic employment on the Sabbath. 

§ 8. To license such pei*sons as he may deem proper 
to officiate as Exhorters in the Church, according to the ‘ 
‘ provisions of the Discipline. IT 203. * 

»§ 9. To hold Watch-night Meetings yearly, and Love 
Feasts quarterly ; suffering no Love Feast to last above 
an hour and a half ; to hcfid Quarterly Meetings in the 
absence of the ‘Presiding Elder, and of the Traveling 
Elder appointed by him as his substitute. / < 

§ 10. To take care that every Society be supplied with 
our Church literature. 

§ 11. To form Classes -of the larger children, youth, 
and adults for instruction in the word of God;* and to 
attend to all the duties prescribed for the training of 
children. ITT 46, 347, 348. 

§ 12. To catechise the children publicly in the Sunday 
School, and at special meetings appointed for that pur- 
pose, and also privately; to report to each Quarterly 

Conference the extent to which he has done this worlu 
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I ' § 13. To organize, if possible, and to maintain, if 

I practicable. Chapters of the Ep worth League. ^ ^ ^ 

I § 14. To examine the accounts of the Stewards. 

I § 15. To see that the Stewards provide whenever 

I practicable unfermented wine for use in the Sacrament 

I of the Lord’s Supper. ^ ' 

' § 16. To appoint a person to receive the quarterly col- 

lection in the* Classes. * 

II § 17. To see that public collections be made quarterly, 

I if heed be. 

§ 18. To call the Committee on Temperance together 
at least once in three months for the pui-pose of con- 
sidering the best means to be employed for promoting 
the cause of Temperance in the community. 

§ 19: To recommend everywhere decency and cleanliness. 

§ 20. To attend to all the duties enjoined upon Pastors 
^ in reference to Education, Sunday Schools and the Sun- 

i| day School Union, Missions, Church Extension, the 

Freedmen’s Aid and Southern Education Society, and 
the distribution of Tracts, forniing societies and taking 
collections to aid these objects in such manner as the 
Annual Conference shall from time to* time direct. 

§ 21. To take a collection or subscription, if the An- 
nual Conference shall not give other directions on the 
subject, the proceeds of which shall be at the disposal 
of the Pastor for the distribution of Tracts. 

§ 22. To take an annual collection in behalf of tbe 
American Bible Society. j 

, § 23. To take a collection previous to the session of. 

each General Conference to aid in defraying .the ex- 
penses thereof; and the sums so collected shall be 
brought up by the Delegation to the General Conference, 
and applied to the object above specified in proportion 
to the expenses of the several Delegates*' r 
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§ 24; To register carefully 'Marriages and Baptisms. 

§ 25. To give an account of his Charge every quarter 
to his Preading Elder. ■ ' . . 

§ 86, To. make a written report at each Quarterly Con- 
ference in the order, and covering all the items, set forth 
in the following form : ' 

The Preacher in Charge of . . . . presents th^ following 

QUARTERLY REF^ORT 

of the Oha/rge to the Quarterly Confe/rence held 

at •••**• 

• m 

I. Sunday Schools and Beligious Instruction. 

1. Number of Sunday Schools 

2. State of the Schools 

3. Average Attendance... 

4. Number of Sermons preached by the Pastor to the 

children '. 

5. Number of times the Pastor has catechised the Chil- 

dren .-.i . ..<A... 

6. Number of Classes of Children formed for religious 

instruction * 

u, \1, . Changes In Merrdyer ship, 

[NOTE.-^Enter under each item the names of persons concerned.] 

1. Admitted from Probation • • • 

2. Enrolled by Certificate • 

3. Granted Certificates 

4. Deceased 

‘ 5. Withdrawn i ; . . : . : 

6l Excluded ...... .^ * • . 

* ^ *’ in. Bastordl Labor. 

1. Number ’of Pastoral Visits • • • • • • • • • » 

2. ’ Other Itdins ^ .1'. • 

li Missions. * • : i 

2. Church Extension. ..L ..^*. ... .... ..•...•••••••• • • • • * * 

3. Education 
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4. Freedmen’s Aid and Southern Education*. • 

5. Sunday Schools and Sunday School Union 

6. Tracts 

I I 

7. American Bible Society 

8. Other Objects r. 

V. SubscHbers for our Ihriodicals. 

[Note.— T o be reported only at Fourth Quarterly Conference.] 

1. ....*. ..Christian Advocate N....‘ 

2. Methodist Review 

3. Sunday School Journal 

4. Sunday School Advocate 

5. The Classmate 

6. Epworth Herald 

7. Other Periodicals^^ 

FreacTier in Charge, 

§ 27. To make an exact report to the Annual Con- 
ference of all the items embraced in the Statistics of the 
Conference, and to deliver to the Conference Treasurer 
all moneys raised for our benevolent causes, or satisfac- 
tory vouchers for the same. 1 82-85. 

§ 28. To make at the close of each Conference year a 
Visiting List of the Members in Towns and Cities, by 
streets and numbers, and to leave it to his successor, 
together with a particular account of his Charge and a 
list of subscribers for our Periodicals. 

§ 29. No Pastor shall engage an evangelist other than 
those appointed by the Bishop of his Conference, without 
first obtaining the written consent of his Presiding Elder. . 

§ 30. No preaching-place shall be discontinued in the 
intervals between the sessions of the Annual Conference 
without the consent and advice of the Quarterly Confer- 
ence and of the Presiding Elder; and when thus discon- 
tinued the names of the Members shall be transferred to 
such contiguous Classes as the Members may selectf 
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IT 194. A Supernumerary Minister is one who, because 
of impaired health, is temporarily unable to perform full 
work. He may receive an appointment, or be left with- 
out one, according to the judgment of the Annual Con- 
ference of which he is a member ; and he shall be subject 
to all the limitations of the Discipline in respect to re- 
appointment and continuance in the same Charge that 
apply to Effective Ministers. In case he has no Pastoral 
Charge, he shall have a seat in the Quarterly Conference, 
and all the privileges of membership, in the place where 
he resides. He shall report to the Fourth Quarterly Con- 
ference, and to the Pastor, all Marriages solemnized and. 
all Baptisms administered. In case he resides beyond 
the bounds of his Conference he shall forward annually 
a Certificate similar to that required of a Superannuated 
Minister. He shall have no claim on the Conference 
funds except by vote of the Conference. 



Superannuated Ministers. 

1 105. Every Superannuated Minister, who is not em- 
I ployed as Pastor of a Charge, shall have a seat in the 
i Quarterly Conference, and all the privileges of member- 
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ship in the Church where he resides. He shall report to 
the Fourth Quarterly Conference and to the Pastor all 
Marriages solemnized and all Baptisms administered. If 
he resides without the bounds of the Conference of which 
he is a Member, he sliall annually forward to his Confer- 
ence a certificate of his Christian and Ministerial con- 
duct, together with an account of the number and cir- 
cumstances of his family, signed by the Presiding Elder 
of the District or the Pastor of the Charge within whose 
bounds he resides ; without which the Conference shall 
not be required to ^ow his claim, and may locate hiin 
without his consent. 
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CHAPTER I. 

LOCAL PREACHERS. 

IT 196 . Wherever a District Conference exists, the 
powers hereinafter conferred on Quarterly Conferences 
in relation to Local Preachers and Exhorters shall be ex- 
ercised only by the District Conference ; but it shall not 
license any person to preach, nor renew the License of 
any person to preach or exhort, nor recommend any 
Local Preacher to the Annual Conference for Orders, or 
for Recognition of Orders, or for Reception on Trial, 
without the previous recommendation of the Quarterly 
Conference, or of the Leaders and Stewards’ Meeting of 
the Charge of which such pei*son or Pre^her is a 
Member, 

If 197 . The Quarterly Conference, where no District 
Conference exists, shall have authority — . 

1. To license proper persons to preach; provided^ they 
shall have been previously recommended by the Society 
of which they are Members, or by the Leaders and Stew- 
ards’ Meeting ; shall have passed a satisfactory exami- 
nation in the studies prescribed for candidates for 
License to preach; shall have been examined in the 
presence of the Conference on the subject of Doctrine 
and Discipline; and shall also have satisfactorily 
answered the question. Will you wholly abstain from 
the use of tobacco? And no Member .of the Church 
shall be at liberty to preach without such a License. 

2. To examine Local Preachers in the Course of Study 
prescribed for them; to inquire into the gifts, labors,. 
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and usefulness of each by name; and to renew their 
Licenses annually when, in the judgment of the 
Conference, their gifts, grace, and usefulness, and their 
faithfulness and proficiency in study, warrant such re- 
newal. , ' " J 

3. To recommend to the Annual jQonference Local 

Preachers who are suitable candidates for Deacons’ or 
Elders’ Orders (1FT 165, 168), for Recognition of Orders 
(IT 154), or for Reception on Trial (IT 146), such candir 
dates having been- previously examined in the'^ptesence 
of the Quarterly. Conference on'ithetsubject of i Doctrine 
and Discipline. ‘n. ’ 

4. To tiy, ‘Suspend, deprive of Ministeriial' office and 

Credentials, expel, or acquit' any Local ‘Preacher of the 
Circuit or Station against whom Charges shall have been 
preferred. >1[ir 236-248. • "• ^ 

i . 

‘ Note.— F or the Licensing, Amenability, and Appeal of Local Preach- 
ers in Missions, In, the United States and TeiTltories, see t 356. » ' 

IF 10§, § 1. Every Local Preacher, ordained or uhor- 
dained, not having a Pastoral Charge, Shall be a member 
of, and amenable to,'th‘e Quarterly Conference where he 
resideSi’’ j: j i ^ ‘ 

§*'3. But if he has"a Pastoral' Charge, his Quarterly 
Conference' membership shall be in^ that Charge.*' ' * 

§.S; Whenever a Preacher, is Located or Discontintied 

by an Annual Conference he shall thereupon hold his? 

Quarterly Conference tnember^hip where he resides at 

the time of Location or‘Discontinuance. ' ‘ ^ 

’ §4. When a Local Preacher shall change his residence 

he shall procure from ^the Pastor of the Charge from 

which he reniovas, or from’the Presiding Elder of the 

District; a Cerriflcate of his' Official Standing and of 

Dismissal, and shall present it t6 the Pastor of the Cha%e 

te which he removes^ ' If h^ nbglCcts to db this he Shall 
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not be recogtiized; nor use his office, as a Local Preac 
in the Charge to which he has removed ; and he sht 
continue to be amenable to the Quarterly Conference oi 
the Charge from which he' has removed, which may, if 
the neglect be- long continued; after due notice, try him 
for persistent disobedience to the order of the Church, 
and upon* conviction thereof deprive him of Ministerial 
Office and Credentials. * - . 

1 199 , The Presiding Elders and the Pastors are 
required so to arrange the appointments, wherever it is 
practicable, as to give the^ Local Preachers regular and 
systematic employment bn the Sabbath. 

IT 200 . Every Local Preacher shall be enrolled in a 
Class, and meet with it. He sliall make to the District 
or Quartply Conference a report of his labors, as follows: 
1. Number, of Sermons preached ; 2. Number of Prayer 
Meetings attended; 3. Number of Class Meetings at- 
tended; , 4. Number of .Sunday Schools attended; 5. 
Number of Funerals conducted ; 6. Miscellaneous Items. 
He shall also report (1) the umber of Marriages solem- 
nized, with the names of the persons married; and 
(2) the Number of Baptisms administered, with the 
names and ages of the persons baptized^ that due entry 
may be jnade by the Pastor in the Church Records. ^ If 
a‘ Local Preacher, be found neglectful of any of the 
above duties, or unacceptable in his Ministerial office, 
the Quarterly Conference may, after due trial, deprive 
him of his Ministerial office. 

IT 201 . WhenevOT.a Locd Preacher fills the place of 

a Pastor, with the approbation, of the Presiding Elder, 

he shall be paid for hTs time a sum proportioned to the 

allowance of the Pastor, which sum shall be paid by the 

Charge at the next Quarterly Meeting, if the Pastoi^ 

whose place he filled was either sick or necessarily 
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absent ; and in othejr cases, out of the allowance of the 
Pastor. : V ‘ . 

IT 303. If a Local Preacher be distressed in his tem- 
poral circumstances on account of his service in the 
Charge he may apply to the Quarterly Conference, which 
may give him such relief as is judged proper, after the 
allowance of the Pastors and their families, and all other 
regular allowances, are paid. 



chapter.il 

EXHORTERS. ^ . 

I , 

IT 303 . An Exhorter shall be constituted by the 
recommendation of the Class of which he is a member, 
or of the Leaders and Stewards’ Meeting of the Charge, 
and a License signed by the Pastor. 

1 304 . The duties of an Exhorter are, to hold Meet- 
ings for Prayer and Exhortation wherever opportunity 
is afforded, subject to the direction of the Pastor; to 
attend all the sessions of the District and Quarterly Con- 
ferences, and to present a written report to the same. 
He shall be subject to an annual examination of charac- 
ter in the Quarterly Conference, and a renewal of Li- 
cense, to be signed by the President thereof. . 
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CHAPTER III. 

DEACONESSES. 



IT 20$. In all Annual Conferences, a Conference 
Deaconess Board of nine members, at least three of 

whom shall be women, shall be appointed by the Con- 
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ference for such tcru) of service as the Conference may 
decide, whose duty it shall be to encoumge. and pro- 
rnote the establishment and support of Deaconess Homes 
and toi exercise general control of this form of Christian 
work within the Conference, according to the provisions 
of this chapter. This Board shall furnish annually to 
the Annual Conference a statement, of the nunaber of 
Deaconesses in each Houie^ how employed, and > the 
amounts of money received, and howi expended, and 
sueh other statistics as the Annual Conference may re- 
quire. ij : • 

ir 206. Each candidates for license as a Deaconess 
must be ‘Over twenty-five years of age, and recommended 
by the Quarterly Conference of the Church of which* she^ 
is a Member, and when coming from a training, institu- 
tion or Home, by the superintendent or managers of the 
same. She must also have given two years of continu- 
ous probationary service,^ and have passed a satisfactory 
examination by the Conference Board as to religious 
qualification and in the course of study prescribed for 
Deaconesses hy the Bishops. 

- IT- 807, The Conference Board shall grant License to 
all women thus qualified and recommended, and shall 
arrange for their Consecration as Deaconesses according, 
to a uniform order of service prescribed by the Disci- 
pline (App.ir5&),- and shall report each- year the names 
and work of such Deaconesses to the Annual Conference, 
the approval of which shall be necessary for the continu- 
ance of any Deaconess in her oflSce;. / ^ 

H 30§w The duties of a Deaconess are to minister to 
the poor, care for . the sick, provide for the orphauj com- 
fort the sorrowing, ^ek the wandering, save the sin- 
nihg, and, V relinquishing all other pursuits, to devote 
herself to these and other forms of Christian lahor* No 
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vow of perpetual service shall be exacted from any 
Deaconess. She shall be at liberty to relinquish her 
position as such at any time, but while engaged in this 
voluntary service she shall be entitled to a suitable sup- 
port. She shall also wear the distinctive costume pre- 
scribed by the Home with which she is connected, and^ 
it isi recommended that this garb be as imifonn as prac- 
ticable throughout the Church. 

1 209. Each Deact)ness not in a Home shall be under 
the direction of the ]*astor of the Church of which she 
is a Member, who shall certify to her character and 
standing when removing to a Home or another Charge, 
but those who are members of a Home shall be subor- 
dinate to and -directed by the superintendent in chargCji 
who shall certify in Avriting the character and standing 
of any Deaconess rejuoVing to another Home or to an- 
other field of labor i i which she is regularly employed^ < 
The' Woman’s Foreign Missionary Society^ 
the Woman’s Home Missionary Society; and other benev- 
oleht societies of the Church may freely employ Deacon- 
esses and maintain Homes in the prosecution of their 
work, but without altering the relation of smd Deacon- 
esses to the Church and the Conference - within which, 
they labor. • ■ i- • 

‘IT 211 . No Home shall be recognized as a Methodist 
Deaconess Home until it be authorized < by the Confer- 
ence Board, and approved by the Annual Conference, 
and shall conform to the regulations of this chapter, and 
no person shall be recognized or employed as a Deacon- 
ess of 1 the Methodist' Episcopal Church who does not 
comply with the foregoing disciplinary requirements. 

T 212 . The foregoing provisions, so far as they relate 
to Annual Conferences, shall be applicable also to Mis- 
sioh Conferences and Missions. ‘ : 

m 
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CHAPTER I. 

THE TRIAL AND APPEAL OF A BISHOP. 

t 313«* A Bishop is answerable for his conduct to 
• the General * Conference, which shall have power to 
order the manner of his trial. _ . 

IT 914 . When a Bishop' is accused of immoral con- 
duct, the Presiding Elder within whose District said 
immorality is alleged to have been committed shall call 
to hia aid four Traveling Elders, which five Ministers 
shall carefully inquire into the case ; and if, in their 
judgment, there is reasonable ground for such accusa- 
tion, they, or a majority of them, shall prepare* and sign 
the proper charge in the case, and shall send a copy 
tliereof, so signed, to the accused, and shall give notice 
thereof to one of the Bishops. Said Bishop, so notified, 
shall convene a Judicial Conference, to be composed 
of the Triers of Appeals, appointed as hereinafter pro- 
vided, in five neighboring Conferences. And the said 
Judicial Conference shall have full power to try the 
accused Bishop, and to suspend him from the func- 
tions of his Office, or expel him from the Church, as 
they may deem his offense requires. One of the Bishops 
shall preside at his trial. 

1 215 . The accused shall have the right of peremp- 
tory challenge, yet not so as to reduce -the number of 
the Judicial Conference below twenty-one. 

IT 916 . The President of such Judicial Conference 
shfiH, at the commencement of the trial, appoint a Sec- 
-retary, who shall make a correct "record of the proceed- 
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ings, and of all the evidence in the case, which, when 
read and approved, shall be sigrim by the President 
and Secretary. 

t 217. In case of imprudent conduct, the Presiding 
Elder within whose District tlie alleged offense occurred 
shall, take with him two Traveling Elders^ and, shall 
^dmdiiish the Bishops so offending. In* case bf a 
second offense, one of the Bishops, together with three 
Traveling Elders, shall call upon him, and reprehend 
and admonish him. If he still persist, im his impru- 
dence, he shall then be tried in the manner* ordered ’ 

in If 214-216... I * ; 

f In case the alleged immorality or imprudence 
has been committed without the bounds of any District, 
the Presiding Elder within the bounds of whose Dis- 
trict the Bishop resides shall proceed as hereinbefore 
specified. . ^ ^ . . » * 

f S819, When a Bishop disseminateSj^ publicly or 
privately, doctrines which are contrary to our ‘Articles 
of ^Religion or established standards of doctrine, the 
nsame process shall be .<observed as ?is- prescribed in 
>ff 214-216. I ‘.i/i 

f A Bishop shall have the right of Appeal* to 
' the ensuing General Conference, if he signify his inten- 
tion to. appeal within three months of the time when he 
is informed of his conviction. And in case of auAppeal, 
the record of the triaDand all the documents relating 
to the case, including the charges and. specifications, 
shall be transmitted to the ensuing General Conference, 
which record and documents'* only shall be used in 
evidence in the trial of the Appeal. The. General Con- 
ference may, at its discretion, hear the Appeal by a 
- Judicial Committee of its own number. .• ‘ ~ 

i f ft2l. Complaint against the administration of a 
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Trial of. a Member op Cokference. ^ 222, § 2. 

Bishop may be forwarded to the General Conference, 
and entertained thQie; provided, that in its judgment 
he has had due' notice that such ’complaint would be 
made. 

Note.— F or Amenability and Trial of a Missionary Bishop, see 

n IS^ISS. 

CHAPTER II. 

TRIAL OF A MEMBER OF CONFERENCE. 

f 222 . When a Member of an Annual Conference is 
under report of being guilty of some crime expressly for- 
bidden in the Word of God, sufficient to exclude a person 
,from the kingdom of grace and glory: 

§ 1. In the interval between tlie sessions of the An- 
nual Conference the , Presiding Elder shall call not less 
than five nor more than nine Membeis of the Conference 
to investigate the case, and/ if possible, bring the accused 
and accuser face to face. He shall preside throughout 
the proceedings, and shall certify and* declare the ver- 
dict of the Committee; and he shall cause, a correct 
record of the charges, specifications, proceedings, and 
evidenceiin the investigation to be kept. and transmitted 
to the Annual Conference. = ' 

§ 2. Biit if the accused be*a Presiding Elder, > three of 
'^the senior Ministers of his District shall inquire into the 
character the report, and, if they judge it necessary, 
they shall call in the Presiding Elder of any adjoining 
-District of the Conference, who shall appoint a Commit- 
tee of not less than five or more than nine Elders of the 
Annual Conference of whichrthe accused is a Member, 
to investigate the case, and he shall also preside at the 

investigation. 

9 137 
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§ 8. If in either of the above cases of investigation 
the accused, after due notice given him, shall refuse or 
neglect to appear before the Committee, the investi- 
gation shall proceed in his absence. If in either case 
the charge be sustained the accused shall be suspended 
by the Committee from all Ministerial iservices and 
Church privileges until the ensuing Annual Con- 
ference, at which his case shall be fully considered 
and determined upon the evidence contained in the 
record of the investigation, and such other evidence 
as may be adinitted. 

§4. A Supernumerary or Superannuated Minister re- 
siding without the bounds of his own Conference shall 
be subject, under the authority of the Presiding Elder 
of the District within which he resides, to the inves- 
tigation prescribed in 1 222, § 1. But, in such case, all 
the papers, including the record^ of the investigation, 
charges, evidence, and findings, shall be transmitted to 
the ensuing session of the' Annual Conference of which 
the accused is a Member, on which papers, and such other 
evidence as mav be admitted, the case shall be determined. 

§ 5. If, in any of the foregoing cases of investigation, 
counsel has not been provided for the Church, or for the 
accused, the Presiding Elder shall have power to appoint 
counsel for both, or for either. 

§ 6. In both the' investigation and the trial of a Min- 
ister, witnesses from without shall not be rejectedj and 
the testimony of an absent witness may be taken before 
the Preacher in Charge where such witness resides, or 
before a Prearher appointpfl by the P’esiding Elder of 
the District within which .such witness resides; pro- 
Tided, in every casc' suffieicHt notice has been given to 
the adverse party of the time and place of taking such 
testimony. 
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§ 7. An Annual Conference may entertain and try 
charges against its Members though no investigation 
upon them has been held, or though an investigation 
has not resulted in suspension, due notice having been 
given to the accused. 

IT 333* Any Traveling or Local Preacher who shall 
hold religious service within the bounds of any Mission, 
Circuit, or Station, when requested by the Preacher in 
Charge not to hold such services, shall be deemed guilty 
of imprudent conduct, and shall after the admonitions 
ordered in 224,240, and if he do not refrain from 
such conduct, be liable to charges and investigation 01' 
trial under the provisions of the Discipline relating to 
these respective classes of Preachers. A Local Preacher 
offending against this provision may be tried in the 
Charge where the offense was committed. 

IT 334 . In cases of improper temper, words, or ac- 
tions, the Minister so offending shall be admonished by 
bis senior in ofBce. Should a second transgression take 
place, one, two, or three Ministers are to be taken as 
witnesses. If he contmue to offend, let the Presiding 
Elder proceed as in IT 222, § 1. 

T 335 ; When a Member of an Annual Conference 
fails in business, or contracts debts which he is notable 
to pay, the Presiding Elder shall appoint three judi- 
cious Members of the Church to inspect the accounts, 
contracts, and circumstances of the supposed delinquent; 
and if, in their opinion, he has behaved dishonestly, or 
contracted debts without the probability of paying, let 
the case be disposed of according to IT 222, § 1. 

' IF 336 « When a Member of an Annual Conference 
disseminates, publicly or privately, doctrines which are 
contrary to our Articles of Religion oi established 
standards of doctrine, let the same process be observe^ 
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as is directed in IT 222, § 1. But if, after the charge k 
sustained, the Minister so offending does solemnly^ en^ 
gage to the Committee of investigation not to dissein* 
inate such erroneous doctrines in public or private, the 
Committee may waive suspension, that the case may be 
laid before the next Annual Conference, which shall de- 
termine the matter. 

■'S. _ _ ^ 

1 When a Member of an Annual Conference, in 

the interval between the sessions of his Conference, de- 
clines or ceases to do the work to which he was duly 
appointed, except for the reasons indicated in IT 162, 
let the Presiding Elder proceed as directed in f 222, 
§ 1. If the Presiding Elder fail to do this, he shall ac- 
count therefor to the next Annual Conference. 

IT 22S. When it is alleged of a Member of an An- 
nual Conference that he is so unacceptable or ineflacient 
as to be no longer useful in his work, or, without rea- 
son of impaired health of himself or family disqualifying 
him for pastoral work, goes into secular business, his 
case shall be referred to a Committee of five or more 
Members of his Conference for inquiry, and if said Com- 
mittee shall find the allegation' sustained, and shall so 
recommend, the Conference may request him to locate. 
i,| If he shall refuse, and the conditions complained of 

I' shall continue, the Conference may,' at its next session, 

i ' lj after formal trial and conviction, locate him without 

I his consent. But he shall have the right of appeal to a 

Judicial Conference, which may restore him. ^ 

IF 229. In cases of alleged maladministration — 

§ 1. A Minister shall be answeraT)le to his Conference 
on the charge of corrupt, negligent, or partisan admin- 
istration, but not for errors in judgment. 

§ 2. Errors or defects in Judicial Proceedings shall 
be duly considered when presented on appeal. But 
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Errors of Law or Administration connected with in- 
vestigations under IF 222, and Errors of Law made by 
a Presiding Elder in cases of appeal to a Quarterly 
Conference are to be corrected by the President of 
the next Annual Conference on appeal in open session, 
and the Conference may also order just and /suitable 
remedies for the injury resulting from such errors. 

§ 3. Errors of Administration not connected with Ju- 
dicial Proceedings may be presented in writing to the 
Annual Conference, for its judgment thereon, and the 
Conference may also order just and suitable remedies 
when the rights of Ministers or Members of the Church 
have been injuriously affected by such errors. 

IT The Annual Conference may, at its discre- 

tion, try an accused Member in either of the three fol- 
lowing methods : 

1. The entire trial, including the examination of wit- 
nesses, may be by the Conference in full session. 

2. The Bishop may appoint an Elder as a Commis- 
sioner to take the evidence in^tlie case, in whole or in 
part ; and said Commissioner shall cause a conect record 
of the proceedings before him, and of the evidence 
signed by the witnesses respectively, to be laid before 
the Conference, upon which evidence, and such other 
as may be admitted, the case shall be determined. 

3. Or, the Conference may appoint from its Members 
a Select Number of not less than nine nor * more than 



fifteen, to try the accused, who shall have the right to 
challenge for cause ; which Select Number, in the pres- 
ence of a Bishop, or of a Chairman whom the President 
of the Conference shall have appointed, and one or more 
of the Secretaries of the Conference, shall have full 
power to consider and determine the case accoi-ding to ) 

the rules which govern Annual Conferences in such pro- 
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feedings; and they shall make a faithful report in writ- 
ing of all their proceedings, duly subscribed by the 
President and Secretary of the Select Number, to the 
Secretary of the Conference, and deliver up to him the 
bill of charges, the evidence taken, and the decision 
rendered, with all other documents brought into the 
^rial. 

But the Annual Conference may, .when a. case cannot 
be tried during the session for want of testimony, refer 
it to of the Presiding Elders, who shall proceed as 
directed in 1 223, § 1. 

f 231 . When a Minister is tried on a charge of im- 
morality, and the Conference or the Select Number shall 
find that this charge is not sustained by the evidence, 
but that the Minister has been proven guilty of high 
imprudence and unministerial conduct,” it may declare 
this fact, and subject the offender to reproof, suspen- 
sion, or deprivation of Ministerial office and Creden- 
tials. . ^ . 

■ IT 232. In no case, of either an investigation or the 
trial of a Member of an Annual Conference, shall any 
person act as Counsel who is not a Member of an An- 
nual Conference. 

T 233 . lu case any Member of an Annual Conference 
be deposed from the Ministry without being expelled 
from the Church, he shall have his Membership in the 
Church where he resides. 

1 234 . After a Minister shall have been regularly tried 
and expelled he shall have no privileges of Society or 
Sacraments in our Church, without contrition, reforma- 
tion, and confession, satisfactory to the Conference from 
which he was expelled. > . • 

. % 235 . When a Traveling Prea;cher is accused of im- 
morality and desires to withdraw, from the Church, the 
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Annual Conference may permit him to, withdraw, in 
which' case the record shall be, “Withdrawn under 
complaints.” If formal charges of immorality have 
been presented he may .be permitted to withdraw, in 
which case the record shall be, “Withdrawn under 
charges: ” and if thus withdrawn under “ complaints,” 
or under “charges,” the relation to' the Church of the 
Preacher thus withdrawn shall be the same as if be had 
been expelled. 



CHAPTER III. 

PROCEEDINGS AGAINST A PREACHER ON 

TRIAL. 

. L 

IT 336. A Preacher on Trial in an Annual Conference 

* * * 

is, in reference to Amenability and Appeal, considered 
as a Local Preacher ; but in his case the Presiding Elder 
shall perform the duties which are prescribed to the 
Preacher in Charge in the case of an accused Local 
Preacher, 



CHAPTER IV. * 

THE TRIAL OF A LOCAL PREACHER. 

I 

‘ 1 337. When a Local Preacher (ordained or unor- 
dained) is reported to be guilty of some crime expressly 
forbidden in the word of God, suflScient to exclude a 
person from the kingdom' of grace and glory, the 
Preacher in Charge shall call a Committee of investiga- 
tion, consisting of three or more Local Preachers, before 
which it shall be thh-duty of the accused to appear, and 
by which, if the charge is sustained, he shall be sus- 
pended from all Ministerial services and Church privi- 
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leges until the next * District or Quarterly Conference. 
If the accused refuse or neglect to appear before said 
Committee, the investigation may proceed in his ab- 
sence. And the Preacher in Charge shall cause exact 
minutes of the charges, testimony, and proceedings in 
the investigation, together with the decision of the 
Ccmimittecj to be laid before the District or Quarterly 
Conference, where it shall be the duty of the accused to 
appear for trial. ••• * ' » * 

IT Should the Conference order a trial, its Presi- 
dent shall appoint a Secretary, who shall make a correct 
record of the proceedings and evidence in the case, and 
if ithe accused be found guilty, the Conference shall 
affix a penalty to the^ffense, according to IT 197. 

IT 239. Should the District Conference having juris- 
diction in the case of an accused Local Preacher judge 
it expedient to try him by a Select Nuihber, it may ap- 
point not less than nine nor more than fifteen of its 
members for the purpose, the accused having the right 
to challenge for* cause ; which Select Niiihber^ in the 
presence of a Bishop or an Elder whom the President of 
the District Conference may appoint, and with a Secre- 
tary appointed by th^ : District .Conference, shall have 
full power to consider and determine the case according 
to the rules which govern District Conferences in such 
cases: and the Secretary shall make a faithful report'*in 
writing of all the proceedings and evidence to the 
Secretary of the District Conference, and shall deliver 
up 'to him all the papers in the case. 

1 240, In case of improper tempers, words, or actions/ 
the Local Preacher so offending shall be admonished by 
the Preacher in Charge. Should a second 'transgression 
tfike place, one, two, or three Members of the Church 

areHo be taken as witnesses. If he continue to offend,, 
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he shall be tried at- the next District or Quarterly Con- 
ference, and, if found guilty and impenitent, he shall be 
expelled from the Church. ■» 

If 341. When a Local Preacher disseminates, publicly 
or privately, doctrines which are contrary to our Articles 
of Religion or established standards of doctrine, let the 
same process be observed as is directed in If IT 237, 238. 

If 343* When a Local Preacher fails in business, or 
contracts debts which he is not able to pay, let the 
Preacher in Charge appoint three judicious Members of 
the Church to inspect the accounts, contracts, and cir- 
cumstances of the supposed delinquent ; and if, in their 
opinion, he has behaved dishonestly, or contracted’debts 
without the probability of paying, let the case be dis- 
posed of according to Ilf 237, 238. ; 

' If 343*^ When; in'the judgment of* the Presiding Elder, 
a fair and impartial trial cannot be had in the^Quarterly 
Conference where the accused holds his membership, the 
Presiding Elder may refer the case to some other Quar- 
terly Conference within the bounds of his District for 
trial. 
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’the ^rial of an accused member. 



J -I ' 1 ? ' i ■ ..iJ ' f'< 

1 I). ii . ' . ; It Inmorai Conducti ; >> < n 

i C* 

-j ^ r. ' ••• 

- 7 344. A Member of the Church accused of immoral- 
ity shall be brought to trial before" a Committee of not 
less thaufiveMeiiiberS of the Churfch ■who are not members 
of' the Quarterly Conference. ■ They shall ba chosen by 
the Preafcher in Charge, and, if he judge it to be neces- 
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^ 246 , Trial of an Accused Member. 

sary, lie may select them from any part of the Distnct; 
and the parties may challenge for cause. The Preacher 
in Charge shall preside in the trial, and shall cause a cor- 
rect record of the proceedings and evidence to be made. 

IT 246. If the accused person be found guilty by the 
decision of a majority of the Committee, and the crime 
be such as is expressly forbidden in the word of God, 
sufficient to exclude a person from the kingdom of grace 
and glory, let the Preacher in Charge expel him. 

IT 246. But if in view of mitigating circumstances and 
of humble and penitent confession the Committee find 
that a lower penalty is proper, it may either impose 
censure on the offender, or suspend him from all Church 
privileges for a definite time, at its discretion. 

IT 247. If the accused person, after sufficient notice 
given him, shall refuse or neglect to appear before the 
Committee, he may be tried in his absence, and, if found 
guilty, he shall be expelled. ' . * 

■ , , . . * 4 - ; . ► - , * 

' ’’’T 

II. Imprudent and Unchristian Conduct. 

IT 248. In cases of neglect of duties of any kind, im- 
prudent conduct, indylging sinful tempers or words, the 
buying, selling, or using intoxicating liquors as a bever- 
age^ signing petitions in favor of granting license ^or the 
sal6^ormt6xicating liquors, becoming bondsmen foreper- 
sons engaged in such traffic, renting property as a place 
in or on which to manufacture or sell intoxicating liquors, 
dancing, playing at games of chance, attending theaters, 
horse races, circuses, . dancing parties, or patronizing 
dancing schools, or taking such other amusements as are 
obviously of misleading or questionable moral tendency, 
or disobedience to the order and Discipline of the Church 

— fiyst, let private reproof be given by the ^Pastor or 
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Leader, and if there be an acknowledgment of the fault, 
and proper humiliation, the person may be borne with. 
On the second offense the Pastor or Leader may take one 
or two discreet Members of the Church. On a third of- 
fense let him be brought to trial, and if found guilty, 
and there be no sign of real humiliation,’ he shall be ex- 
pelled. 

III. Neglect of the Means of Grace. 

IT 249 . When a Member of our Church habitually neg- 
lects the means of grace, such as the Public Worship of 
God, the Supper of the Lord, family and private Prayer, 
scctrching the Scriptures, Class Meetings and Prayer 
Meetings — ' 

§ 1. Let the Preacher in Charge, whenever it is practi- 
cable, visit him and explain to him the consequence if 
he continue to neglect. 

I 9. If he do not amend, let the Preacher in Charge 
bring his case before a Committee of not less than five, 
who are not; members of the Quarterly .Conference, be- 
fore which he shall be cited to appear. And if he be 
found guilty of willful neglect by the decision of a ma- 
jority of the Members before whom the case is brought, 
let him be excluded. 



^ IV. Causing Dis8ension.^> : ^ t I 

IT 350. If a Member of our Church shAll be accused 
of endeavoring to sow dissension in any of our Societies, 
by inveighing against either our Doctrines or Discipline, 
the person so offending shall first be reproved by the 
Preacher in Charge; and if he persist in such peiaiicious 
practice he shall be brought to trial, and, if found -guilty,, 
shall be expelled. , , , * ; 
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V. Disagreement in Business— Arbitration. 

IT 25|. On any disagreement between two or more 
Members of our Church concerning business transactions, 
which cannot be settled by the parties, the Preacher in 
Charge shall inquire into the circumstances of the case, 
and shall recommend to the parties a reference, consist- 
ing of two arbiters chosen by one party, and two chosen 
by the other party, which four arbiters so chosen shall 
choose a fifth ; the five arbiters being Members of our 
Church. The Preacher in Charge shall preside, and the 
. Disciplinary forms of trial shall be observed. 

IT 252. If either party refuse to abide by the judgment 
of the arbiters he shall be brought to trial, and if he fail to 
show suflicient cause for such refusal he shall be expelled. 

. 1 253. If any Member of our Church shall refuse, in 
case of debt or other dispute, to refer the matter to arbi- 
tration when recommended so to do by the Preacher in 
Charge, or shall enter into a lawsuit with another Mem- 
ber before these measures are taken, he shall be brought 
» 

to trial, and if he fail to show that the case is of such a 
nature as to require and justify a process at law he shall 
be expelled. 

T 254. If, in the case of debt or dispute, one of the 
parties is a Minister, the duties laid on the Preacher in 
Charge in the foregoing paragraph shall bo performed 
by the Presiding Elder of the Minister concerned. If 
both are Ministers, the Presiding Elder of either may 
act in the case. ' , . 

I VI. Insolvency. 

IT 355. The Preachers in Charge are required to exe^ 

cute alt ' our Rules fully and strenuously against all 

frauds, and particularly against dishonest insolveticies, 

Ifis 
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suffering none to remain in our Churcli on any account 
who are found guilty of any fraud. 

IT 256. To prevent scandal, when any Member of the 
Church fails in business, or contracts debts which he is 
not able to pay, let two or three judicious Members of 
the Church inspect the accounts, contracts, and circum- 
stances of the supposed delinquent ; and if they judge 
that he has behaved dishonestly, or borrowed money 
without a probability of paying, let him be brought to 
trial, and, if found guilty, expelled. 

Vil. General Directions Concerning Trials. 

IT 257. In all cases of trial of Members let all wit- 
nesses for the Church be duly notified by the Preacher 
in Charge. The order concerning absent witnesses and 
witnesses from without shall be the same as that observed 
in the trial of Ministers. The accused shall have the 
right to call to his assistance as counsel any Member or 
Minister in good and regular standing in the Methodist 
Episcopal Church. 

IT 258. When the Quarterly Conference, sitting to hear 
Appeals, remands a case for a new trial, the Preacher in 
Charge shall proceed to try the accused Member again 
unless the charges are withdrawn. 

IT 259. In all cases requiring the accused Member to 
be expelled the Preacher in Charge shall pronounce the 
sentence of expulsion. 

T 260. An expelled person shall have no privileges 
of Society or of the Sacraments in our Church without 
confession, contrition, and satisfactory reformation. 

IT 261. In all cases of trial and appeal it is improper 
for the Presiding Officer to deliver a charge to the Com- 
mittee explaining the evidence and setting forth the 
merits of the case. 
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CHAPTER VI. 



1 



THE JUDICIAL CONFERENCE. 

t 362. The several Annual Conferences shall, at each 
session, select seven Elders, men of experience and sound 
judgment in the affairs of the Church, who shall be 
known as Triers of Appeals. 

IT 263. When notice of Appeal is given to the Presi- 
dent of an Annual Conference, he shall proceed, with 
due regard to the wishes and rights of the Appellant, 
to designate three Conferences conveniently near to that 
from which the Appeal is taken, whose Triers of Appeals 
shall constitute a Judicial Conference, and to fix the 
time and place of its session ; he shall also give notice 
thereof to all concerned. When said Conference shall 
have assembled, it shall be competent to try Appeals 
which may be presented to it from any Conference con- 
veniently near, due notice having been given to all con- 
cerned. ^ 

IT 264. The Appellant shall have the right of peremp-' 
tory challenge, yet so that the Triers of Appeals present, 
and ready to proceed with the hearing, shall not full below 
thirteen, which number shall be required for a quorum. 

IT 265. A Bishop shall preside in the Judicial Con- 
ference, and' shall decide all Questions of Law arising 
in its proceedings, subject to an appeal to the Gen- 
eral Conference. The Conference shall appoint a Sec- 
retary, who shall keep a faithful record of all the 
proceedings, and shall, at the close of tlie trial, 
transmit the records made and th^ papers sub- 
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rriitted in the case, or certified' copies thereof, to the 
Secretary of the preceding General Conference, to be 
filed and preserved w ith the papers of that body. ’ But 
if the case be remanded for a new trial,’ the papers sub- 
mitted shall be returned to the Secretary of the Annual 
Confei*ence of which the accused is a Member. 



CHAPTER VII. 

APPEALS OF MINISTERS. 

IT 266 . In all cases of trial and conviction of Mem- 
bers of the Annual Conferences, an Appeal shall be 
allowed to a Judicial Conference, constituted as here- 
inbefore provided, if the condemned person signify his 
intention to appeal within three months of the time 
when he is informed of his conviction. 

1 267 . It shall be the duty of the Secretary of the 
Annual Conference carefully to preserve the minutes of 
the trial, whether before a Select Number or before ihe 
Conference, and all the documents relating to the case, 
together with the charge or charges, and the specifica- 
tion or specifications, which minutes and documents 
dhly, in case of an Appeal from the i decision of ah 
Annual Conference, shall be presented to the Judicial 
Conference in evidence in the case. 

IT 26 §. In all cases where an Appeal is made, and* 
admitted by the Judicial Conference, the Appellant 
shall state, either personally or by his representative, 
the grounds of his Appeal, showing the reason why 
he appeals, and he shall be allowed to make his Appeal 
without interruption. After which the Representatives 

of the Amiual Conference from ^vhQ9e decision the 
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Appeal is made shall be permitted to respond in pres- 
ence of the Appellant, who shall have the privilege of 
replying to such Representatives, which reply shall .close 
the pleadings on both sides. This done, the parties 
shall withdraw, and the Judicial Conference shall de- 
cide the case. It may reverse, in whole or in part, 
the findings of the Annual Conference, or it may remand 
the case for a new trial. It may determine what pen- 
alty, not higher than that aflSxed by the Annual Con- 
ference, shall be imposed. If it neither reverse, in 
whole or in part, the judgment of the Annual Confer- 
ence, nor remand the case for a new trial, the judgment 
of the Annual Conference shall stand. But it shall 
not reverse the judgment, nor remand the case for a 
new trial on account of errors plainly not affecting the 
result. - . - 

Counsel on both sides shall be Members of an Annual 
Conference. . * ^ . * ♦ 

T 269. Appeals fror^ an Annual Conference in the 
United States* not easily accessible may, at the discre- 
tidli of the President thereof, be heard by a Judicial 
Conference selected from among the more accessible 
Conferences. Appeals from an Annual or Mission Con- 
ference not in the United ^States mayibe heard at the 
discretion of the Bishop in permanent charge thereof 
(due reference* being had to the rights and interests 
of all concerned), either by aoJudicial Conference 
called by said Bishop from neighboring foreign Confer- 
ences, or by a Judicial Conference called by him to 
meet at or. near New York, or by the General Confer- 
ence through a speciab Judicial Committee appointed 
for the purpose. 

IT 270. When the case of any Minister who has been 
suspended or expelled is remanded for a new trial, he 
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shall be suspended from all Ministerial service until the 
next ensuing session of the Annual Conference. 

IT 271. The General Conference shall carefully re- 
view the decisions of Questions of Law contained in 
the records and documents transmitted to it from the 
Judicial Conferences, and in case of serious error therein 
shall take such action as justice may require, 

CHAPTER VIII. 

APPEALS OF LOCAL PREACHERS. 

1 272. In case of condemnation, a Local Preaclter 
. shall be allowed to appeal to the next Annual Confer- 
ence) provided that he signify to the District or 
Quarterly Conference his determination to appeal; in 
which case the President of the District or Quarterly 
Conference shall lay the minutes of the trial before the 
said Annual Conference, at w^hich the Local Preacher, 
so appealing, may appear ; and the said Annual Confer- 
ence, by a Select Number, as in the case of accused Mem- 
bers thereof, or in full session, shall judge, and finally 
determine the case from the minutes of the said trial so 
laid before it. 

Note.— For Appeals of Local Preachers from Judgments of the Adf 
imbI Meeting of a Foreign Mission, see T 357. 




CHAPTER IX. 1 

APPEALS OF MEMBERS. 

^ 273. If there is a murmur or complaint from, any 
excluded person in any of the above-mentioned in- 
stances m 244-356) that justice has not been done, 
10 1 ^ 
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he, not having absented himself from trial after due 
notice was given him, shall be allowed an Appeal to 
the next Quarterly Conference which shall hear and 
determine the case; and no member thereof who was a 
member of the Committee for the trial of such person 
shall be permitted to vote on the case ; and the Preacher 
in Charge shall present exact minutes of the evidence 
and proceedings of the trial to the Quarterly Confer- 
ence, from which minutes the case shall be finally 
determined. And if, in the judgment of the Presiding 
Elder, an impartial trial cannot be had in the Quarterly 
Conference of the Charge where the Appellant resides, 
he shall, on the demand of either party, cause the 
Appeal to be. tried by any other Quarterly Conference 
within his District, after due notice to the Complainant 
and Appellant. 



CHAPTER X. 

RESTORATION OF CREDENTIALS. 

1 274 . When any Member of an Annual Conference 
is deprived of his Credentials, by expulsion or other- 
wise, they shall be filed with the papers of his Confer- 
ence; and should he, at any future time, give satisfactory 
evidence to the said Conference of his amendment, and 
procure a certificate of the Quarterly Conference of the 
Charge where he resides, or of an Annual Conference 
which may have received him op Trial, recommending 
to the Annual Conference of which he was formerly a 
Member the restoration of his Credentials, the said Con- 
ference may restore them. 

H 27S« When a Local Elder or Deacon shall be ex-» 
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pelled, the Presiding Elder shall require of him the 
Credentials of his ordination, to be filed with the papers 
of the Annual Conferences within the limits of which the 
expulsion has taken place. And should he, at any future 
time, produce to the Annual Conference a certificate of 
his restoration, signed by the President and counter- 
signed by the Secretary of the Quarterly Conference, his 
Credentials may be restored to him. 
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CHAPTER I. 

SUPPORT OF EFFECTIVE MINISTERS. 

i. Stewards. 

1 

IT 276. There shall be not less than three nor more 
than thirteen Stewards in each Circuit or Station, one of 
whom shall, after each annual election, be appointed by 
the Quarterly Conference a Recording Steward, and one 
a District Steward. But when two or more Charges 
shall be united the Stewards shall hold office until the 
First Quarterly Conference shall elect a new Board. 

IT 277, Let the Stewards be persons of solid piety, 
who both know and love Methodist Doctrine and Disci- 
pline, and who are of good natural and acquired abilities 
to transact the temporal business of the Church. 

1 278. The Pastor shall have the right to nominate 
the Stewards, but the Quarterly Conference shall con- 
firm or reject such nomination. The Stewards ejected 
at the Fourth Quarterly. Conference shall enter upon the 
discharge of their duties on the adjournment of the next 
Annual Conference, and shall hold office for one year, or 
until their successors are elected. 

IT 279. The duties of Stewards are : To take an exact 
account of all the money or other resources received for 
the support of the Ministers in the Charge, and to apply 
the same as the Discipline directs; to make an accurate 
return of ^very expenditure of money, whether for the 
JMLinisters or the poor Members of the Church; to seek 



% 280 . Support of Efppctive Miotsters. 



the needy and distressed in order to relieve and comfort 
them ; to inform the Ministers of any sick or disorderly 
persons; to tell tlie Ministers what they think wrong in 
them; to attend the Quarterly Meetings, the Official 
Board Meetings, and the Leaders and Stewards’ Meetings 
of the Charge; to give advice, if asked, in planning the 
Circuit; to attend committees for the application of 
money to Churches; to give counsel in matters of arbi- 
tration; to provide the elements for the Lord’s Supper; 
to write circular letters to the Societies in the Circuit, 
exhorting. them to greater liberality, if need be,; and aSso 
to let them know, when occasion requires, rthe istate of 
the temporal concerns of thOfCharge. i;; - rif< , 

. IT 280.. The duties of the District Stewards are: To 
attend the .Annual District Stewards’ Meeting r when 
called by the Presiding Elder, imd to perform the duties 
specified in IT 290. - ’ i •! ■ r : « f . I fpr >■< ’ ; 

IT 281, Stewards are accountable for the faithful per- 
formance of their duties to the Quarterly Conference of 
the Charge, y^hich shall have power to dismiss or change 
them at .pleasure, n ?]) .-'■mu h.-. 
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.riv) ill. iStewards and the .Support of Ministers. lU 

IT 282. The more * effectually' to raise the^ amount 
necessary to meet the estimates made for the support of 
Effective Ministers; let the Stewards at tht? beginning bf 
the year estimate the amount needed ‘^rhdnthly. Then 
let them ascertain from each Memher df the GhiirfeH/ 
and, as ffar as practicable; from - each atteiidaift of the 
CongregatiGn;-\that eachltvill give as his monthly doil^ 
tributioil* ' ( n . 'Uif ri • . ‘uil 

f 28S;i^Let these sums be entered’ by the Recording 

Steward a ‘book^tvhich he ‘shall keep as Treasurer 

the Board of Stewards. * If the total amount ofHheib 
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y sums does not equal the amount needed monthly, then 
let the Stewards apportion the deficiency among all such 
as are willing to assume such deficiency, setting down to 
each person, With his consent, the additional amount 
which they think he ought monthly to pay. 

f 2§4. Let the Stewards then adopt and carry out a 
Financial Plan by which everyone, except such as prefer 
to make weekly contributions through their Class Lead- 
ers, shall have the opportunity of regularly contributing 
eacli month, or oftener, not grudgingly or of necessity, 
the sum which has been pledged by him. Let these 
contributions be paid over regularly to the Recording 
Steward or Class Leader, and be brought by him to the 
Leaders and Stewards’ Meeting or Quarterly Conference, 
as the case may be ; and let the Stewards report to the 
First Quarterly Conference of each year the details . of 
the Financial Plan.* Also, let them report to each sub- 
sequent Quarterly Conference whether the Plan, to- 
gether with the further directions contained in this 
chapter, has been faithfully carried out. The Recording 
Steward shall keep an individual account of all these 
pledges and contributions, and shall pay over the moneys 
collected, under the direction of the Stewards,* to the 
Ministers authorized, to receive them. : 



^ III. Support of Bishops. ^ 

’ IT 3§51 The General Conference shall determine which 

of the Bishops are Effective and which Non-effective. ' 

oiT 3§6. It shall be the duty of the Book Committee to 

make a^ estimate of the amount necessary to furnish a 

competent support to each Effective Bishop, considering 

'the number and condition of his family ; and the amount, 

if any, necessary to the comfortable maintenance of the 
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Non-effective Bishops ; and also the amount necessary to 
assist the widows and children'of deceased Bishops : and 
the Bishops are authorized to draw on the Treasurer of 
the Episcopal Fund for said amount, and also for theii 
Traveling Expenses. 

f 2§T* The Bishop presiding at an Annual Confer- 
ence, within whose bounds a widow or child of a de- 
ceased Bishop may reside, shall be authorized to draw 
on the Treasurer of the Episcopal Fund for such amount 
as may be estimated as aforesaid. 

T 28 §. The Book Committee shall divide the aggre- 
gate sum required to be raised for these purposes among 
the Annual Conferences, on the basis of the - total 
amount raised in the respective Annual Conferences for 
Ministerial support, exclusive of Missionary appropria- 
tions, and the Annual Conferences shall Apportion the 
same to the several Districts, and the District Stewards 
to the several Charges. The amount apportioned to 
each Pastoral Charge for the support of the Bishops 
shall be a claim with that of the Pastore and 

Presiding Elders; and no Pastor or Presiding Elder 
shall be entitled to his allowance except, to the extent 
to which the claims of the Bishops are also met by the 
Charge or District with which such Pastor and Elder 
are connected. And it shall be the duty of the Annual 
Conference^ to see that the amounts apportioned to the 
different Pastoral Charges iot the support of the Bishops 
are raised and forwarded quarterly, when practicable, to 
the Treasurer of the Episcopal Fund. 

IT 2 § 9 * The Treasurer shall charge the sums paid to 

the Bishops, and to the widows and children of de^^ 

ceased Bishops, to the Episcopal Fund ; and all collect 

tions received from the different Charges for the sup-^' 

port of the Bishops shall be credited to said Fund. And 
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the. Treasurer shall report annually to the Annual Con- 
ferences the amount received from the several Annual 
Conferences on account of said Fund, and also the ex- 
penditures made ; and he shall also make to each General 
Conference a full and detailed exhibit of such receipts 
and expenditures for the preceding four years. 

t .11 . ' ■ - 

IV. Support of Presiding Elders. 

j 

1 290. There shall be annually, in every District, a 
meeting of the District Stewards (IT 276), whose duty it 
shall be, v^th the advice of the Presiding Elder, who 
shall preside in such meeting, to make an estimate of the 
amount necessary to furnish a comfortable support for 
the Presiding Elder, and to apportion the same, includ- 
ing House Rent and Traveling Expenses, and also the 
claim of the Bishops apportioned to the District by the 
Annual Conference, among the different Charges in the 
District, according to their several ability; and in all 
cases the Presiding Elder shall share with the Pastors in 
his District in propoi-tion to what. they have respectively 
received. But ^ there be a surplus of money raised for 
the support of the Pastors in one or more of the Charges 
in his District, he shall receive such surplus, provided he 
do not receive more than his allowance. The minutes 
of the District Stewards’ meeting shall be kept by a 
Secretary chosen for the purpose, who shall also record 
the same in a book of which the Presiding Elder shall 
be the custo(Ban, 

V. Support of Pastors. 

. . 291 • It shall be the duty of the Quarterly Conference 

of each Charge at the session immediately preceding the 
Annual Conference to appoint an Estimating Committee, 
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consisting of three or more Members of the Church, who 
shall, after conferring with the Minister or Ministers 
stationed among them, make an estimate of the amount 
necessary to furnish to each a comfortable support, 
taking into consideration the number and condition of 
his family, which estimate shall be subject to the action 
of the Quarterly Conference; and to which shall be 
added the amount apportioned for the support of the 
Bishops and Presiding Elder; and the Stewards shall 
provide by such methods as they may judge best to 
meet such amount. The Traveling and Moving Ex- 
penses of the Ministers shall not be included in the esti- 
mate, but shall be paid by the Stewards as a separate 
item, a ^ 



CHAPTER II. 

AID OF SUPERANNUATED MINISTERS AND 
OTHER CONFERENCE CLAIMANTS. 

1 292. Superannuated Preachers, the widows of de- 
ceased Preachers, and their childfen under sixteen years 
of age shall be Conference Claimants, unless the claim be 
voluntarily relinquished, or disallowed, in whole or in 
part, by the Conference. We recommeiid that each An- 
nual Conference devote one Service at each Annual Ses- 
sion to the interests of Conference Claimants ; that each 
Annual Conference establish a permanent fund subject 
to its own control, and under such regulations as it liiay 
adopt, the income of which may^ be added to the other 
moneys for the support of its own Claimants ; and that 
each Congregation shall annually observe a Sunday upon 
which the Pastor shall present this cause to the Members 

and friends of the Church. A collection shalTbe taken 
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^luuually in each Congregation for the support of Con- 
ference Claimants. The names of all Claimants on the 
funds of the Conference hereinafter provided for shall 
be referred to a Conference Board of Stewards. Each 
Conference shall determine for itself whether the action 
of this Board shall be final. 

( IT 293. All moneys received by the Annual Conferences 
for distribution in aid of the support of Conference 
Claimants shall be divided into two sums: The 
shall be called the Conference Claimant Fund, consisting 
of (1) the annual collections, taken in the Churches for 
the purpose ; (2) the proceeds of the . Chartered Fund 
and dividends of the Book Concern, in whole or in part, 
as may be determined by each Annual Conference ; and 
(3) specific gifts and bequests. The second shall be 
called the Special or Annuity Fund, which shall consist 
of such sources of revenue as may be devised and appro- 
priatedt by ^each Annual Conference. The Conference 
Claimant Fund shall be distributed annually among the 
persons whose claims are allowed on the basis of neces- 
sity. The Special or Annuity Fund shall be distributed 
upon the following basis : Each Superannuated Minister 
shall be allowed annually $10 for each year of his efl[ect- 
ive service; each widow shall be allowed annually $5 
for each year in which she was the wife of a Minister 
during his effective service ; provided^ her name be en- \ 

tered on the Annuity List by order of the Conference; 
each child under sixteen years of age of a deceased 
Minister shall be allowed annually $2 for each year of the 
father’s effective service. These claims shall be paid 
pro rata from the moneys in hand by the Confer- 
ence Board of Stewards, or by such Board as the 
Conference may. approve. An. amount suflicient to 

meet the allowance of the Conference Claimants under 
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the provisions of this’ plan shall be apportioned among 
the Charges upon such a basis as the Conferences may 
determine. 

IT 294 . It shall be the duty of the Quarterly Confer- 
ence of each Charge within whose bounds a Superan- 
nuated Minister or the wddow or child of a deceased 
Minister may reside, to appoint a Committee whose duty 
it shall be to make an estimate of the'^amount necessary 
to provide such Minister, widow, or child a comfortable 
support; such estimate to be sent to the Board of 
Stewards of the Annual Conference with which the 
Claimant is connected. The Conference Board, however, 
may consider and report upon the case of any Claimant 
overlooked by the Quarterly Conference Committee. 

IT 395 . Effective Ministers who have not been able to 
obtain their allowance from the people among whom 
they have labored may present a claim to the Confer- 
ence to be paid out of the money at the disposal' of the 
Conference; and 'such claim may be paid, or any part 
thereof, as the Conference may determine. In no case, 
however, shall the Church or Conference be held ac' 
countable for arty deficiency, as in the case of debt. 

1 ^6. Whenever any Claimant on the Funds of a 
Conference sha^l be in debt to the Book Concern, the 
Conference of which he is a Member shall have power 
to appropriate the amount of tlie claim allowed to him, 
or any part thereof, to the payment of said debt. 

f 397 * When a Member of an Annual Conference is 
accused of crime in the interval of the Conference ses- 
sion, and is suspended by a Committee, and subsequently 
couvicted by his Conference and expelled, his claim 
upon the Funds of, the Conference shall cease from the 
time of his suspension. And when a Member of an An- 
nual Conference is suspended and is afterward restored^ 
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he shall have no claim on the Congregation nor upon 
the Funds of the Conference during the period of such 
suspension. 

IT 30 §. Every Annual Conference has full liberty to 
adopt and recommend such plans and rules as it may 
deem necessary the more effectually to raise supplies 
for the respective allowances. Each Annual Confer- 
ence is authorized to raise a Fund, if it judge proper, 
subject to its own control, and under such regula- 
tions as its wisdom may direct, for the relief of dis- 
tressed Effective and Superannuated Ministers, their 
wives, widows, and children; and it shall be the duty 
of each Annual Conference to take measures, from year 
to year, to raise money in every Circuit and Station 
within its bounds for these purposes. 



CHAPTER III. 

CHURCH PROPERTY. 



, I. Trustees— Their Appointment and Duties. 



1 299. Each Board of Trustees of our Church prop- 
erty shall consist of not less than three nor more than 
nine persons, each of whom shall be not less than 
twenty-one years of age, and two thirds of whom shall 
be Members of the Methodist Episcopal Church. 

1 300. In all cases where the law of the State or 
Territory requires a specified mode of election, that 
mode shall be observed. 

j 1 SOI, Where no specific requirement is made, the 

Trqstees shall be elected annually by the Fourth Quar- 

, lo7 ^ . 
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the provisions of this plan shall be apportioned among 
the Chai*ges upon such a basis as the Conferences may 
determine. 

IT 294. It shall be the duty of the Quarterly Confer- 
ence of each Charge within whose bounds a Superan- 
nuated Minister or the wddow or child of a deceased 
Minister may reside, to appoint a Committee whose duty 
it shall be to make an estimate of the amount necessary 
to provide such Minister, widow, or child a comfortable 
support; such estimate to be sent to the Board of 
Stewards of the Annual Conference with which the 
Claimant is connected. The Conference Board, however, 
may consider and report upon the case of any Claimant 
overlooked by the Quarterly Conference Committee, 

IT 295, Effective Ministers who have not been able to 
obtain their allowance from the people among whom 
they have labored may present a claim to the Confer- 
ence to be paid out of the money at the disposal of the 
Conference; and such claim may be paid, or any part 
thereof, as the Conference may determine. In no case, 
however, shall the Church or Conference be held ac' 
countable for ariy deficiency, as in the case of debt. 

IT ^6. Whenever any Claimant on the Funds of a 
Conference shai\ be in debt to the Book Concern, the 
Conference of which he is a Member shall have power 
to appropriate the amount of tlie claim allowed to him, 
or any part thereof, to the payment of said debt, 

IT 297* When a Member of an Annual Conference is 
accused of crime in the interval of the Conference ses- 
sion, and is suspended by a Committee, and subsequently 
couvicted by his Conference and expelled, his claim 
upon the Funds of, the Conference shall cease from the 
time of his suspension. And when a Member of an An- 
imal Conference is suspended and is afterward restored, 
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he shall have no claim on the Congregation nor upon 
the Funds of the Conference during the period of such 
suspension. 

1 20 §. Every Annual Conference has full liberty to 
adopt and recommend such plans and rules as it may 
deem necessary the more effectually to raise supplies 
for the respective allowances. Each Annual Confer- 
ence is authorized to raise a Fund, if it judge proper, 
subject to its own control, and under such regula- 
tions as its wisdom may direct, for the relief of dis- 
tressed Effective and Superannuated Ministers, their 
wives, widows, and children; and it shall be the duty 
of each Annual Conference to take measures, from year 
to year, to raise money in every Circuit and Station 
within its bounds for these purposes. 



CHAPTER III. 

CHURCH PROPERTY. 

— ^ 

, I. Trustees— Their Appointment and Duties. 



1 299 . Each Board of Trustees of our Church prop- 
erty shall consist of not less than three nor more than 
nine persons, each of whom shall be not less than 
twenty-one years of age, and two thirds of whom shall 
be Members of the Methodist Episcopal Church. 

1 300 . In all cases where the law of the State or 
Territory requires a specified mode of election, that 
mode shall be observed. 

, 1 301 . Where no specific requirement is made, the 
Trqstees shall be elected annually by the Fourth Quar- 
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terly Conference of the Charge, upon the nomination of 
the Pastor or the Presiding Elder of the District. In 
case of failure to elect at the proper time, a subsequent 
Quarterly Conference may elect; and all the Trustees 
shall hold their office until their successors are elected. 

IT 302, All the foregoing provisions shall apply both 
to the creation of new Boards and to the filling of vacan- 
cies, whether for houses of worship or dwellings for the 
Preachers. 

IT 303. No Trustee shall be ejected while he is in 
joint security for money unless such relief be given 
him as is demanded, or the creditor will accept, provided 
he remain a Member of our Church. 

IT 304. Charters obtained for our Church property 
shall conform in the manner of creating and fillipg 
Boards of Trustees to the provisions of this chapter. 

IT 305. The Board or Boards of Trustees in any Charge 
shall hold all our Church property, using so inuch of the 
proceeds as may be needful to pay debts or to make re- 
pairs, and shall be amenable to tlie Quarterly Conference 
to which they shall make an annual report, at the Fourth 
Quarterly Conference, embracing the following items: 
1. Number of (^urches and Parsonages. 2. Their prob- 
able value. 3. Title by which held. 4. Income. 5. Ex- 
penditures. ^6. Debts, and how contracted. 7. Insur- 
ance. 8. Amount raised during the year for building or 
improving Churches or Parsonages. 

IT 306. In no case shall the Trustees mortgage or 
encumber the real estate for the current expenses of 
the Church. 

II. Form for Conveyance of Church. Property. 

IT 307. Before any real estate is purchased for either 

Church, Parsonage, or other purpose, let the' Society, ih 
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till States and Territories where the statutes will permit, 
first incorporate. Let the articles of incorporation pro- 
vide that the Society shall be subject to'the provisions of 
the Discipline, and the Usage and Ministerial appoint- 
ments of the Methodist Episcopal Church in the United 
States of America, as from time to time authorized and 
declared by the General Conference of said Church, and 
the Annual Conference within whose bounds such cor- 
poration is situated, and that the secular aflEairs of such 
corporation shall be managed and controlled by a Board 
of Trustees elected and organized according to the pro- 
visions of said Discipline. Let such article further pro- 
vide that such corporation shall have power to acquire, 
hold, sell, and convey property, both real and personal. 
When this is done. Jet all property acquired be deeded 
directly to the Society in its corporate name. ' 

IT 30§. In States where Churcli property is required 
to be held by Trustees, let all deeds under which the 
Church acquires property, whether designed for* Church 
or Parsonage purposes, be made to the Trustees, nam- 
ing them, and their successors in office, followed by these 
‘words: “ In trust for the use and benefit of the Ministiy 
and Membership of the Methodist Episcopal Church in 
the United States of America, subject to the Discipline, 
Usage; and Ministerial appointments of said Church, as 
from time to time authorized and declared, and if* sold 
the proceeds shall be disposed of and used in accordance 
with the provisions of said Discipline.” • ' * 

i 309. In all other parts of such Conveyances, as well 
as in their attestation, acknowledgment, and placing 
them upon the record, let a careful conformity be had 
to the laws, usages, and forms of the particular State or _ 
Territory in which the property may be situated, so as 
to secure the ownership of the premises in fee simple. 

U .1681 
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II 310 * In future we will admit no Charter, Deed, or 
Conveyance for any house of worship to be used by us, 
unless it be provided in such Charter, Deed, or Convey- 
ance that the Trustees of said* house shall at all times 
permit such Ministers belonging to the Methodist Epis- 
copal Church as shall from time to time be duly author- 
ized by the General Conference of our Church, or by 
the Annual Conferences, to preach and expound therein 
God’s holy word, to execute the Discipline of the Church, 
and to administer the Sacraments therein, according to 
the true meaning and purport of our Deed of Settlement. 

III. Building Churches. 

If 311 . Let all our churches be plain and decent, and 
with free seats wherever practicable; and not more ex- 
pensive than is absolutely unavoidable. 

IT 313 . In order more effectually to prevent our peo- 
ple -from contracting debts which they are not able tp 
discharge, it shall be the duty of the Quarterly Confer^ 
ence of every Charge where it is contemplated to build a 
house or houses of worship to secure the ground or lot 
on which such house or houses are to be built, according 
to our Deed of Settlement, which Deed must be legally 
executed; and^said Quarterly Conference shall also ap- 
point a judicious Committee of at least three Members of 
our Church, who shall form an estimate .of the amount 
necessary to build ; and three fourths of the money, ac- 
cording to such estimate, sliall be secured or subscribed 
before any such building shall be commenced. 

IT 313 . In all cases where debts for building houses of 
worship have been, or may be, incurred contrary to or in 
disregard of the above recommendation, our Members 
aud friends are requested to discountenance such a course 
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by declining to give pecuniary aid to any agents who 
shall travel beyond their own Circuits or Districts for 
the collection of funds for the discharge of such debts; 
except in such peculiar cases as may be approved by an 
Annual Conference, or in case of such agents aa may be 
appointed by their authority. 

IV. Sale of Church Property. 

1 314 . If the Trustees of Church property, or any of 
them, have advanced any sum or sums of money, or are 
responsible for any sum or sums of money on account of 
the said property, and they, the said Trustees, are obliged 
to pay the said sums of money, they, or a majority of 
them, shall be authorized to raise the said sum or sums 
of money by a mortgage on the said premises ; or by sell- 
ing the said premises after notice given to the Pastor or 
Minister of the congregation attending Divine service on 
the said premises, if the money due be not paid to the 
^said Trustees, or their successors, within one year after 
such notice given. If such sale take place, the said 
Trustees, or their successors, after paying the debt and 
other expenses which are due from the money arising 
from such sale, shall pay the balance, if not needed and 
• applied for the purchase or improvement of other 
property for the use of the Church, to the Annual Con- 
ference within whose bounds such property is located'; 
and in case of the reorganization of the said Society, and 
the erection of a new Church building within five years 
after such transfer of funds, then the said Annual Con- 
ference shall repay to said new corporation the moneys 
which it had received from the Church or Society as 
above mentioned. 

1 315 . Whenever it shall become necessary for the 

m 
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payment of debts, or with a view to reinvestment, to 
make a sale of Church property that may have been con- 
veyed to Trustees' or a Church corporation for either of 
the foregoing purposes, said Trustees or their successors 
may, upon application to the Quarterly Conference, ob- 
tain an order — a majority of all the members of such 
Quarterly Conference concurring, jjnd the Pastor and the 
Presiding Elder of the District consenting — for the sale, 
with such limitations and restrictions as said Quarterly 
Conference may judge necessary ; and said Trustees, so 
authorized, may sell and convey such property ; pivvidedj 
that in all cases the proceeds of the sale, after the pay- 
ment of debts, if any, if not applied to the purchase or 
improvement of other property for the same uses, and 
deeded to the coi*poration in the same manner, shall be 
held by such corporation subject to the order of the 
Annual Conference within whose bounds such property 
is located, or of the Trustees of the Conference Fund. 

IT 316. In all cases where Church property is aban- 
doned, or no longer used for the purpose originally de- 
signed, it shall be the duty of the Trustees, if any re- 
main, to sell such property and pay over the proceeds to 
the Annual Conference within whose bounds it is located ; 
and where no such lawful Trustees remain, it shall be the 
duty of said Annual Conference to secure the custody of 
such Church property by such means as the laws of the 
State may afford, subject to be returned in the same 
manner and upon the same contingencies as named in 
IT 314. 

ir 317. Houses of worship and Parsonages maybe re- 
moved from one place to another on the same conditions 

on which they may be sold. ^ 
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iV. Building and Renting Parsonages. 

1 318 . It is recommended by the General Conference 
that our Ministers advise qur friends in general to pur- 
chase a lot of ground in each Charge, to build a Par- 
sonage thereon, and to furnish it with,. at least, heavy 
furniture. 

1 319 . The General Conference recommends to each 
Charge, in case it is not able to comply with the above 
request, to rent a house for its married Pastor and his 
family, and that the Annual Conferences assist to make 
up the rents of such houses as far as they can^ when the 
Charges cannot do it. 

IT 330 . The Stewards in each Charge shall be a 
standing Committee, where no Trustees are constituted 
for that purpose, to provide houses for the families of 
our married Ministers, or to assist the Ministers to ob- 
tain houses for themselves, when they are appointed to 
labor among them. 

1 321 . It shall be the duty of the Presiding Elders 
and Ministers to use their influence to carry the above 
rules, respecting building and renting houses for the 
accommodation of Ministers and their families, into 
effect. In order to this each Quarterly Conference sliall 
appoint a Committee, unless other measures have been 
adopted, which, with the advice and aid of the Ministers 
and Presiding Elders, shall devise such means as may 
seem fit to raise moneys for that purpose. And it is 
recommended to the Annual Conferences to make a 
special inquiry of their Menibers respecting this pai*t 
of their duty. 



^ 322. Denominational Trusts. 



CHAPTER IV. 

DENOMINATIONAL TRUSTS. 



L Chartered Fund. 



1 333. To make further provision for distressed 
Effective Ministers, for the families of Effective Minis- 
ters, for Superannuated and Worn-out Ministers, and 
for the widows*and orphans of Ministers, there shall be 
a Chartered Fund, to be supported by the voluntary 
contributions of our friends; the principal stock of 
which shall be funded under the direction of Trustees 
chosen by the General Conference, and the interest ap- 
plied under tlie direction of the General Conference, 
according to the following regulations, namely : 

§ 1.: The Presiding Elders, and the Pastors, shall be 
collectors and receivers of subscriptions, etc.^ for this 
Fund. i M ■ \ : \ 

§ 2. The money shall, if possible, be conveyed by bills 
of exchange, or otherwise, through the means of the 
post, to the General Publishing Agents^ who shall pay 
it to the Trustees of the Fund ; otherwise it shall be 
brought to the ensuing Annual Conference. i ^ 

§ 3. The interest* shall be divided into as many equal 
parts as* there are Annual Conferences, and each Annual 
Conference shall have authority to draw one, of these 
parts out of the Fund; and if one or more Conferences 
shall draw out of this Fund in any given year less than 

one of these parts, then in such case or cases the other 
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Annual Conferences, held in the same year, shall have 
authority, if they judge it necessary, to draw out of the 
Fund such surplus of the interest as has not been ap- 
plied by the former Conferences ; and the Bishops shall 
bring the necessary information of the state of the inter- 
est of the Fund, respecting the year in question’, from 
Conference to Conference. 

§ 4. All drafts on the Chartered Fund shall be made 
on the Treasurer of the said Fund, by order of the An- 
nual Conference, signed by the President and counter- 
signed by the Secretary of the said Conference. 

§ 5. The money subscribed for the Chartered Fund 
may be lodged, on proper securities, in the respective 
States in which it has been subscribed under the direc- 
tion of deputies living in such States respectively; pro- 
vided^ such securities and such deputies be proposed 
as shall be approved of by the Trustees in Philadelphia, 
and the stock in which it is proposed to lodge the money 
be sufficiently productive to give satisfaction to the 
Trustees. 

1 333* The Board of Trustees shall have power to 
fill any vacancy or vacancies that may occur in their 
body by death, resignation, or otherwise, subject, how- 
ever, to the approval of the first General Conference that 
may be held after such vacancy or vacancies 'Shall have 
occurred. 



II. Trustees of the Methodist Episcopal Church. 

T 334 . There shall be an incorporated Board pf 
Trustees of the Methodist Episcopal Church, located at 
Cincinnati, composed of twelve members, divided into 
two classes of three Ministers and three Laymen each. 
The term of office shall be eight years. Each General 

Conference shall elect one class, and fill vacancies caused 
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by death, resignation, cessation of membership! in the 
Church, or otherwise. Vacancies occurring in the 'in- 
terval of the General Conference shall be filled for the 
remainder of the quadrennium by the Bishops. 

If 325. This Board shall hold in trust, forthe benefit of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church, any and airdonations, 
bequests, grants, and funds in trust, etc., that may be 
given or conveyed* to said Board, or to the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, as such, for any benevolent object, 
and to administer the said funds, and the proceeds of the 
same, in . accordance with the directions of the donors, 
and of the interests of the Church contemplated by "said 
donors, under the . direction of the General Conference; 
provided^ that .any sums thus donated or bequeathed,, 
but not especially designated for any benevolent object, 
shall be appropriated to the Permanent Fund; ” and 
pr<rGidedy also, that the Board shall not be required to 
accept any gift, bequest, or trust to which may be at- 
tached conditions that appear to the Board to be un- 
reasonable, or likely to produce embarrassment; and 
having accepted! in good faith, under the conditions im- 
posed, any gift or bequest in trust for any one or more of 
the benevolent societies or other institutions under the 
patronage or direction of the Church, the Board shall be 
resp6nsible only for the careful and economical adniinis- 
tration of the same, and shall not be held to account to 
the beneficiary or beneficiaries thereof either for the 
fund or for ' a continuous' income therefrom or ’interest 
thereon, beyond what may be secured through fidelity 
and diligence; and all necessary expenses arising. from 
the care or administration of any trust shall be charged- 
to the sanae. ^ ^ : • 

‘ IT. 326* .When any su^h; donation, bequest, grant, or 
trust is made to this -Board, or to the Church, it shall) 
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be the duty of the Pastor within the bounds of whose 
Charge it occurs to give an early notice thereof to 
the Board, which shall proceed without delay to take 
possession of the same, according to the provisions of 
its Charter. 

IT 327« The Board shall make a faithful report of 
its doings, and of the funds and property on hand, to 
each quadrennial session of the' General Conference of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church. 



III. The Permanent Fund. 

IT 32§* There shall be a Fund known as ‘‘The Per- 
manent Fund,” to be held by the Trustees of the Meth- 
odist Episcopal Church, the principal of which shall 
be intact forever, and which shall be invested by said 
Trustees on first-class securities, and at as favorable 
rates as can be legally secured. 

IT 329, It shall be the duty of all our Ministers to 
obtain, as far as practicable, contributions to said 
Fund, by donations, bequests, and otherwise. 

T 330. The interest accumulating from said Fund 
shall be subject to the order of the General Conference 
for the following purposes; 1.- To pay the expenses of 
the General Conference. 2. To pay the expenses of 
Delegations appointed by the General Conference to 
Corresponding Bodies. 3. To make up any deficiencies 
in the salaries of the Bishops. 4. To relieve the neces- 
sities of the Superannuated and Worn-out Ministers, 
and the widows and children of those who have died in 
the work. 
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t 333, § 1. 



CHAPTER I. 

EDUCATION. 



I. The Board of Education. 



IT 331. For tbe promotion of the educational work of 

* 

the Church there shall be a Board, known as the Board 
of Education of the Methodist Episcopal Church. The 
Board of Education of the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
as now duly incorporated according to the laws of the 
State of New York, shall be recognized as said Board of 
Education until changed by the General Conference. 
And the said Board shall manage its affairs and property in 
such manner as shall not be inconsistent with its charter or 
the rules and regulations of said General Conference. 

IT The Corresponding Secretary shall be elected 

by the General Conference. He shall, under the provi- 
sions of the Discipline and . the direction of the Board, 
conduct the correspondence, and shall in all his official 
conduct be subject to the authority and control of the 
Board, by whom his salary shall be fixed and paid. His 
time shall be employed in conducting the affairs of the 
Board and, under its direction, in promoting its general 
interests by traveling or otherwise. 

Any vacancy in this office, caused by death, i-esigna- 
tion, or otherwise, shall be filled by the Board, until the 
Bishops, or a majority of them, shall fill the vacancy. 

333, § 1. No institution of learning shall be i*ecog- 
nized by tbe Board of Education as under the auspices 
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of the Methodist Episcopal Church, be inserted in its' 
classified list of such institutions, or receive aid from its 
connectional educational funds, unless it first have the 
approval of the Annual Conference within whose bounds 
it is located, and of the Conferences associated in its 
management, and unless also (if it is of Collegiate grade, 
and established after July, 1896), it shall have secured 
the approval of the Board of Education before its estab- 
lishment. 

§ 2. In the case of any institution hereafter established 
contrary to the provisions in § 1 of this paragraph, the 
Board of Education, on formal complaint made to it by 
any Annual Conference interested, shall fix a time and 
place for hearing the authorities of the said institution, 
and other institutions affected thereby, and shall advise 
such adjustment of the relation between them as shall 
seem wise and proper under the circumstances. 

§ 3. The Board of Education shall recognize as auxil- 
iaries such Educational Societies as now exist, or may 
hereafter be created, provided such societies prosecute 
their work in harmony with the principles and methods 
of the Board of Education. 

IT 334 , § 1 . The Board of Education shall receive, in- 
vest, and disburse the fund known as the ‘‘Sunday 
School Children’s Fund ” and such other funds as are 
now in its hands or may be specially committed to it for 
educational purposes. IT 337, § 2. 

§ 2. The Board of Education shall administer thei 
Children’s Fund to assist worthy young* people. Members 
of the Methodist Episcopal Church, in obtaining a more 
advanced education. The aid shall be granted only in 
the form of loans, but the Board shall have the authority 
to cancel said loans, in part or in whole, for protracted 

ill health, or for five years’ actual missionary service, 
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II. Educational Institutions. 

IT 335 , § 1. The educational institutions under the 
patronage of the Methodist Episcopal Church shall be 
classified as follows : 

1. Primary Schools. 

2. Secondary Schools. 

3. Colleges. 

4. Universities. 

5. Schools of Theology. 

§ 2. In mission fields and other localities where inade- 
quate provision has been made for elementary instruc- 
tion, primary schools may be established. 

§ 3. Wherever the conditions are favorable, each Con- 
ference may have under its direct supervision one or 
more secondary schools Known as academies, seminaries, 
or collegiate institutes. 

§ 4. Conferences shall not approve the multiplication 
of colleges or universities beyond the needs of the peo- 
ple or their ability to equip and sustain them. 

§ 5. Theological schools, whose professors are nomi- 
nated or confirmed by the Bishops, exist for the benefit 
of the w^hole Church. It is the duty of the Bishops, Pre- 
siding Elders, and Pastors to direct the attention of our 
young people to our literary institutions, and of the can- 
didates for our Ministry, having proper qualifications, to 
our theological seminaries. 

§ 6. The Board of Education shall publish in its annual 
reports a list of all the educational institutions under 
the patronage of the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
classifying the same according to the provisions con- 
tained in IT IT 335, 336. 
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^ 336, § 1. Education. 

^ III. University Senate. 

IT 336, § 1*. There shall be a University Senate of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, authorized by the General 
Conference and appointed quadrennially by the Board 
of Bishops, composed of practical educators, one from 
each General Conference District and one at large, who 
shall determine the minimum equivalent of academic 
work in our Church institutions for graduation. to the 
Baccalaureate degree. The Curricula thus determined 
shall provide for the historical and literary study of the 
Bible in the vernacular. 

§ 2. The Senate shall at least quadrennially report 
to the Board of Education its work; and that Board 
shall determine the institutions which meet these require- 
ments, and such institutions shall be designated as Col- 
leges in the ofiScial lists of the educational institutions 
of the Church. 



IV. Duties of Pastors and Presiding Eiders. 

IT 337, § 1. It shall be the duty of every Pastor to 
take one public collection annually in each Society in 
aid of the work of education. The money so received 
shall be paid over to such auxiliary of the Board of Ed- 
ucation, or institution of learning,’ as the Annual Con- 
ference may direct, or, in the absence of Annual Confer- 
ence direction, to the treasury of the Parent Board. 

§ 2. It shall be the duty of every Pastor to cause every 
, Sunday School under his charge to observe the second 
Sunday in June, or such other Sunday as may be more 
convenient, as Children’s Day, and upon said day, as 
part of the service, he shall take a collection to be de- 
voted to the Sunday School Children’s Fund. The Pastor 
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shall forward the collection aforesaid directly to the 
Secretary of the Board of .Education, and report the 
same to his Annual Conference under the head of “Chil- 
dren’s Fund;” and all educational money, except the 
Children’s Fund, shall be reported to the Annual Con- 
ference under the head of “Public Educational Collec- 
tion.” 

§ 3. The Treasurer of each Annual Conference at tlie 
close of each Conference session shall report to the Board 
of Education the amount of all moneys raised for educa- 
tional purposes and the objects to which they have been 
applied. . .. 

IT 338, § 1. It shall be the duty of each Presiding 
Elder every year to bring the subject of education before 
the last Quarterly Conference of each Charge within his 
District, and. said Conference shall appoint a Committee 
on Education consisting of not less than three nor more 
than seven persons, of which Committee the Pastor shall 
be Chairman. This Committee shall aid the Pastor in 
canvassing the Charge for the purpose of stimulating in- 
terest in the higher education of bur youth, by distribut- 
ing the catalogues and circulars of the secondary schools, 
colleges, universities, and theological institutions of the 
Church, and seeking to secure the attendance of our 
young people at these institutions. 

§ 2. The Presiding Elder every year at the last Quar- 
terly Conference in each Charge shall inquire : 

1, Has the Sermon on Education been preached 
during the year, when, and by whom?' 

2. Has the canvass for education been made, and the 
collection for education been taken? Has Children’s 
Day been observed, and have its collections been taken 
as r^uired by the Discipline, and how much was con- 
tributed for each of these purposes ? 



^ 339. Young People’s Societies. 

3. What students in the Charge are attending any of 
the secondary schools, colleges, universities, or theo- 
logical schools of the Church? 



CHAPTER II. 

YOUNG PEOPLE’S SOCIETIES. 
I. The Epworth League. 



IT 339. For the purpose of promoting intelligent and 
vital piety among the young people of our Churches and 
Congregations, and of training them in works of mercy 
and help, there shall be an organization under the 
authority of the General Conference of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church and governed by the following Con- 
stitution: 

Constitution. 

Article 1. Name. — The title of this organization 
shall be “The Epworth League of the Methodist Epis- 
copal Church.” 

Article 2. Object. — The object of the League is to 
promote intelligent and vital piety in the young Members 
and friends of the Church, to aid them in the attainment 
of purity of heart and constant growth in grace, and to 
train them in works of mercy and help. 

Article 3. Organization. — With a view to carry out 
the objects of the League the Chapters and such other 
Young People’s Societies as may be approved by tlve 
Quarterly Conferences shall be organized into Presiding 
Elders’ District Leagues, and may also be formed into 
General Conference District Leagues. Other groupings 
may be arranged for the advantage of the work, such 
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as Annual Conference Leagues, State Leagues, City 
Leagues, etc. The Chapter shall be under the control of 
the Quarterly Conference and Pastor. Any young 
People’s Society may become an affiliated Chapter of 
the Epworth League ; provided^ it adopt the aims of the 
League, that its President and Officers and general plans 
of work be approved by the Pastor and Official Board 
or Quarterly Conference, and that it be enrolled at the 
Central Office.* 

Article 4. Government. — The management of the 
League shall be vested in the Board of Control, to con- 
sist (1) of fifteen members appointed by the Bishops, one 
of whom shall be a Bishop, who shall be President of the 
Epworth League and of the Board of Control ; (2) and of 
one member from each General Conference District to be 
chosen, at the General Conference, by the Delegates of 
the Annual and Electoral Conferences comprised in the 
several General Conference Districts respectively. The 
Board of Control shall meet twice in each quadrennium. * 

Article 5. Officers. — The officers of the League shall 
, be a President, four Vice Presidents — two of whom at 
least shall be laymen — a General Secretary, and a Treas- 
urer, who shall constitute the General League Cabinet, 
of which also the Editor of the Epworth Herald and the 
German Assistant Secretary shall be members ex officio. 
The President shall be chosen as hereinbefore provided. 
The Vice Presidents shall be chosen by the Board of 
Control from its own members. The General Secre- 
tary shall be elected by the Board of Control, and shall 
be the executive officer of the League. He shall have 
charge of all correspondence, and shall keep the records 

♦ It is not hereby intended to disturb the present status of other 
Young People’s Societies now organized in the Methodist Episct^al 
Chur^ which are under control of the Pastor and Quarterly Confer- 
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of the League. He shall also be Editor of Epworth 
League publications other than the Epworth Herald. The 
Treasurer shall be elected by the Board of Control. The 
Editor of the Epworth Herald shall be elected by the 
General Conference. All these officers sliall be elected 
quadrennially, and shall hold office until their successors 
are chosen. The duties of the General Secretary and the 
Editor of the Epworth Herald shall be performed under 
the direction of the Board of Control; and the Cabinet 
shall act for the Board of Control ad interim. Vacancies 
in any of the above named positions except the Presi- 
dency and the Editorship of the Herald shall be filled by 
the Cabinet, subject to the approval of the Board of 
Control. 

Article 6 . German Assistant Secretary. — The Edi- 
tor of the Ham und Het*d is constituted the German 
Assistant Secretary of the Epworth League, and thereby 
a member of the General League Cabinet. 

Article 7. Finances. — The salaries of the Editor of 
the Ejpworth Herald’ and of the General Secretary shall 
be fixed by the Book Committee. All other expenses of , 
the Board of Control shall be met through means which 
it shall devise. No collection shall be taken by the Ep- 
worth League of the Methodist Episcopal Church except 
for League * purposes. 

Article 8. Central Office. — The Central Office of the 
Epworth League shall be in Chicago, 111. 

Article 9. Local Constitution. — The Constitution for 
Local Chapters shall be in charge of the Board of Control ; 
provided^ however, that no enactment shall be made which 
shall in any manner confiict with this General Constitution, 

Article 10. By-Law’^s. — The Board of Control shall 
have power* to enact such By-laws for its own govern- 
ment as will not conflict with this Constitution. 
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i Article 11. Amendments. — This Constitution shall 

be altered or amended only by the General Conference. 

I 



II. Duties of Presiding Eiders and Pastors. 

IT 340 . It shall be the duty of the Presiding Elders 
when holding District or Quarterly Conferences to in- 
quire into the condition of Epworth League Chapters 
and such other Young People’s Societies as may be un- 
der the control of the Quarterly and District Confer- 
ences, and to ascertain whether they are . conducting 
their affairs in harmony with the purpose and Discipline 
of the Methodist Episcopal Church. 

IT 341 . It shall be the duty of Pastors to organize, if 
possible, and to maintain, if practicable, Chapters of the 
Epworth League. 

III. Duties of the President of a Chapter. 

IT 342 . The President of an Epworth League Chapter 
must be a member of the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
and shall be elected by the Chapter and confirmed by the 
Quarterly Conference, of which body he shall then be- 
come a member if approved by it for membership therein. 
It shall be his duty to present to the Quarterly Conference 
a report of his Chapter, together with such other informa- 
tion as the Conference may require and he may be able 
to give. ^ 

CHAPTER III. ^ 

SUNDAY SCHOOLS. 

For the moral and religious instruction of our children, 
and for the promotion of Bible knowledge among all our 

people let the following order be observed : 
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I. Sunday School Board. 

^ f 343, § 1. Every Sunday School of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church shall be under the supervision of a 
Sunday School Board, and shall be auxiliary to the Sun- ' 
day School Union of the Methodist Episcopal Church. 

§ 2. The Sunday School Board shall consist of the 
Pastor, who shall be ex officio Chairman, the Sunday 
School Committee appointed by the Quarterly Confer- 
ence, the Superintendent, the Assistant Superintendents, 
the Secretaries, the Treasurer, the Librarians, and the 
Teachers of the School. In case of the withdrawal of 
Officers or Teachers from the School, they shall cease to 
be members of the Board. 

§ 3. It shall be the duty of the Sunday School Board, 
whenever practicable, to organize our schools into Tem- 
perance Societies, under such niles and regulations as 
the Board may prescribe, the duty of which Societies 
shall be to see that temperance instruction is imparted to 
the School, and secure, so far as possible, the pledging 
of its members to total abstinence. ^ 

. II. Officers and Teachers. 

344, § 1. The Superintendent shall be nominated 
annually by the Sunday School Board, and confirmed 
by the Quarterly Conference at its next session after 
such nomination : and in case of a vacancy the Pastor 
shall superintend or secure the superintending of the 
School until such time as a Superintendent nominated 
by the Sunday School Board shall be confirmed by the 
Quarterly Conference. 

§ 2. The other ofiicers of the School shall be elected 

by the Sunday School Board. 
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§ 3.. The Teachers of the School shall be nominated 
by the Superintendent, with the* concurrence of the 
Pastor, and elected by the Board. 

§ 4. The place of any Officer or Teacher habitually 
neglecting his or her duty, or being guilty of improper 
conduct, may be declared vacant by a vote of two thirds 
of the Board present at any regular or special meeting. 

§ 5. It shall be the duty of the Superintendent to re- 
port to each Quarterly Conference : 

1. Name of Sunday School. 

2. Number of Officers and Teachers. 

3. Number of Scholars in all grades. 

4. Number of Scholars in Home Department. 

5. Average attendance. 

6. Number of Officers and Teachers Members of the 
Church or Probationers. 

7. Number of Scholars (whether attendants or mem- 
bers of Home Department) Members of the Church or 
Probationers. 

8. Number of members of the Sunday School con- 
verted during the quarter. 

9. Current expenses for the quarter. ’’ 



III. Duties of Presiding Elders. 

1 345 . It shall be the duty of the Presiding Elder to 
bring the subject of Sunday Schools before the last 
Quarterly Conference of each year; and said Quarterly 
Conference shall appoint a Committee of Members of 
our Church of not less than three nor more than nine 
• for each Sunday School in the Charge, to be called the 
Committee on Sunday Schools, whose duty it shall be to 
aid the Pastor and the Officers of the Sunday Schools in 
procuring suitable Teachers, in promoting in all' proper 
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ways the attendance of children and adults on our,Sun-% 
day Schools and at our regular Public Worship, and in 
raising money to meet the expenses of the Sunday- 
Schools of the Charge. Of this Committee the Pastor 
shall be Chairman. 



, VI. Duties of Pastors. 

1 346 . It shall be the duty of the Pastor, aided by 
the Superintendent and the Committee on Sunday 
Schools, to decide as to what books and other publica- 
tions shall be used in the Sunday Schools. 

1 347 . It' shall be the special duty of the Pastor, 
with the aid of the other Preachers and the Committee 
on Sunday Schools, to form Sunday Schools in all our 
Congregations where ten persons can be collected for 
that purpose, which Schools shall be auxiliary to the 
Sunday School Union of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church; to engage the cooperation of as many ‘of our 
Members as they can ; to visit the Schools^ as often as 
practicable; to preach on the subject of Sunday Schools 
and the religious instruction of children^ in each Con- 
gregation at least once in six months ; to forni classes, 
wherever they can, for the instruction of the larger chil- 
dren, youth, and adults, in the word of God ; and where 
they cannot superintend them personally, to see that 
suitable teachers are provided for that purpose. 

IT 34 §, § 1. It shall be the duty of our Ministers to 
enforce faithfully upon parents and Sunday School 
Teachem the great importance ^of instructing children in 
the doctrines and duties of our holy religion to see 
that our Catechisms bfe used as extensively as possible 
in our Sunday Schools and families; and to preach to 

the children, and catechise them publicly in the Sunday 
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Schools and at public meetings appointed for that pur- 
pose. ‘ 

§ 2. It shall be the duty of every Minister in his pas- 
toral visits to pay special attention to the children ; to 
speak to them. personally and kindly on the subject of 
experimental and practical godliness, according to their 
capacity; to pray earnestly for them; and diligently in- 
struct and exhort all parents to dedicate their children 
to the Lord in Baptism as early as convenient. 

IT 340 . Each, Pastor shall lay before the Quarterly 
Conference, to be entered on its Journal, the number 
and state of .the Sunday Schools in his Charge, and the 
extent to which he has preached to the children and 
catechised them, and shall make the required report on 
Sunday Schools to his Annual Conference. 



CHAPTER IV. 

MISSIONARY WORK. 

✓ 

THE MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 



I. Incorporation and Officers. 



t 350 . For the better prosecution of Missionary work 
in the United States and in foreign countries, there shall 
be a Missionary Society, duly incorporated according to 
law, and having its office in the city of New York, said 
Society being subject to such rules and regulations as 
the Geileral Conference may from time to time prescribe. 

Noth.— F or Charter; 'Constitution, By-Laws, etc., etc., see Annual 
Report of Missionary Society. ; 

1 35^1. The Board of Managers of the Missionary So- 
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cieiy shall have power to suspend a Corresponding Sec- 
retary, or Treasurer, or Manager, for cause to them suf- 
ficient ; and a time shall be fixed by the Board, at as 
early a day as practicable, for the investigation of the 
official conduct of said Secretary, Treasurer, or Manager, 

^ due notice of which shall be given by them to the Bish- 
ops, who shall select one of their number to be present 
and preside at the investigation, which shall be before 
the fourteen members of the General Missionary Com- 
mittee elected from the Districts by the General Con- 
ference, two thirds of whom may remove said Secretary, 
Treasurer, or Manager from oflSce in the interval of the ' 
General 4Jonference. 

IT 352. In ^'ase a vacancy exists in the ofiSice of 
Corresponding Secretary, Treasurer, or Assistant Treas- 
urer, by death, resignation, or otherwise, the Bishops 
shall have power to fill the vacancy; and until they do 
so, the Board of Managers shall have power to provide 
^ for the duties of the office. 

1 353. It shall be the duty of the General Missionary 
Committee to revise annually the list of Managers, and 
in case of inattention of any Manager to the duties of 
the^ office it may declare his seat vacant. 

II. Missions, Foreign and Home. 

IT 354. When a Mission is established in a foreign 
country, or in the United States and Territories outside 
of Annual Conferences, the Bishop having Episcopal 
Supervision of the same khall appoint a Member of the 
Mission as Superintendent, who may also be the t^resid- 
ing Elder of a District. It shall be the duty of the 
Superintendent, in the absence of a Bishop, to preside 

at the Annual Meeting of the Mission, to arrange the 
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work, and take general supervision of the entire Mis- 
sion, and to represent the state of the Mission and its 
needs to the Bishop having charge, and to the Corre- 
sponding Secretaries. ^ 

IT 355. It shall be the duty of the Superintendent 
annually to call together all the Members of the Mission, 
and also the native Preachers employed as Supplies or 
Helpers in the Mission, for the purpose of holding an 
Annual Meeting ; said Meeting possessing, in all ecclesi- 
astical matters, the functions and privileges of a District 
Conference ; and also transacting such other business as 
may be assigned by the Board, or grow out of the local 
interests of the work. 

IT 356. But in Missions in the United States and Ter- 
ritories, the power to license and to try Local Preachers, 
and to renew the Licenses of Local Preachers and Ex- 
horters, shall remain with the respective Quarterly Con- 
ferences ; and Local Preachers tried and convicted shall 
have their Appeal to the Annual Meeting of the Mis- 



sion. 



IT 357. The Ministerial Members of the General Mis- 
sionary Committee shall constitute a Judicial Confer- 
ence to hear Appeals of Local Preachers convicted at an 
Annual Meeting of a foreign Mission, said Judicial Con- 
ference to be presided over by a Bishop. 

“• IT 35§. When a Mission in a foreign country shall be 
organized into an Annual Conference, the administration 
of the Missionary Society is not thereby disturbed, but 
shall be continued as in the case of other foreign Mis- 



sions. 



• T 359. Wherever Methodist Churches are organized 
in territory outside of an Annual Conference, or of any 
regular Mission of our Church, such 'Vork may be at- 
tached to such home Conference as the said Cliurches 
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may elect, with the concurrence of the Bishop having 
charge of said Conference, and may be constituted a 
Presiding Elder’s District. 



III. The Annual Conference and Missions. 

1 360 * It shall be the duty of each Annual Confer- 
ence to form within its bounds a Conference Missionary 
Society, which shall appoint its own officers, fix the 
terms of membersliip, and otherwise regulate its own 
administration. But it shall pay all its funds into the 
treasury of the Parent Society. It shall appoint a Sec- 
retary for each Presiding Elder’s District, whose duty it 
shall be to cooperate with the Presiding Elder in plan- 
ning and holding District missionary meetings and dis- 
seminating missionary literature, and to inform the Corre- 
sponding Secretaries from time to time of the state of 
the work in the District. 

1 361 . Any Annual Conference may, at its option, 
by a vote of two thirds of its Members, assume the 
responsibility of supporting such Missions, already es- 
tablished within its*^bwn limits, as have hitherto been 
reported under the head of ‘‘Missions in the Destitute 
Portions of the Regular Work,” and. such other Mis- 
sions as may be established therein ; and for this pur- 
pose it shall be at liberty to organize a Conference Do- 
mestic Missionary Society, with branches; prof)idedy 
such organization shall not interfere with the collections 
for the Missionary Society of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, as required by the Discipline; provided^ also, 
that in case more funds shall be raised for such Mis- 
sions than are needed, the surplus, shall be paid over to 
the Treasurer of the Missionary Society of the Metho- 
dist Episcopal Church at New York, to be appropriated 
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to such Mission or Missions under the care of the So- 
ciety as may be designated by such Conference. 

1 362. It shall be the duty of each Annual Confer- 
ence within the bounds of the United States, where Mis- 
sions have been or are to be established, to appoint a 
Standing Committee, which shall keep a record of its 
doings, and report the same to the Conference, whose 
duty it shall be, with the concurrence of the President 
of the Conference, to make an estimate of the amount 
necessary for the support of each Mission and Mission 
School, in full, or supplementary to the amount raised 
by the Society or Congregation thus aided; for which 
amount the President of the Conference for the. time 
being shall draw on the Treasurer of the Society in 
quarterly installments. 

IT 363. It shall be the duty of each Annual Confer- 
ence to examine strictly into the state of the Domestic 
Missions within its bounds, and to allow none to remain 
on the list of its Missions which, in the judgment of the 
Conference, is able to support itself. 

1 364. Each Annual Conference shall report through 
its Secretary, annually, to the Secretaries of the Mission- 
ary Society at New York, the name of each District 
and Charge, within its bounds, sustained in whole or 
in part by said Conference as a Mission, together with 
the amount of missionary money appropriated to such 
for the year, and also the number of years that each 
Mission has received assistance from the missionary 
treasury, and whether consecutively or otherwise. 

IT 365. The President of the Conference, at each ses- 
sion, shall appoint one of its Members, with an alternate, 
to preach a missionary sermon during its next succeed- 
ing session, at such time and place as the officers of the 
Conference Missionary Society shall designate; and said 
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officers shall cause timely notice of said sermon to be 
published abroad. 

I IT 366. When the character of the Presiding Elder 

f is under examination, the Bishop shall ask him whether 

the provisions of tlie Discipline for the support of Mis- 
sions have been carried out in his District ; and when 
the character of a Pastor is examined, he shall inquire 
of him what amount has been raised on his Charge for 
Missions. 

IV. Duties of Presiding Elders. 

IT 36y. It shall be the duty of each Presiding Elder 
to bring the subject of our Missions before the Quarterly 
Conference of each Charge within his District at the 
last Quarterly Conference in each year; and said Con- 
ference shall proceed to appoint a Committee of not less 
than three nor more than nine, of which the Pastor 
shall be Chairman, to be called the Committee on Mis- 
sions, whose duty it shall be to aid the Pastor in carrying 
into effect the Disciplinary measures for the support of 
our Missions. 

IT 368. It shall be the duty of each Presiding Elder 
to see that the provisions of this section are faithfully 
executed in his District; and in order thereto, he shall 
inquire at each session of the Quarterly Conference what 
has been done by the Mission Committee toward raising 
funds for the support of Missions during the preceding 
quarter, and particularly whether the Sunday Schools 
have been organized into Missionary Societies. 

V. Duties of Pastors. 

IT 369, The support of Missions is committed to the 

Churches, Congregations, and Societies as such. 
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IT 39'0. It shall be the duty of the Pastor, aided by 
the Committee on Missions, to provide for the diffusion 
of missionary intelligence among the Members of the 
Church and Congregation. 

IT ^ 71 . It shall be the duty of the Pastor, aided by 
the Committee on Missions, to institute a monthly mis- 
sionary prayer meeting or lecture in each Society, or 
Church and Congregation, wherever practicable, for the 
purpose of imploring the Divine blessing on Missions, 
for the diffusion of missionary intelligence, and to afford 
an opportunity for voluntary offerings to the missionary 
cause. 

IT 373, It shall be the duty of the Pastor, aided by 
the Committee on Missions, to appoint Missionary Col- 
lectors, and furnish them with suitable books and' in- 
structions, that they may call on each Member of the 
Society, or Church and Congregation, and on other per- 
sons, at their discretion, for his or her annual, semi- 
annual, quarterly, monthly, or weekly contribution for 
the support of Missions. Said Collectors shall make 
monthly returns, unless otherwise instructed by the 
Committee, to the Pastor, or to the Missionary Treasurer 
of the Church, if there be such Treasurer appointed by 
the Committee on Missions. Such returns shall be 
entered in a book, which the Committee shall provide, 
together with collections and contributions received 
from other sources. Such entries shall set forth the 
name of each Collector, the real or assumed names of the 
contributors, and the amount contributed by each. 

IT 373, Each Pastor shall report at Conference to the 
Executive Committee or to the Board of Managers of 
the Conference Missionary Society, a plain transcript of 
the record of the returns provided for in H 372, including 

the name of each Collector in h’s Charge, and the name. 
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real or assumed, of each contributor to each Collector, 
that they may be arranged by Districts and by Charges 
for publication in the annual report of the Conference 
Missionary Society, together with the contributions and 
collections received from other sources, unless the Con- 
ference shall by vote declare such transcript returns and 
such publication unadvisable. 

T 374. It shall be the duty of the Pastor, with the 
aid of the Committee on Missions, to present once in the 
year to each Congregation the cause of Missions, and to 
ask public collections and contributions for the support 
of the same. The manner of asking and taking such 
collections and contributions shall be at the discretion of 
the Pastor and the Committee on Missions, with this in- 
junction, that the Pastor shall preach, or cause to be 
preached on the occasion, one or more sermons, and with 
the recommendation that one whole Sabbath day be 
given to the cause on this annual presentation of Mis- 
sions in ofir principal Churches and Congregations. 

IT 375. It shall be the duty of the Pastor to see that 
each Sunday School in our Churches and Congregations 
is organized into a Missionary Society, as prescribed in 
IT 53 of the Appendix to the Discipline. A collec- 
tion shall be taken for Missions in each Sunday School, 
as far as practicable, at least once a month ; and all sums 
of money so collected shall be paid into the .Treasury of 
the Missionary Society, and the missionary contributions 
of the Sunday Schools shall be reported in a separate 
column in the benevolent contributions of the Annual 
and General Minutes. It shall be the duty of the Sun- 
day School Missionary Society to provide, with the con- 
sent of the Sunday School Board, for brief missionary 
exercises in the Sunday School on the day that the 
monthly missionary collection is taken, to cause suitable 
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literature to be distributed in the Sunday School, and to 
arrange for occasional miBsiouary concerts* . 



• f < 

WOIMLAN^S FORIBlON IRISSIONARIT SOCIETY. 

IT 3t'0. For the more successful prosecution of the 
Missionary work of. the Church among women in foreign 
lands, there shall be an organization known as the 
Woman’s Foreign Missionary Society of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, to be governed and regulated by its 
Constitution,, which, may be altered or amended by the 
General Conference as the necessities o^ the work may 
require* . 

§ 1. This Society shall work in harmony with, and 
under the supervision of, the authorities of the Missiont- 
ary Society of the Methodist Episcopal Church. The 
appointment, recall, and remuneration of Missionaries, 
and the designation of their fields of labor, shall be 
subject to the approval of the Board of Managers of 
the Missionary Society; of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church; and annual appropriations to Mission fields 
shall be submitted for revision and approval to the Gen- 
eral Missionary Committee of the Methodist Episcop«d 
Church. . . . ; . , 

§ 2. All Missionaries sent out by this Society shall 
labor under the direction of the particular Conferences 
or Missions of the Church in which they may be sever- 
ally employed . They shall be annually appointed by the 
President of the Conference or Mission, and shall be sub- 
ject to the same rules of removal that govern the other 
Missionaries. 

§ 3. All the work of the Woman’s Society in foreign 
lands shall be under the direction of the Conferences or 

Missions, and their Committees, in exactly the same 
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manner as the work of the Missionary Society of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, the Superintendent or Pre- 
siding Elder having the same relation to the work and 
the person in charge of it that he would have were it 
a work in the charge of any Member of the Conference 
or Mission. 

§ 4. The funds of the Society shall not be raised by 
collections or subscriptions taken during any of our 
regular Church services, nor in any Sunday School, but 
shall be raised bv such methods as the Constitution of 
the Society shall provide, none of which shall interfere 
with the contributions of our people and Sunday Schools 
for the treasury of the Missionary Society of the Method- 
ist Episcopal Church; and the amount so collected shall 
be reported by the Pastor to the Annual Conference, and 
be entered in a column among the Benevolent Collections 
in the Annual and General Minutes. 

§ 5. The provisions of § 4 of this paragraph ( IT 376) 
shall not be so interpreted as to prevent the Women 
from taking collections in meetings convened in the in- 
terests of their Societies; nor from securing member- 
ships and life-memberships in audiences where their 
work is represented; nor from holding festivals or ar- 
ranging lectures in the interests of their work. 

WOMAN’S HOMJB MISSIONARY SO€IRXY« 

T STT, There shall be an organization known as the 

Woman’s Home Missionary Society of the Methodist 

Episcopal Church, which Society shall have authority to 

collect and disburse money, employ Missionaries, and do 

work among the neglected populations in the home field 

under the same Disciplinary rules and regulations as 

those which apply to the Woman’s Foreign Missionary 
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'',#5ciety, except the requirements contained in §§ 2 and 3 
of 1 376. 

CITY EYANGE1.XZATION UNION. 

IT 378 , The City Evangelization Union shall be com- 
posed of representatives of all the local organizations, 
by whatever name known, in the cities of the United 
States, working for city evangelization under the aus- 
pices of the Methodist Episcopal Church. 

This Union has for its sole aim to bring into fraternally 
intimate and mutually helpful relations all such local or- 
ganizations. To this end we advise that wherever prac- 
ticable, and certainly in all towns and mties having five 
or more charges, local organizations be formed for 
purpose of affording financial aid to needy Churches, or- 
ganizing new Church enterprises, and conducting Mis- 
sion work among the religiously destitute. 

And we further advise that all such organizations, al- 
lied to this Union, make yearly reports to the Annual 
Conferences within the bounds of which they are severally 
situated, with the names of the officers and a statement 
of the condition and progress of the work and the re- 
ceipts and expenditures of each year. And that the City 
Evangelization Union make a like report to each General 
Conference for the quadrennium next preceding its 
meeting, containing a summary of the- condition and 
progress of the work and of the receipts and expendi- 
tures of all the organizations federated with the Union. 
As the need for such systematic and aggressive effort to 
ftrtng the Gospel to the teeming populations of our 
great cities is urgent and increasing, this movement is 
heartily commended to all our Members. We earnestly 
recommend that the Annual Conferences take such 
friendly cognizance of the organizations within their 
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bounds as will promote* their efficiency and faciiitetC 
their work, and it is especially recommended that they 
provide for publishing in their Minutes the reports of 
contributions in aid of their work. 



CHAPTER V. 

CHURCH EXTENSION. 

I. Parent Board. 

* t ^ 

\ 379. There shall be a Board of Church Extension, 
consisting of thirty-two Ministers and thirty-two Lay- 
men, to be chosen by the General Conference, and to be 
duly incorporated according to law, with such powers 
and prerogatives as may be needful to the object of its 
appointment; said Board to be subject to the control of 
the. General Conference. The Bishops shall be ex 
members of the Board. 

IT 3§0. The term of service of the members of the 
Board shall begin on the second Wednesday in June fol- 
lowing their appointment, and coutinue during the en- 
suing four years, and until their successors shall be duly 
chosen and have entered upon their duties, unless other- 
wise ordered by the General Conference. If a vacancy 
should occur by death, resignation, or otherwise, dur- 
ing the interval between the sessions of the General 
Committee, the Board shall have power to ffill the 
vacancy. . 

t 381 , The Officers of the Board shall be a Resident, 
five Vice Presidents, two . Corresponding Secretaries, 
with such Assistant Corresponding Secretaries as thQ 
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General Committee of Church Extension may authorize 
and appoint, a Recording Secretary, a Treasurer, and an 
Assistant Treasurer, all of whom, except the Correspond- 
ing^Secretaries and Assistant Corresponding Secretaries, 
shall be elected by the Board at the first regular meeting 
in November of each year. 

1 3S2* The Corresponding Secretaries shall be ap» 
pointed by the General Conference. They shall, under 
the provisions of the Discipline and the directions of the 
General Committee and of the Board, conduct its cor- 
respondence, and shall, in all their oflacial conduct, be 
subject to the authority and control of the !^oard, by 
whom their salaries shall be fixed and paid. They shall 
be exclusively employed in conducting the affairs of the 
Board, and, under its direction, in promoting its general 
interest, by traveling or otherwise. Should a vacaney 
occur by death, resignation, or otherwise, the Board 
shall have power to provide for tiie duties of the office 
until the Bishops, or a majority of them, shall fill the 
vacancy. 

IT 383* An Assistant Corresponding Secretary, or more 
than one, may be appointed at any time by the CkSeral 
Committee, on the nomination of the Bishops; which 
Secretary or Secretaries shall receive such salary, and 
render such service, as the Board may determine. 

IT 384. The Board shall hold its meetings in the city 
bf Philadelphia. It shall have power to make Bydaws 
for the regulation of its own proceedings, not in conflict 
with the Charter, the Discipline, or the directions of the 
General Committee; to provide for and administer a 
Loan Fund ; to establish and administer an Annuity 
Fund, either in connection with, or separate from, the 
Loan Fund, as it may deem wise; to take and hold in 
trust for the Methodist Episcopal Church any real or per- 
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sonal property; to dispose of the same for the use and 
benefit of the Church,. and generally to do all and singu- 
lar the matters aud things which shall be necessary and 
lawful in the execution of its trusts ; provided, however, 
that all amounts received, on Loan Fund shall be used 
only for loans on adequate security ; and pn^ovidedj'liix- 
ther, that the aggregate amount of interest and annui- 
ties payable shall never be allowed to exceed the aggre- 
gate amount of interest receivable; and provided, also, 
that an equitable proportion • of the expenses of ad- 
ministration Of the business of the Board shall be charged 
to and defrayed out of the interest received on the loans 
made by the Board from the Loan Fund and the Annuity 
Fund respectively., i . 

1 3§5, The Board shall also have authority to provide 
and recommend, a uniform plan for the organization of 
local Boards of Church Extension in large cities, under 
such local administration as may be deemed advisable ; 
but in no case shall such local organizations interfere 
with the general work of the Board. 

IT 386. The Board shall also have authority, by con- 
stituting and procuring a special incorporation, or other- 
wise, to take such measures as it may deem wise and 
necessary to procure the insurance of Churches and other 
Church property against loss by fire; and the profits aris- 
ing therefrom, if any, after the accumulation of a suffi- 
cient reserve fund) shall be^ devoted to the purposes of 
the Board. 

IT 387, The Board shall also have authority, with the 
concurrence of the General Committee, to make such 
provisions as it may deem wise for honorary membership 
in the Parent and Conference Boards of Church IJxten- 
sion, and in the General Committee. -* 

IT 388# At all meetings of the Board thirteen, mep^bers 
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sliall constitute a quorum. TSte Minutes of each meet- 
ing shall be signed by the Secretary thereof. 

H 389. The Board shall publish quarterly, or oftener, 
full information concerning its work; and shall submit 
to the General Conference a report of its proceedings for 
the preceding four years, and of the state of the funds. 

II. Conference Boards. 

T 390. Each Annual Conference shall, on the nomi- 
nation of the Presiding Bishop, appoint a Conference 
Board of Church Extension, composed of equal numbers 
of Ministers and Laymen, consisting of a President, 
Vice President, Secretary, and Treasurer, and not less 
than two nor more .than six additional members, so 
located that a quorum thereof may be convened at any 
tirne. The Presiding Elders shall be ex officio members 
of the Conference Board, and shall also be a Standing 
Committee on apportioning amounts asked of the Con- 
ference. The Secretary of the Conference shall notify 
the Corresponding Secretaries of the Parent Board of the 
name and post office address of each member of the Confer- 
ence Board soon after the adjournment of the Conference. 

1 391. The Conference Board shall be auxiliary to tb^^ 
Parent Board, and shall, under its direction, have ch:.rge 
of all the interests and work of Church Extension within 

* t 

the Conference. The Presiding Elders shall, as a Com- 
mittee on Apportionments, distribute for collection the 
amount asked of the Conference among the several Dis- 
tricts and Pastoral Charges, "with due regard to their 
circumstances and ability, and notify each Pastor and 
Quarterly Confereoce early in the year of the amount of 
their apportionment, and report the result t9 tbe AUQuaf 
Conference. 
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- f 303. The Treasurer'of tHeOohferfence Board shall, 
as early as practicable*,' at least obdein every three months, 
remit all funds coming into his hands to' the Treasurer 
of the Parent Board. ' “ ' ^ 

IT 3®3.‘ If for any reason such Conference Board can- 
not be (Constituted or act, the Bishop having charge, or 
a Committee by him appointed, may perform any of the 
duties required in this section, 

IH. General Committee. 

IT ^4. There shall be a General Cornmlttee of.CTiurch 
Extension, composed as follows: 1. Of the General 
Superintendents, one of whom,’ as they may from time 
to time determine, shall be Chairman. 2. Of the Cor- 
responding Secretaries and Assistant ' Corresponding 
Secretaries, the Treasurer, and the Recording Secretary 
of the Board, which Secretary “ shall also be ex officio 
Secretary of the General Committee. 3. Of one rep- 
resentative from each General Conference District (IT 70), 
elected by the General Conference on the nomination of 
the Delegates of each District respectively. . 4. Of an 
equal number of representatives appointed by the 
Board. 

^ ^ ,St95« It shall be the duty of this Committee'to meet 
annually, in such place and on such day in the month of 
Noveniber as shall be appointed by the Corresponding 
Secretaries, to determine : 1. What aniount each Confer- 
ence shall be asked to raise by collections for the use of 
the Board during the ensuing year ; 2. What amount 
may be donated and loaned within each Conference dur- 
ing the same period ; and, 3. What amount may he 
applied to general and special purposes not included in 
the above. 
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T 396. The General Committee shall also have au- 
thority to counsel and direct the Board in the general 
administration of the trust committed to its care. It 
shall also have authority to revise the list of members of ^ 
the Board, and for inattention to the duties of the office, 
or for other cause, to declare the seat of any member va- 
cant, and to fill any existing vacancy on the Board. 

H 397« If a vacancy should occur in the Committee 
by death, resignation, removal from the District, or 
otherwise, the Bishop having charge of the Conference 
within which such vacancy occurs shall fill it. 

T 398. Expenses incurred by the Committee in the 
discharge of its duties may be paid by the Treasurer of 
theBoard.' 



IV. Applications for Aid. 

If 399. All applications for aid shall be made in ac- 
cordance with blank forms to be furnished by the Parent 
Board, and shall set forth, 1. The number of Church 
Members, of Sunday School children, and of the Congre- 
gation to be accommodated, the population of the place, 
and prospects of growth. 2. The legal incorporation of 
the Church or Board of ^Trustees.' ^ 3. The location, size, 
present and prospective value of the site, the validity of 
the title thereto, and whether held in trust for the Meth- 
odist Episcopal Church. 4. A description of the building 
to which aid, if granted, will be applied ; and, if required, 
a copy of the plans and specifications of the architect 
shall be submitted, and, if deemed necessary by the 
Parent or Conference Board, modified as may be sug- 
gested. 6, The estimated and probable cost when 
completed. 6. The available resources and amount of ^ 
reliable subscriptions; and that those immediately in- 
terested have done or are doing all that could be 
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reasonably expected. 7. What amount of debt, if any, 
may be allowed to remain against the property, and 
how soon the Trustees or others will agree to remove it. 
8. Is the property insured? Will it be? In what com- 
pany? To what amount? 9. Whether the Church, if 
aided, will probably become self-supporting, and how 
soon, and to what extent it may be expected to aid in 
the general work of the Church. 10. Any additional 
facts and circumstances that will assist the Board to a 
proper decision on the application. 

^ IT 400 . Every such application for aid shall, be first 
submitted to the Conference Board of Church Extension, 
and said Board shall' certify its action thereon to the 
Parent Board ; and aid shall be granted only by the con- 
current action of both the Conference Board and of the 
Parent Board, and, except in cases of great emergency, 
within the amount authorized by the General Commit- 
tee; provided^ however, that for the procurement of 
property , in Mission territory the Parent Board may 
appropriate funds specially authorized by the General 
Committee without such application or recornmendation 
by a Conference Board ; but in all such cases the title 
to such property should vest in the Board of Church 
Extension. 

V. Duties of Presiding Elders and Pastors. 

IT 401 . It shall be the duty of each Presiding Elder 
to bring the subject of Church Extension before the 
Quarterly Conference of each Charge within his District 
at the last Quarterly Conference in each year; and said 
Quarterly Conference shall appoint a Committee of not 
less than three nor more than five, of. which the Pastor 
shall be ^ Chairman, to be called the Committee on 
Church Extension, whose duty it shall be to aid the 
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Pastor in carrying into effect the provisions of the Dis- 
cipline and plans of the Boards for the support of this 
cause, and in securing at least the amount asked of the 
Circuit or Station for its aid ; and the Presiding Elder 
shall inquire, in the Third Quarterly Conference of each 
year, what has been done for this cause, and whether 
tlie amount asked has been received ; and if not, he 
shall urgently request the Pastor and the Quarterly Con- 
ference to take such measures as will secure the amount 
before the close of the year. 

IT It shall be the duty of the Pastor, aided by 
the Committee on Church Extension,* to provide for the 
diffusion of information concerning the work and wants 
of the Board of Church Extension; he shall preach, or 
cause to be preached, a sermon on this subject in each 
Congregation in every year, and solicit contributions 
from each, endeavoring to secure at least the amount 
asked as above provided ; and he shall, at each Confer- 
ence, report the amount asked and the amount received 
for Church Extension. He shall also invite special con- 
tributions and bequests to the Loan Fund. 

% 

CHAPTER VI. 

PREEDMEN’S AID AND SOUTHERN EDUCA- 
TION SOCIETY. 

I 

" I. General Object. 

* I 403, The work of the Freedmen’s Aid and South- 
ern Education Society shall be the establishment and 
maintenance of institutions for Christian education in 
the Southern States among both colored and w’hite 
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people. The instruction in these institutions shall in- 
clude such literary, professional, and industrial courses 
of study as will tend to the development of the highest 
Christian character. The location of these institutions 
shall be with reference to the formation of an educa- 
tional system with collegiate centers and cooperative 
preparatory academies, so that with th® greatest econ- 
omy the needs of the people will be most fully met. 
The schools shall be made self-supporting as rapidly as 
the financial condition of the people 'will admit. Spe- 
cial efforts shall be made to secure permanent endow- 
ments for the various institutions, and the control of ^ 
said schools by local Boards of Trustees shall be in pro- 
portion to their local support. 

II. Board of Managers. 

f 404 . There shall be a Board of Managers consist- 
ing of eighteen Ministers and twelve Laymen, to be 
elected quadrennially by the General Conference, and 
the term of service of the members of this Board shall 
begin on the second Wednesday in June following their 
appointment, and continue during the ensuing four 
years and until their successors shall be chosen and have 
entered upon their duties. Said Board of Managers 
being duly incorporated according to law, and having 
such powers and prerogatives as are needful for con- 
ducting the work of the Society, except such authority 
as is given to the General Committee, shall be subject 
to the control of the General Conference. Thirteen 
members shall constitute a quorum for the transaction 
of all business except the appropriation of funds author- 
ized by the General Committee, and the purchase or 

sale of real estate, in which a^ses a majority of the 
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members shall be a quorum. The Board shall make a 
quadrennial report of its work to the General Confer- 
ence, and shall publish quarterly or oftener full infor- 
mation concerning its work. 



III. Officers. 

IT 405 , § 1. The Officers of this Board shall be a 
President, three Vice Presidents, two Corresponding 
Secretaries, such Assistant Secretaries as the General 
Committee may appoint; a Recording Secretary, a 
Treasurer, and an Assistant Treasurer, all of whom ex- 
cept the Corresponding Secretaries and the Assistant 
Secretaries shall be elected by the Board at its annual 
meeting each year. 

§ 2. The Corresponding Secretaries shall be elected by 
the General Conference, and shall, under the provision 
of the Discipline and the direction of the General Com- 
mittee and of the Board of Managers, conduct the cor- 
respondence, and shall be in all official acts subject to 
the authority and control of the Board, by whom their 
salaries shall be fixed and paid. Their time shall be 
devoted to the affairs of the Society under the direction 
of the Board in promoting its interest by tniveling at 
large through the Church, conducting the office w ork, 
superintending the institutions of learning under the 
care of the Society, or otherwise. Any vacancy by 
death, resignation, or otherwise shall be filled by the 
Board, until the Bishops or a majority of them shall fill 
the vacancy. One or more Assistant Corresponding 
Secretaries or Field Agents may be appointed at any 
time by the General Committee, and they shall receive 
such salary and render such service as the Board may 
determine. 
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§ 3. The senior Book Agent at Cincinnati shall be the 
Treasurer of this Society, and the Board of Managers 
may appoint such Assistant Treasurers as it deems wise. 



IV. General Committee. 

IT 406 . There shall be a General Committee of the 
Freedmen’s Aid and Southern Education Society com- 
posed as follows: 

(1) Of the Bishops; (2) Of the Corresponding Secre- 
taries, Treasurer, and Recording Secretary of tlie Board 
of Managers, who shall be eo) (fjficio Secretary of the 
General Committee; (3) One representative from each 
of the General Conference Districts respectively, to be 
appointed by the General Conference (IT 70), and (4) an 
equal number of representatives, to be appointed by the 
Board of Managers; and the said District representatives 
shall be the same as those elected on the General Com- 
mittee of the Missionary Society. The Committee shall 
meet annually in such place and on such day in Novem- 
ber as shall be fixed by the Corresponding Secretaries, 
to receive and consider the annual report of the Board 
of Managers; to determine what institutions shall re- 
ceive aid for the ensuing year, the total amount to be 
expended, and as far as practicable the amount each 
school shall receive; to fix what amount shall be appor- 
tioned to eaclv Annual Conference to be raised for the 
use of the Board, and to counsel and direct the Board 
in the general administration of its affairs. It shall 
have authority, for neglect of official duties or for other 
cause, to declare the seat of any member vacant in the 
Board of Managers. If a vacancy shall occur in the 
Committee by death, resignation, removal from the Dis- 
trict, or otherwise, the Bishops shall till it. Expenses 
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incurred by the Committee in the discharge of its duties 
shall be paid by the Treasurer of the Board. 



V. Duties of Presiding Eiders and Pastors. 

1 407 , § 1. Each Presiding Elder shall, as early in 
the Conference year as possible, inform each Pastor in 
his District of the amount to he raised in his Charge, 
and he shall also inquire at the Third Quarterly Con- 
ference if the amount asked for has been raised, and, if 
it has not, urge that it be raised before the close of the 
Conference year. 

§ 2. At the last Quarterly Conference of each year, a 
Committee of not less than three nor more than nine 
shall be appointed, of which the Pastor shall be Chair- 
man, to be called the Committee on Freedmen’s Aid 
and Southern Education, 'whose duty it shall be to aid 
in carrying into effect the provisions of the Discipline 
and the plans of the Officers and Managers of the So- 
ciety for the support of this cause, so that at least the 
amount asked for each year in the Charge shall be se- 
cured. This Committee shall also see that information 
concerning this work is diffused among the people. 

T 40 , §• The Pastor shall, once a year, with the aid 
of the Committee on Freednien’s Aid and Southern Ed- 
ucation, present the claims of this work to his people, 
and ask subscriptions and collections for the support of 
the same. The Pastor shall preach, or cause to be 
preached, a sermon on the occasion. He shall report to 
the Annual Conference the amount collected for this 
cause, and the collections shall be published in a column 
in the General Minutes, and also in the Minuter of the 
Annual Conference. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

THE BOOK CONCERN. 



I. Publishing Houses. 



1 409j The principal Publishing Houses of the Book 
Concern shall be in the cities of New York and Cincin- 
nati ; but there shall bo Depositories of our publications 
at such other places as the General Conference may from 
time to time determine. 

* If 410. The General Conference shall quadrennially 
elect two Agents for the Publishing House in New York 
and two Agents for the Publishing House in Cincinnati ; 
which Agents shall have authority, uhder the supervision 
of the Book Committee, to regulate the publications and 
all other business of the Concern, except that which' be- 
longs to the Editorial Departments, in such manner as 
the interests of the Church may require. ' • ‘ * 

^ IT 411, It shall be the duty of the. A^nts of both 
Publishing Houses to- publish such books’ tracts, peri- 
odicals, etc., as are ordered by the General Conference 
or by the Book Committee. They may nominate an 
Editor, who, when elected by ‘the’ Book Committee, 
shall have editorial supervision of all manuscripts in- 
tended for publication. ^ 

IT 412. The Agents at Cincinnati shall supervise and 
manage the business in the West in cooperation with 
the Agents at New York. Either House shall have au- 
thority to publish any book or tract previously issued by 
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the other House, when in the judgment of the Agents or 
of the Book Committee the interests of the Church re- 
quire such republication, and the plates for the same or 
for any new work about to be published by either shall 
upon order be supplied by the other at cost. Printed 
sheets shall be supplied by either House to the other at 
master’s rates, and bound books of the General Catalogue 
at not less than fifty per* cent discount from the retail 
price. 

IT 413 , Each House shall pay such proportion of the 
appropriations made by the General Conference or of the 
dividends authorized by the Book Committee as the 
General Conference or the Book Committee may from 
time to time direct. 

IT 414 . The Publishing Agents shall keep a separate 
account with each department of the business, and with 
each periodical published under their supervision, and 
they shall set forth in their reports to the Annual and 
General Conferences the amount of sales, receipts, and 
expenditures for books, periodicals, and depositories 
under their control; together with a statement of the 
profits or losses on the same. They shall furnish to the 
Local Committee, hereinafter designated, at each of its 
monthly meetings, a full and satisfactory statement of 
the transactions of the preceding month; and, if the 
Local Committee shall so require, present for examina- 
tion vouchers for all payments during the period speci- 
fied. And they shall afford said Committee every pos- 
sible means and facility for a full and intelligent under- 
standing of the business. 

IT 415 . The Agents both at New York and Cincinnati 
shall annually take an account of stock, including in their 
inventory all the assets of whatever nature of the respect- 
ive Publishing Houses at their estimated cash value, 
14 2^)7 
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except real estate, which shall be appraised by the Local 
Committees respectively at the beginning of each quad- 
rennium, and this valuation stall not be changed during 
the quadrennium except by the purchase or sale, im- 
provement or destruction, of property; said account shall 
also contain a full and detailed statement of all liabil- 
ities, profits, and losses. And they shall hand over to 
their successors in office such statement of assets and 
liabilities as shall be approved and certified by the Book 
Committee. 

1 416, The Publishing Agents and Editors are re- 
quired to give their undivided attention to the duties 
of their respective positions, and to require of their em- 
ployees the faithful performance of the work assigned to 
them. 

^ 417. Every Annual Conference shall appoint a com- 
mittee, which, in the absence of an Agent, shall attend 
to the collection of the accounts forwarded from the 
Book Concern, and make accurate return for the same. 
Every Presiding Elder and Pastor shall do all in his 
power to collect debts due the Concern. If any Minister 
or Member of our Church, indebted to the Book Con- 
cern, shall refuse or neglect to make payment, or come 
to a just settlement, he shall be dealt with in the same 
manner as in other cases of debt or disputed accounts. 

T 4S8. The profits arising from the Book Concern, 
after a sufficient capital to carry on the business is re- 
tained, shall be regularly applied to the relief of Effect-' 
ive. Supernumerary, and Superannuated Ministers, their 
wives, widows, and children. The Publishing Agents 
shall every year forward to each Annual Conference a 
statement of the dividend to which it is entitled, together 
with a draft for the same. 

4I9f Any Member of an Annual Conference whp 
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may publish any work or book of his own shall be re- 
sponsible to his Conference for any obnoxious matter or 
doctrine contained therein, 



II. The Book Committee. 

IT 430. The General Conference shall elect a Book 
Committee to serve for four years, consisting of one 
from each of the General Conference Districts into which 
the Annual Conferences are distributed, and of three 
from New York or its vicinity, to be known as the Local 
Committee in New York; and three from Cincinnati or 
vicinity, to be known as the Local Committee in Cincin- 
nati. The Book Committee shall during the interval of 
the General Conference have power to fill vacancies oc- 
curring in its own body. Such Committee shall have 
general supervision of the jmblisliing interests of the 
Church, examine carefully into their condition, and make 
report of the same to the Annual Conferences and to the 
General Conference. It shall also be its duty^o fix the 
salaries of the Bishops, Publishing Agents, and all of- 
ficial Editors not otherwise provided for, and upon the 
recommendation of the Agents, to elect a Book Editor, 
and to determine the amounts to be allowed for corre- 
spondence for the several official periodicals. It shall 
have full power to discontinue any depository or period- 
ical when the interests of the Church or Book Concern 
demand it ; said action shall, however, not be taken ex- 
cept by a two thirds vote of the Committee, due notice 
of such contemplated action having been given the 
Agents. The Committee shall also have the power to 
order expenses curtailed in any department of either 
Publishing House when it deems it necessary for the 

welfare of^the same; and when such action as above 
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specified shall have been taken, the Agents shall proceed 
at once to carry out the instructions of the Committee. 
The Committee, shall also attend to all matters referred 
to it by the Agents or Editors for its action or counsel. 
The Agents of either Publishing House are authorized, 
by and with the advice and consent of the Local Com- 
mittee, to sell any real estate belonging to the same 
when it may be deemed best for the interests of the 
Church and Book Concern. 

T 421 * The Local Committees at New Yort and Cin- 
cinnati, acting jointly, shall have power to suspend an 
Agent or Editor for cause to them sufficient, and a time 
shall be fixed at as early a day as practicable for the in- 
vestigation of the official conduct of said Agent or Edi- 
tor, due notice of which shall be given by the Chairman 
of the Book Committee to the Bishops, who shall select 
one of their number to be present and preside at the in- 
vestigation, which shall be before the fourteen members 
from the districts into which the Annual Conferences are 
distributed, two thirds of whom may remove said Agent 
or Editor from office in the interval of the General Con- 
ference. And in case a vacancy occurs in any* of the 
Agencies or Editorial Departments authorized by the 
General Conference, it shall be the duty of the Book 
Committee, two at least of the General Superintendents 
being present and a majority of those present concur- 
ring, to provide as'soon as practicable for such vacancy 
until the next General Conference. 

!1T 423* The Book Committee shall be governed by the 
following regulations: 

1. Immediately, after its appointment the members 
shall divide themselves into two sections of ten each, the 
one to consist of the members from the Eastern Districts, 

together with the Local Committee in New York, to be 
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called tlie Eastern Section ; the other to consist of the 
members from the Western Districts and the Local Com- 
mittee in Cincinnati, to be called the Western Section. 

2. To the Eastern Section shall pertain the supervision 
of the Publishing House in New York. The three mem- 
bers chosen from New York and vicinity as a Local Com- 
mittee shall meet monthly at the Book Boom in New 
York, to examine into the transactions of the month pre- 
ceding. They shall keep a correct record of their pro- 
ceedings, to be submitted to the Eastern Section of the 
Book Committee at its annual meeting, to be held at the 
place of and on the day previous to the meeting of the 
Book Committee. 

8. The Western Section of the Book Committee and 
the Local Committee at Cincinnati shall perform the 
same duties for the Publishing House in Cincinnati, and 
be under the same regulations as are herein specified for 
the government of the Eastern Section. 

4. The annual meeting of the Book Committee shall 
be held on the second Wednesday of February, and each 
Section shall have meetings at such time as it may 
elect. 



III. Editors and Periodicals. 

1 433* There shall be elected quadrennially by the 
General Conference an Editor for each of the following 
periodicals : The Methodist BefeieWy The Christian Advo- 
catOy The Northern Chr ist ian AdwcatOy TheTittshirg Chris- 
tian AdwcatSy The California Christian AdwcdtOy The 
Southwestern Christian Advocate^ The Western Christian Ad- 
vocatey The Northwestern Christian AdvocatOy The Central 
Christian Advocate y The E^worth Ileraldy The Christian 

Apohgisty The Pacific Christum AdvocatCy and Haus und 
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Herd, The Editor of Eaus und Herd shall also be Editor 
of German Sunday School books, periodicals, and tracts. 

T 424 . The Corresponding Secretary of the Sunday 
School Union and the Tract Society shall be Editor of 
the Sunday School papers and tracts. He shall also, in 
consultation with the Publishing Agents, have charge 
of the Department of Sunday School Requisites, includ- 
ing books of instruction for Sunday Schools and Normal 
Classes. He shall also be Superintendent of the De- 
partment of Sunday School Instruction. The Sunday 
School Union and the Tract Society shall each pay such 
proportion of his salary as the Book Committee in con- 
sultation with the Executive Committee of each Society 
shall consider just. The Editor of German Sunday 
School publications in Cincinnati shall be the German 
Assistant Secretary of the Sunday School Union and the 
Tract Society, without additional salary. 

If 425 . The Annual Conferences are affectionately and 
earnestly requested not to establish or encourage the 
founding of any more Conference or local Church pa- 
pers; and where, such papers exist to discontinue the 
same, when it can be done consistently with existing 
obligations. 

IV. Special Publishing Committees. 

1 426 . The California Christian Adwcate shall be 
published at San Francisco, California, by the Agents at 
New York, under the direction of the General Book 
Committee, and with a local committee of seven persons, 
appointed by the General Conference. 

1 427 . There shall be a Publishing Committee for 
The Pittshurg Christian Adwcate^ consisting of three mem- 
bers from the Pittsburg Conference, two from the Erie 

Conference, two from the East Ohio Conference, and two 
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from the West Virginia Conference, to be chosen by the 
General Conference. The Committee shall fix the salary 
of the Editor, keep an account of the receipts and ex- 
penditures for the paper, and shall report annually its 
financial condition to the patronizing Conferences. A 
copy of said report shall also be sent to the Agents at 
New York, and any balance • remaining after defraying 
^current expenses shall be subject to the order of said 
-A-gents. 

V. Depositories. 

T 428* There shall be Depositories of our books at 
Pittsburg, Pennsylvania; at Boston, Massachusetts; at 
Buffalo, New York; at San Francisco, California; and 
at Detroit, Michigan. They sliall be furnished by the 
Agents at New York with full supplies of the books of 
oiir General Catalogue, Sunday School books and tracts, 
to be sold for the Concern at the same terms as at New 
York; provided^ that there shall not be more than fifteen 
thousand dollars’ worth at Pittsburg, nor more than ten 
thousand dollars’ worth at Boston. There shall also 
be a Depository at Chicago, Illinois, and one at St. 
Louis, Missouri, to be supplied by the Agents at Cin- 
cinnati. 

IT 429. The expenses incident to the transportation, 
management, and sale of our books at these Depositories 
having been met out of the sales, the net proceeds shall 
be forwarded to the Agents. 

1 430. Full statements shall be made to the Agents, 
at dates fixed by them, of the amount of sales and ex- 
penses; distinguishing cash sales from those on credit. 
Annual statements shall also be made of the amount of 
stock. • 

H 43 1» No books shall hereafter be sold on commis- 
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t 433.- 

sion, either from New York^ Cincinnati, or any Deposi- 
tory or establishment under our direction. 



i , 



VI. Circulation of Religious Tracts. 

T 432. It is recommended to our people everywhere 
to form Tract Societies auxiliary to the Tract Society of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church. a 

T 433. It is recommended to Pastors to take annually^ 
in their several Congregations, collections in behalf of 
the Tract Society of the Methodist Episcopal Church. 

T 434.; Jt shall be the duty of each Presiding Elder 
to bring, the Tract cause before^ the last Quarterly Cpn- 
ferenccj of each year, in each Charge within his Dis;< 
trict; and said Conference shall appoint a Coniinittee, 
of which the Pastor, shall be Chairman, whose duty^ 
it shall be to devise and execute plans for local tract 
distribution, ^ 
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CHAPTER I. 

MODE OF DETERMINING BOUNDARIES. 

IF 435. The General Conference shall appoint a Committee 
on Boundaries, consisting of one member from each Annual 
Conference to be nominated by the delegations severally, 
over which one of the Bishops shall preside, of which one of 
the General Conference Secretaries shall be the secretary, and 
of which Committee t^xnty-five shall be a quorum. All mat- 
ters pertaining to Conference lines shall be referred to this 
Committee; and when the Committee shall have fixed the 
boundaries of all the Conferences, it shall submit its report to 
the General Conference, which shall, immediately act upon the 
same as a whole without amendment and without debate ; 

however, that in accordance with the provisions of 
paragraph 86, a Central Mission Conference may fix the 
boundaries of the Annual Conferences within its bounds, the 
General Conference first having determined the number of 
Annual Conferences that may be allowed in that field. 

II 436. Any two or more Conferences which" may be mu- 
tually interested in the readjustment of their common bound- 
aries may at any time raise adjoint Commission, consisting of 
five members from each Conference directly interested, and 
the decision of such Joint Commission, in which it shall be 
necessary for a majority of the five members representing 
each of said Conferences, to concur, when it shall be approved 
by the Bishop or Bishops who may preside at these Confer- 
ences at their sessions next ensuing, shall be final. But if the 
Commission so appointed shall fail to agree, or the Presiding 
Bishop shall not concur, then the case, with a statement of 
the facts, together with the records of the Commission, shall 
come to the General Conference for final- adjudication. 

H 437. No petition, resolution, or memorial involving 
phange of Conference boundaries, or the division or absorp- 
tion of Couforehces, or the organizatiou of pew Gonfe^reuce^ 
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out of the territory already occupied by organized Conferences, 
shall be entertained by the Committee on Boundaries until 
notice shall have been given by the Conference or Conferences 
desiring such change, or by a majority of the Presiding Elders 
thereof, to all of the Conferences to be affected thereby ; pro- 
vided^ however, that upon a petition of a majority of the dele- 
gates representing any Conference or Conferences to be 
affected thereby, the Committee on Boundaries may adjust the 
matters involved in said petition, subject to the approval of 
the Conferences named in such petition, at their session suc- 
ceeding the General Conference. 



CHAPTER II. 

BOUNDARIES OF CONFERENCES. 

1 ' , 

H 438 . § 1. Alabama Conference shall include the work 
among the white people in the State of Alabama, and that 
part of the State of Florida west Of Appalachicola River, and 
also the work among the white people within the territory of 
the Upper Mississippi Conference. ^ 

§ 2. Arkansas Conference shall include the work among 
the white people in the State of Arkansas. 

§3. Atlanta Conference shall include that part of the 
State of Georgia lying north of a line running east and west* 
on the line of the northern boundaries of Richmond, M-cDuffie, 
Warren, Hancock, Putnam, Jasper, and Butts Counties, that 
part of Spalding County embracing Liberty Hill Circuit, that 
part of Meriwether County embracing Green^dlle, and that 
part of Troup County containing La Grange Station and La 
Grange Circuit. 

§ 4. Austin Conference shall include the State of Texas ex- 
cept El Paso County. 

§5. Baltimore Conference shall include the District of 
Columbia, the Western Shore of Maryland, except that part of 
Garrett County lying west of the dividing ridge of the Alle- 
gheny Mountains ; so much of the State of Pennsylvania as 
lies within the Hancock, Flintstone, Union Grove, and Hynd- 
mah Circuits ; the County of Frederick in the State of Vir- 
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feiBia ; and the counties of Jefferson, Berkley, Morgan, Hamp- 
shire, Mineral, and Grant, in the State of West Virginia. 

§ 6. Bengal-Burmah Conference shall consist of Bengal, 
Bekar, and Burmah. 

§ 7. Blue Ridge Conference shall include the work among 
the white people in the State of North Carolina, and in the 
Welve counties of the State of South Carolina, as follows : 
Oconee, Pickens, Greenville, Spartanburg, York, Chester, 
Union, Anderson, Laurens, Abbeville, Newberry, and Fair- 
field ; it shall also include the work among the Croatan In- 
dians. 

§ 8. Bombay Conference shall consist of the Bombay Presi- 
dency, the Central Provinces, Berars, that portion of the 
Nizam’s Dominions north of the Godavery River, and all of 
Central India south of the twenty-fifth parallel of latitude. 

§ 9. California Conference shall include that part of the 
State of California lying west of the summit of the Sierra 
Nevada Mountains, and north of a line commencing at Carmel 
Bay, Monterey County, and running thence on a straight line 
to the intersection of Merced and Fresno Counties, thence along 
the western and northern line of Merced County and the north- 
ern line of Mariposa County to the summit of the Sierra Nevada 
Mountains, leaving Salinas City in the California Conference ; 
it shall also include the Sandwich Islands and all the Swedish 
work in the States of California, Nevada, and Arizona, which 
shall constitute a Swedish Presiding Elder’s district. 

§ 10. California German Conference shall include the 
German work within the State of California. 

§ 11. Central Alabama Conference shall include, the State 
of Alabama and that part of the State of Florida west of the 
Appalachicola River. 

§ 12. Central German Conference shall comprise the Ger- 
man work within the States of Ohio, West Virginia, Michigan, 
and Indiana, except those appointments belonging at present 
to the Chicago German Conference ; also the German work in 
Western Pennsylvania and in the Southern States not in- 
cluded in the East German, St. Louis German, and Southern 
German Conferences. 

§ 13. Central Illinois Conference shall embrace that 
part of the State of Illinois north of the Illinois Conference 






I ^ 438, I 14. BouitbA:feltig. 

I and south of the following line, namely : Beginning on th^ 

Mississippi River at the Meredosia, thence down the Mere- 
I dosia to its mouth ; thence easterly to Center School House 

! so as to include Center Society ; thence to the mouth of Mud 

Creek ; thence up Green River to Coal Creek ; thence up said 
i creek to the Chicago, Rock Island, and Pacific Railroad; 

thence along said railroad to Bureau Junction ; thence to the 
Illinois River ; thence up said river to the mouth of the Kan- 
kakee River, leaving Ottawa in the Rock River Conference 
and Bureau Junction in the Central Illinois Conference ; 
thence up the Kankakee River to a point directly west of the 
extreme north line of Kankakee County ; thence directly east 
to the Indiana line. 

I § 14. Central Missouri Conference shall include the 

! States of Missouri, Kansas, Iowa, Nebraska, and that part of 

I the State of Illinois lying west of the following line : Begin- 

I ning at the city of Cairo, and running north along the Illinois 

I Central Railroad to the city of Mendota, and including all of 

; the towns on said line of railroad ; thence north to the Wis- 

j consin Statq line, and thened west along said State line to the 

i Mississippi River. 

Ij § 15. Central New York Conference shall be bounded 

' on the west by the west lines of the towns of Williamson, 

I Marion, and Palmyra in Wayne County, and of the towns of 

i Fannington and Canandaigua in Ontario County, and of 

Yates and Schuyler Counties, and of the towns of Hornby 
i and Caton in Steuben County, and in the State of Pennsyl- 

! vania by the railroad running from Lawrence\ulle to Bloss- 

I burg, including Mansfield and Blossburg Charges ; on the 

i south by Central Pennsylvania Conference ; on the east by 

Wyoming and Northern New York Conferences ; on the north 

> by Northern New York Conference and Lake Ontario. 

1 

i § 16. Central Ohio Conference shall be bounded on the 

i north by the north line of the State of Ohio ; on the east by 

: the North Ohio Conference, excluding Asbury Church, in Del- 

aware; on the south by the Springfield branch of the Cleve- 
land, Columbus, Cincinnati, and Indianapolis Railroad to the 
west line of the Ohio Conference, yet so as to exclude St. 
Paul’s Charge, in Delaware, and Milford, and to include 
Marysville ; thence to the west line of the State of Ohio, by 
I 220 
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the north line of the Cincinnati Conference ; and on the west 
by the west line* of the State of Ohio. 

S 17. Central Pennsylvania Conference shall be bounded 
as follows ; On the south by the State line from the Susque- 
hanna River to the west boundary of Bedford County, ex- 
cepting so much of the State of Pennsylvania as is included in 
the Baltimore Conference ; on the west by the west line of 
Bedford, Blair, and Clearfield Counties, including New Wash- 
ington Circuit and excluding so much of Clearfield County as 
is embraced in the Erie Conference, and a line from the north 
of Clearfield County to St. Mary’s ; on the north by a line 
extending from St. Mary’s eastward to Emporium, including 
Sizerville and Gardeau, of the Emporium Circuit ; thence by 
the southern boundary of Potter and Tioga Counties, includ- 
ing Austin, Costello, Wharton, Leidy, Hoytsville, and Liberty 
Valley Circuits ; thence through Sullivan County north of La- 
porte to the west line of Wyoming County ; thence on the 
east by the present limits of the Wyoming Conference, being 
the east line of Sullivan County, to the north line of Columbia 
County ; thence a line southeasterly through Luzerne County 
to the north line of the Philadelphia Conference, near White 
Haven ; thence on the south by the northern line of Carbon, 
Schuylkill, and Dauphin Counties to the Susquehanna River, 
including Hickory Run, Weatherly, Beaver Meadow, and Ash- 
land, and thence by the Susquehanna River to the place of 
beginning, including Harrisburg, and the Curtin Heights and 
Epworth Charges. 

§ 18. Central Swedish Conference shall include all of 
the Swedish work within the States of Illinois, Indiana, and 
Ohio, the City of Racine in the State of Wisconsin, and also 
the Swedish work in the State of New York west of the Gene- 
see River, and in the State of Pennsylvania west of the Sus- 
quehanna River. 

§ 19. Central Tennessee Conference shall include the 
work among the white people in all that part of the State of 
Tennessee west of and excluding the counties of Marion, 
Grundy, Van Buren, Cumberland, and Fentress.*, 

§20. Chicago German Conference shall include the Ger- 
man work In the State of Wisconsin, except those Appoint- 
ments albtig the Mississippi River and in' that part of the 
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State of Illinois north of an east and west line passing along 
the north line of the City of Bloomington, excepting the ter- 
ritory now in the St. Louis German Conference, and east of a 
north and south line passing through the city of Freeport,, 
and in that part of the State of Indiana west of the line be- 
tween the counties of St. Joseph and Elkhart, and north of 
the line between Stark and Pulaski Counties. It shall also 
include Danville, in the State of Illinois, and the upper penin- 
sula of Michigan. 

§ 21. Cincinnati Conference shall be bounded on thn 
north by a line commencing at Union City, on .the Indiana 
State line, running thence along the Dayton and Union Rail- 
road to Greenville, Darke County, Ohio, including the railroad 
stations on the line of said railroad, and Greenville also ; 
thence along the Pan Handle Railroad to Milford Center, ex- 
cluding Gettysburg, Bradford, Lockington, and St. ^ris 
Charges, and including the cities of Piqua and Urbana, and 
the Tremont City and King’s Creek Charges ; .on the east by 
the Ohio Conference ; on the south by the Ohio River, and on 
the west by the State of Indiana, but excluding Elizabeth, 
Hamilton County, Ohio, to the Indiana Conference. 

§ 22. Colorado Conference shall include the State, of 
Colorado. 

§ 23. Columbia River Conference shall include the,coun- 
ties of Wasco, Umatilla, Crook, Morrow, Gilliam, Grant, 
Union, and Wallowa, in the State of Oregon ; all of the State 
of Washington east of the summit of the Cascade Mountains, 
and, in the State of Idaho, the counties of Shoshone, Kootenai, 
Latah, Nez Perces, and all of Idaho County, lying north of a 
line running parallel with the Salmon Riyer ten miles south 
of said river. 

§ Dakota Conference shall include that part of the 
State of South Dakota lying east of the meridian 101 degrees 
west longitude. 

§25. Delaware Conference shall include the colored 
work in the States of Delaware, New Jersey, and New York, 
excepting, however, St. Mark’s Church, in the city of New 
York ; New Haven, in the State of Connecticut ; all the Eastern 
Shore of Virginia, and all the States of Maryland and Penn- 
sylvania not included in the Washington Confeirenne. , 
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I Des Moines Conference shall include that part of 
the State of Iowa west and south of the following lines*: Be- 
ginning at the southeast corner of Wayne County, thence 
north to the south line of Marshall County, leaving Knoxville 
in the Iowa Conference and the Monroe Charge in the Des 
Moines Conference ; thence west to the southeast corner of 
Story County ; thence north to the northeast corner of Story 
County; thence west to the northeast corner of Crawford 
County; thence south to the north line of township eighty-three; 
thence west to the east line of Monona County ; thence south 
and west on the line of Monona County to the Missouri River. 

§ 27. Detroit Conference shall include that part of the 
State of Michigan in the lower peninsula east of the principal 
meridian as far north as the southern boundary of Roscommon 
^ounty ; thence west to the southwest corner of said county ; 
thence north to the southern boundary of Charlevoix County ; 
thence east to the southeast corner of said county of Charle- 
voix ; thence north to the straits of Mackinaw ; a^d it shall 
also include the upper peninsula. . 

§ 28. East German Conference shall embrace the German 
work east of the Allegheny Mountains. 

§ 29. East Maine Conference shall include that part" of the 
State of Maine not included in the Maine Conference. 

, § 30. East Ohio Conference shall be bounded hyaline be- 
ginning at the mouth of the Cuyahoga River, running easterly 
to the Pennsylvania State line ; thence along said line to the 
Ohio River, including Orangeville Church, and leaving the 
Petersburg Society in the Erie Conference ; thence down said 
river to the Muskingum River; thence up the Muskingum 
River to Dresden, excluding Marietta and Zanesville ; from 
Dresden northward along the Muskingum River and the Tus- 
carawas River to its intersection with the Ohio Canal near 
Zoar ; from this point along said canal to Lake Erie, exclud- 
ing Navarre and Clinton, and including Bolivar and Akron 
and all the city of Cleveland lying east of the Cuyalioga 
River. 

§ 31. East Tennessee Conference shall include all of the 
State of Tennessee not in the Tennessee Conference ; that 
part of the State of Virginia west of and including the counties 
of Carroll, Floyd, Montgomery, and Giles in said State; au4 
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the counties of Mercer, Wyoming, and McDowell, In the Statd 
of West Virginia^ 

§ 32. Erie Conference shall be bounded on the north by 
Lake Erie, on the east by a line commencing at the mouth of 
the Cattaraugus Creek, thence up said creek to Gowanda, 
leaving said town in the Genesee Conference ; thence to the 
Allegheny River at the mouth of the Tunungwant Creek ; 
ttence up said creek southward, excluding the city of Brad- 
ford on said creek, to the ridge dividing between the waters 
of Clarion and Sinnemahoning Creeks ; thence southward to 
the Mahoning Creek ; thence down said creek to the Alle- 
gheny River, excluding the Milton Society, but including the 
Horhtio Society in the Walston Circuit, and the Perry sville 
Society in the Ringgold Circuit, and Putney ville Society in the 
Putneyville Circuit ; then across the said river in a northwest- 
erly direction to the southwest corner of Lawrence County, in- 
cluding Wampum and Petersburg ; thence along the Ohio State 
line to the place of beginning, excluding Orangeville Church. 

§ 33. Florida Conference shall include the State of Florida, 
except that portion lying west of the Appalachicola River. 

§34. Foo-Chow Conference shall include the Fo-Kien 
Province in China, excepting so much as is included within 
the Hinghua Mission Conference. 

§ 35. Genesee Conference shall include all that part of the 
State of New York lying west of the Central New York Con- 
ference, excepting that part of Chautauqua and Cattaraugus 
Counties now included in the Erie Conference. It shall also 
include Gowanda and Corning, in the State of New York, and 
so much of Tioga County, including Tioga Charge, in the 
State of Pennsylvania, as is not embraced in the Central New 
York Conference ; also so much of Potter Cbunty, in the said 
State of Pennsylvania, as is not included in Central Pennsyl- 
vania Conference ; also, including so much of McKean 
County, in said State of Pennsylvania, as is embraced in the 
Glean District, including the city of Bradford. 

§ 36. Georgia Conference shall include the work among 
the white people in the State of Georgia. 

§ 37. Holston Conference shall include the work among 
the white people in all of that part of the State of Tennessee 

not included in the Central Tennessee Conference. 
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§ 38. Idaho Cohfbrencb shall include all of the State 
of Idaho not included in the Columbia River Conference, 
and the counties of Baker and Malheur in the State of 
Oregon. 

§ 39. Illinois Conference shall include that part of the 
State of Illinois not within the Southern Illinois Conference 
south of the following line, namely : Beginning at Warsaw, on 
the Mississippi River ; thence to Vermont ; thence to the 
mouth of the Spoon River ; thence up the Illinois River to the 
northwest corner of Mason County ; thence to the junction of 
the Central and the Alton' and Chicago Railroads ; thence to 
the southwest corner of Iroquois County ; thence east to the 
State of Indiana, leaving Bentley, Vermont, Manito, Mackinaw 
Circuit, and Normal in the Central Illinois and Warsaw and 
Bloomington in the Illinois Conference. 

§ 40. Indiana Conference shall be bounded on the north 
and east by a line beginning where the National Road inter- 
sects the west line of the State of Indiana ; thence along said 
road to Terre Haute ; thence along the Vandalia Railroad to 
Belmont Street, West Indianapolis, including Locust Street 
Charge in Greencastle ; thence north to Michigan Street ; 
thence east to the Belt Railroad ; thence north and east along 
said railroad to a point due west of Ninth Street ; thence east 
to the Lafayette and Indianapolis Railroad ; thence north on 
said railroad to the Michigan Road ; thence on said road to 
the north line of Marion County ; thence east on said county 
line to the northeast corner of said county ; thence south on 
the east line of said county to the National Road ; thence east 
on said road to the State line ; on the east by Ohio, including 
Elizabeth, Hamilton County, Ohio ; on the south by the Ohio 
River, and on the west by the State of Illinois. 

§ 41. Iowa Conference shall be bounded on the east by the 
Mississippi River, on the south by the Missouri State line, on 
the west and north by a line commencing at the southwest 
corner of Appanoose County; thenceT north to Marshall 
County, leavingj^noxville in the Iowa Conference and Mon- 
roe in the Des Moines Conference ; thence on the south line of 
Marshall County due east to Iowa River ; thence down said 
river to Iowa City ; thence on the Chicago, Ropk Island, and 

Pacific Railroad to Davenport, leaving Davenport and Iowa 
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City in the Upper Iowa Conference, and all intermediate townd 
in the Iowa Conference. 

§ 42. Italy Conference shall include the Kingdom of Italy, 
and those parts of contiguous countries where the Italian lan*^ 
guage is spoken. ^ 

§ 43. Japan Conference shall include the Empire of Japan. 
§ 44. Kansas Conference shall embrace that portion of the 
State of Kansas lying east of the sixth principal meridian, and 
north of the south line of township sixteen, including the 
town of Pomona, lying south of said line, but excluding Louis- 
burg, Ottawa, and Baldwin, lying north of said line, and 
Solomon City Circuit, lying east of the sixth meridian. 

§ 45. Kentucky Conference shall include the State of Ken- 
tucky. 

§ 46. Lexington Conference shall include the States of 
Kentucky, Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois, excepting so much of 
the State of Illinois as is included in the Central Missouri 
f Conference 

§ 47. Liberia Conference shall embrace the western coast 
of Africa, north of the equator. 

§ 48. Little Rock Conference shall include the State of 
Arkansas. 

§ 49. Louisiana Conference shall include the State of 
Louisiana. 

§ 50. Maine Conference shall include that part of the 
State of Maine west of the Kennebec River, from its mouth to 
the great bend below Skowhegan, and of aline running thence 
north to the State line, including Skowhegan and Augusta, 
and that part of the town of W^insfow north of Sebasticook 
River, and also that part of New Hampshire east of the White 
Hills and north of the waters of Ossipee Lake and the town 
of Gorham. 

§ 51. Mexico Conference shall include the Republic of 
Mexico except the States of Chihuahua and Sonora and the 
Territory of Lower California; it shall also include Central 
America. 

§52. Michigan Conference shall include the State of 
Michigan in the lower peninoula west of the principal merid- 
ian as far north as the southern boundary of Roscommon 
County; thence west to the southwest corner of said county: 
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thenqe north to the southern boundary of Charlevoix County ; 
thence east to the southeast corner of said county ; thence 
north to the Straits of Mackinaw, including Mackinaw City. 

§ 53. Minnesota Conference shall include that part of the 
State of Minnesota Ijdng south of the following line : Begin- 
ning at the eastern boundary of the State at the northeast 
corner of Washington County, thence running west to the north- 
west corner of said county, thence south to the northeast 
corner of Ramsey County, thence following the line of Ramsey 
County to where it strikes the east line of Hennepin County, 
thence following the east and south lines of Hennepin County 
to the point where the Hastings and Dakota Railroad crosses 
the line of said county, thence following the said Hastings and 
Dakota Railroad to Granite Falls, thence west on a town line 
to the western boundary of the State ; all towns on the Hast- 
ings and Dakota Railroad to be in the Northern Minnesota 
Conference. 

§ 54. Mississippi Conference shall include all of the State of 
Mississippi south of a line beginning at the northeast corner 
of Kemper County, and running along the northern border of 
said county,, and of the counties of Neshoba, Leake, Madison, 
Yazoo, Sharkey, and Issaquena to the Mississippi River. 

§ 55. Missouri Conference shall include so much of the 
State of Missouri as lies north of the Missouri River. 

§ 56. Montana Conference shall include all of the State of 
Montana not included in the North Montana Mission, and 
also the National Park. 

§ 57. Nebraska Conference shall include all that part of the 
State of Nebraska lying south of the Platte River and east of the 
west line of range twelve, west of the sixth principal meridian. 

§ 58. New England Conference shall include all the State 
of Massachusetts east of the Green Mountains not included in 
the New Hampshire and the New England Southern Confer- 
ences. 

§ 59. New England Southern Conference shall include 
that part of the State of Connecticut lying east of the Con- 
necticut River, the State of Rhode Island, with the town of 
Blackstone in Massachusetts, and that part of the State of 
Massachusetts south of the towns of Wrentham, Walpole, Ded- 
ham, Milton, and Quincy. 




438, § 60. Boundaries. 

§ 60. New Hampshire Conference shall include the State of 
New Hampshire, except that part within the Maine Confer- 
ence ; also that part of the State of Masi^achusetts northeast 
of the Merrimac River. 

§61. New Jersey Conference shall include that part of the 
State of New Jersey lying south of the following line, namely; 
Commencing at Raritan Bay ; thence up said bay and river to 
New Brunswick ; thence along the turnpike road to Lambert- 
ville on the Delaware, including the City of New Brunswick 
and Lambertville Station. 

§ 62. New York Conference shall consist of the territory 
now in the New York, Poughkeepsie (including Gaylordsville), 
Newburg, and Kingston Districts. 

§ 63. New York East Conference shall include Long Island, 
those charges in New York city east of South Ferry, White- 
hall Street, Broadway, Park Row, Chatham Street, Bowery, 
and Third Avenue to the city limits; thence between the 
Harlem and New Haven' Railroads, including Round Hill, 
Pound Ridge, Hunting Ridge, High Ridge, New Canaan, 
Ridgefield, Danbury, all stations on the Housatonic Railroad 
south of Canaan Township, excluding Gaylordsville, but in- 
cluding Ellsworth, thence east 'to Winchester, north to State 
line, east to Connecticut River, and south to Long Island 
Sound. 

§ 64. Newark Conference shall include that part of the State 
of New Jersey not included in the New Jersey Conference, 
with Staten Island in the State of New York, and such por- 
tions of Rockland, Orange, and Sullivan Counties in the State 
of New York as lie south and west of a line extending from 
Tompkins Cove on the Hudson River, intersecting the New 
Jersey State line at a i)oint south of Sloatsburg ; thence along 
said State line to the Wallkill River; thence, due north inter- 
secting the Erie Railroad at a point west of Middletown; thence 
in a northwesterly direction to a point where the Port Jervis 
and Monticello Railroad crosses the northern line of Forestburg 
Township in Sullivan County ; thence southwest to a point on 
the Delaware River below Lackawaxen, in Pennsylvania ; also, 
such portions of Pike and Monroe Counties in the State of 
Pennsylvania as lie north'of the Philadelphia Conference and 
^ast of the Wyoming Conference, the same being now 
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eluded in the Matamoras, Milford, Diogmau’s, and Coolbaugh 
Charges. / 

§ 66. NpRTH Carolina Conference shall include the State of 
North Carolina, and all that part of the State of Virginia lying 
south of a line beginning at Cape Henry and running to Hamp- 
ton Roads ; thence with Hampton Roads to the James River ; 
thence with the southern bank of the James River to Chester- 
field County ; thence with the northern boundary of the fol- 
lowing counties : Prince George, Dinwiddie, Nottaway, Prince 
Edward, Charlotte, Halifax, to the northeast corner of Pittsyl- 
vania ; thence in a southwesterly direction to the northeast 
corner of Henry ; thence with the county lines of Pittsylvania^ 
Franklin, and Bedford to the corner of Bedford and Roanoke ; 
thence with the Blue Ridge Mountains to the North Carolina 
line. 

S 66. North China Conference shall include that portion of 
the Chinese Empire including and north of the Provinces of 
Shantung and Honan. 

§ 67. North Dakota Conference shall include the State of 
North Dakota. 

§ 68. North Germany Conference shall include all that'part 
of Germany north of a line running from the northwest to the 
southeast between the Rhine Provinces and Westphalia, and 
from the southern point of Westphalia to the northern point 
of Bavaria ; thence by the north and northeast boundary of 
Bavaria, between Bavaria on the one side and the Turingian 
States and the Kingdom of Saxony on the other, so as to in- 
clude the present Berlin and Bremen Districts ; also including 
the circuits of Kassell and Warburg. 

§ 69. North India Conference shall consist of the North- 
west Provinces east of the Ganges, and the Province of Oudh. 

§ 70. North Indiana Conference shall be bounded on the 
north by the State of Michigan ; on the east by the State of 
Ohio, including Union City ; on the south by the National 
Road from the State line west to Marion County ; thence 
north to the northeast corner of said county ; thence west to 
the Michigan Road ; on the west by said Michigan Road to 
South Bend, and thence by the St. Joseph River to the Michi- 
gan State line, including Logansport and all towns on the 

Kational Road east of Indianapolis. 
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